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Afghanistan

[Originally submitted in English]

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), was unanimously adopted by all member states at the United Nations Sustainable
Development Summit on September 25, 2015. The Agenda presents a radical new approach to
transforming our world. While focusing on the basic pillars of sustainable development, which
are economic, social and environmental, the plan also integrated additional elements, being
peace, justice and institutions. Overall, the 2030 Agenda aims at being universally applicable
and indivisible by “leaving no one behind”.

Afghanistan has endorsed these principles, as illustrated by its Key Messages to be
conveyed at the 2017 High Level Political Forum.

1. POLITICAL WILL

The Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (GolRA) has taken action to
affirm its commitment to attaining the SDGs. GolRA has designated the Ministry of Economy
(MoEc) as the lead line ministry and focal point for the coordination, monitoring and reporting
on Afghanistan Sustainable Development Goals (A-SDGs). The nationalization process is closely
coordinated with High Council of Ministers (HCM) to ensure the implementation of the A-SDGs,
and stronger cooperation with the private sector, civil society and community organizations.

2. LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND

Consultation with all member states has been at the core of the adoption of the A-SDGs
on a global level. GolRA has adopted a similar approach and has engaged all national and
international stakeholders in its attempt to nationalize and align the A-SDGs with national
planning processes, policies and strategies. Consequently, GolRA has conducted around 50
workshops, seminars, symposiums and conferences with civil society organizations, private
sector actors, academia, media, youth, students and women’s groups.

3. BUILDING STRONGER PARTNERSHIPS

Multi-stakeholder partnerships will be key to mobilizing and sharing knowledge,
expertise, technologies and financial resources to support the realization of the A-SDGs.
Coordination between the relevant institutions will be crucial. In this context, Afghanistan has
framed cross-ministerial activities on A-SDGs with an oversight commission, ‘A-SDGs National
Coordination Commission (NCC)’. The Commission will be supported by a secretariat and
technical working groups that work on data collection, data verification, reporting and follow-
up mechanisms. Coordination mechanisms is developed to facilitate the implementation of A-
SDGs and to report on the national targets and indicators. The NCC will provide a high level
platform for direct and sustained engagement between the various government stakeholders,
the private sector actors, civil society organizations, NGOs, academia, youths and the
international community, with the common purpose of attaining the A-SDGs.

4. SETTING NATIONAL TARGETS
The A-SDGs program has been defined as a global aspiration. It is expected that each

government will adapt the targets to its own national circumstances. GolRA is in the process of
finalizing its nationalization of the A-SDGs, targets and indicators.
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The nationalized targets and indicators for the SDGs in Afghanistan have been divided
into eight budgetary sectors. The negotiation process required several coordination meetings
between MokEc, the line ministries involved in each of budgetary sector, and development
partners.

5. CHALLENGES AND THE WAY AHEAD

Former UN Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon, stressed that “implementation is the litmus
test of the new agenda”. Every country will encounter unique challenges in implementing the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Afghanistan is no exception. In some areas
institutional capacity is insufficient. Data collection, analysis and dissemination will be
challenging. The political will to attaining the SDGs is jeopardized by security, social and
economic challenges.

Argentina

[Originally submitted in Spanish and translated to English by the Secretariat]

Strategies for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals

It was confirmed in December 2015 that the National Council for Social Policy
Coordination would coordinate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. The inter-institutional mechanism for implementation and monitoring of the
2030 Agenda comprises 26 institutions coordinated by the Council, as indicated in Figure I.

Figure | Inter-institutional mechanism for implementation and monitoring of the 2030 Agenda
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National Institute of Statistics and Censuses: national statistics system guidance, technical assistance, oversight and statistical expertise

The National Institute of Statistics and Censuses is a member of one of the working
committees, in addition to providing ongoing statistical expertise.
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Civil society organizations, businesses, academia and subnational governments are
aligned with the national institutions that comprise the mechanism.

Priority Sustainable Development Goals

In adapting the 2030 Agenda to its national context, Argentina took into account the
indivisibility, integrality and cross-cutting nature of the Agenda. Consequently, it incorporated
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and prioritized the related targets, in accordance with
the aspirational goal of eliminating poverty and the Government’s national priorities. This work
was carried out by the Council between December 2015 and March 2016.

Main challenges and areas of progress

e Ownership and institutionalization. The decision of the executive branch to
implement the 2030 Agenda has facilitated the alignment of the Sustainable Development Goal
targets with the Government’s strategic and sectoral plans, and their harmonization with other
international initiatives.

¢ Global-local balance. The alignment of Sustainable Development Goal targets with
national policies requires the selection of relevant indicators to monitor these targets. However,
even using the framework proposed by the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable
Development Goal Indicators as a basis, there may be differences that, it is hoped, the
corresponding fact sheets will help to explain.

¢ Indivisibility and integrality of the Goals. This required strong cross-cutting
coordination and ongoing consensus-building. Grouping relevant ministerial departments into
teams was particularly important to allow them to be informed of international discussions on
issues related to the Sustainable Development Goal targets. Robust initiatives with the national
departments concerned were also proposed. Both aspects were recognized as positive side-
effects of contextualizing the 2030 Agenda.

¢ Linkages with other government branches, subnational governments, the private
business sector, civil society and academia. While partial progress was made, creating
opportunities for participation to foster partnerships, in order to achieve better development
policies and outcomes, remains a challenge.

¢ Consolidation of monitoring. The implementation and follow-up mechanism has been
established at the institutional level, although its monitoring capacities need to be
consolidated.

¢ Mobilization of resources for implementation. Progress has been made towards
achieving alignment between national priorities, the Sustainable Development Goals and the
national budget, but work remains to be done to ensure the budgetary resources and legal
instruments required to reach the established targets.

¢ Strengthening of statistics. The selection of indicators facilitated the identification of
gaps in data and methodological weaknesses. The so-called “data revolution” also presents the
challenge of striking a balance between big data, data coverage and data quality. These findings
could be taken into account in statistical plans.

Involvement of other actors

The legislative and judicial branches work in strategic partnership with the Council in
order to create a favourable legal environment for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda;
ensure that government budgets reflect the commitments undertaken by the executive branch;
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mobilize resources for implementation; and encourage citizen participation and accountability.
The “localization” of implementation initiatives at various levels of government requires
coordination between policies and efforts at the local and national levels. The Council has
organized multiple activities aimed at raising awareness and encouraging the participation of
civil society organizations and the private business sector in implementation efforts. It has also
urged national ministries and institutions to collaborate with civil society and the business
sector to obtain inputs and achieve synergies in implementation efforts and in the monitoring
of progress. As for academia, in 2017 the Council encouraged universities to begin considering
strategies for the integration of the Sustainable Development Goals. In that connection, it
signed an agreement on joint action in February 2017.

Resources for implementation

The national Government is working to align its own priority goals and initiatives and
the Sustainable Development Goals with the programmes and activities under the 2018 budget.
Through this process, an estimated budget will be developed for each activity and necessary
adjustments will be made to ensure its effective implementation. This relationship will be set
out in the State management dashboard overseen by the Ministry of Modernization and the
leadership of the Cabinet of Ministers.

Figure Il Alignment between the Sustainable Development Goals, government initiatives,
projects and the national budget

Dashboard  Objectives Guidelines Projects Activities Subactivities

Government o
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Azerbaijan

[Originally submitted in English]

Sustainable Development in the Context of Azerbaijan National Development Agenda

1. The core elements for development model in Azerbaijan were formulated in the mid
1990-s and were gradually and consequently implemented by the Government through various
integrated national programs. By 1996 economic growth resumed and in 1995-2003 it averaged
at the level of 5.9% allowing macroeconomic stability and gradual restoration of industrial
capacities, significant growth in employment and incomes of the population, improvement of
the fiscal balance.

2. Continuous efforts of the Government, business community and civil society of
Azerbaijan resulted in GDP increase 3.4-fold in 2004-2015 (average 10.6% annually) and 2.9-
fold per capita GDP growth allowing Azerbaijan to move to the group of upper middle-income

6
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countries. Spurred by the oil-revenues, critical investment, both public and private, were
mobilized for modernization of infrastructure, support to non-oil sectors, and financing of
human development.

3. Starting from 2010 non-oil sector has been a key driving force of economic growth —
while in the oil sector averaged 3.0% annually decline was observed in 2010-2014, non-oil
sector growth equaled 8.8% annually.

4. Accelerated economic growth, broad institutional reforms aimed at improved public
administration, as well as reforms in health, education and social protection resulted in
significant improvement of the country’s global ratings reflecting its progress in achieving MDGs
and pursuing wider national development agenda.

5. Azerbaijan was assessed as a “leading reformer of the world” in 2009 by the World
Bank’s “Doing Business” Report. Based on the World Economic Forum’s “Global
Competitiveness Report for 2016-2017” Azerbaijan is now 27 ranks ahead comparing to 2006
and is 37th among 138 countries. In accordance with this report, Azerbaijan is 39th in the world
for the quality indicators of macroeconomic environment, 26th for labor market efficiency, 37th
for national income to GDP ratio and 55th for infrastructure quality.

6. Poverty has decreased from 49.0% in 2001 to 7.6% in 2011 and further down to 4.9%
in 2015. Azerbaijan’s food security is similar to that of the developed countries, with
malnutrition affecting less than 5 per cent of the population. In recognition of Azerbaijan's
outstanding achievements in implementation of the Millennium Development Goals,
Azerbaijan received the 2015 South-South Award. Since 2010 Azerbaijan is in the group of
countries with high human development (2015 HDI is above the average of 0.759 for countries
in Europe and Central Asia).

7. Successful implementation of the oil-boom based development strategies and
progress with MDGs allowed Azerbaijan to move to the longer-term development agenda. The
visionary “Azerbaijan-2020” formulated by the President of Azerbaijan in 2012, foresees the
country as the place where the population’s incomes are high, unemployment is minimum,
human capital is highly developed, the environment is protected and every citizen has broad
opportunitiesl. Based on the core elements of the concept of sustainable development the
Vision reflects the longer-term national aspirations and goals and the key challenges on the way
towards those goals.

Azerbaijan on the Way towards Sustainable Development

8. Long-lasting peace, security, stability and social cohesion are the major pre-
requisites for sustainable development. However, the military aggression of Armenia against
Azerbaijan does not allow achieving any major progress in the region. Despite the resolutions
of the United Nations Security Council 822 (1993), 853 (1993), 874 (1993) and 884 (1993),
condemning the use of force against Azerbaijan and occupation of its territories, reaffirming
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and calling for immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of the occupying forces from all occupied territories of Azerbaijan,
and in flagrant violation of international law, Armenia continues its purposeful efforts towards
consolidating the current status-quo of the occupation, strengthening its military build-up in
the seized territories and preventing the hundreds of thousands of forcibly displaced
Azerbaijanis from returning to their homes and properties in those areas. The resolution of the
conflict would not only bring stability and progress to both Armenia and Azerbaijan; it would
also ensure peace and justice in the entire region.

9. Building inclusive and resilient growth, ensuring sustainable development would
require moving from oil based to more diversified economy, continuing investment in human
development, and ensuring greater connectivity to regional and global markets to fully unleash
the exporting capacities of Azerbaijan. At the background of existing and emerging
externalities, 12 Strategic Road Maps adopted by a Presidential Decree in 2016 outlining the
policy measures focused on re-balancing the economy by supporting new “high-end” sectors.
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The structure of economy will be adjusted through (i) higher growth of non-tradable sector
versus tradable sector, (ii) processing versus production, (iii) private business versus public
business, (iv) high technology intensive sectors versus low technology intensive sectors, (v)
sectors based on highly qualified labor versus low qualified, (vi) high return markets versus low
return markets and (vii) high value added generating sectors versus low value added generating
sectors2.

10.While the Government will be pursuing ambitious structural reforms program in the
coming years, it considers SDGs as a comprehensive framework providing integrated approach
for development complementing and reinforcing the Strategic Road Maps.

e Complex nature of SDGs emphasizes the fact that development goals are indivisible
and require concerted efforts of all stakeholders, not just the Government;

e Both the Strategic Road Maps and nationalized SDGs processes would require
sophisticated system of indicators and improved data collection system for policy formulation
process as well as for monitoring and evaluation;

e “Leaving no-one behind” principle fully coincides with priorities of the Government
to address issues of balanced spatial/territorial development and reducing inequalities,
eliminating all forms of poverty and empowerment of women and youth. This particularly refers
to refugees and IDPs.

11.All Government development plans and programs (both ongoing and those yet to be
formulated) during the period until 2030 will be revised, harmonized and aligned to support
achievement of nationalized SDGs.

National SDG Process — Institutional Mechanisms for an Integrated Approach

12.The National Coordination Council for Sustainable Development with its Secretariat
in the Ministry of Economy was established according to the Decree of the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan. The NCCSD has full authority to perform its core functions formulated
as follow: Ensure broad based and inclusive stakeholder participation; Translate global
sustainable development goals, targets and indicators to the national context; Identify of
national priorities and sustainable development gaps; Articulate inclusive and rights-based
national strategies and policies; Coordinate and promote collaboration among various
government agencies and ministries; Secure coherence among development partners to align
with national priorities; Design national reporting and review framework, and links to regional
and global reviews; Identify needs and opportunities for capacity development.

13.To support the NCCSD in both nationalization of SDGs and further implementation
of respective programs and plans the government established four Thematic Working Groups
(TWGs) — Economic Growth and Decent Jobs, Social Development, Environmental Issues,
Monitoring and Evaluation. The NCCSD has the power to establish additional TWGs and engage
both local and international expertise to support SDG nationalization, planning and
implementation of respective policy measures.

14.The State Statistical Committee (SSC) is identified as a key national agency
responsible for processing and maintaining effective and responsive database to measure the
progress in achievement of nationalized SDGs. The intensive consultations are still in progress
for the alignment of SDG goals, targets and indicators to national priorities. All central
government agencies and local governments have appointed the focal points to support SSC in
its efforts to collect and process data, formulate, pilot and introduce new indicators for SDG
monitoring and evaluation. Extensive use of ICT tools will be promoted at all levels of the
government to enable innovative approaches in data collection and processing.

Building National Ownership and Participation
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15.The Government of Azerbaijan considers the national SDG process as an opportunity
to empower a broader range of national stakeholders, promote participative national dialogue
and to streamline wider cooperation on the path to sustainable development. Driven by the
principle of “leaving no one behind”, which is a core commitment of the SDGs, and determined
to engage all stakeholders in achieving the SDGs, the National Coordination Council for
Sustainable Development of Azerbaijan Republic partnered with the UN Office in Azerbaijan
conducted a panel discussions on SDG implementation which brought together representatives
of the different groups of society (academia, civil society, women, youth, parliament). The
government, while acting as coordinator for the attainment of nationalized SDGs, will be
facilitating and supporting SDG-focused initiatives of civil society institutions, academia,
business and professional associations, other stakeholders and partners.

16.To maintain interactive communications with local and international partners the
Government will create an interactive web-platform promoting awareness on global and
national SDG goals and targets, milestones and indicators. This web-platform would be
instrumental for participatory process of consultations on the national SDGs, for monitoring
and reporting process.

17.Local mass media and civil society would be engaged as brokers for this on-line and
off-line process, securing outreach to all the groups and segments of society. Special emphasis
would be made to hear voices of women, youth, disadvantageous, particularly of refugees and
IDPs.

Next Steps for 2017 and Beyond

18.Nationalization of SDGs through aligning those to the national context and to the
Azerbaijan’s strategic development priorities would allow to formulate by end of 2017 National
Sustainable Development Goals and Targets, strengthen a broad consensus about those.

19.Subsequently, in 2018, Government would convene a National SDG Conference with
UN Country Office to discuss the means of implementation of the national SDG Agenda. The
Conference would be instrumental in defining of new drivers of growth and transformation, and
the entry points for interventions, which could generate the larger positive spillovers across
various sector of the national economy, covering all the part of the country and ensuring that
all people of Azerbaijan are engaged to and could ultimately benefit from the SDG process.

20.Success in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda would also require learning on
the best international practices, particularly under the South-South Cooperation modality.
Azerbaijan would remain committed for sharing its knowledge and experience in formulating
and implementing of nationalized SDGs.

21.Government and its development partners would need to elaborate a system of SDG
indicators, critical for monitoring and reporting. Data availability, access to data and capacities
to both collect, process and disseminate data remain as one of major challenges ahead
requiring dedicated efforts both at national and international levels.

22.The Government would continue relying on UNDP as well as other UN agencies on
their support and guidance at the different stages of the national SDG process from the
nationalization of the goals towards monitoring and reporting.

Bangladesh
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[Originally submitted in English]

A NEW TRANSFORMATION PATH

Bangladesh, as part of her commitment to implement the SDGs, decided to take partin
the Voluntary National Review at the UN High Level Political Forum. Bangladesh has an inspiring
story to tell. We have earned many international accolades for our achievements in MDGs.
While embarking on the journey to implement the SDGs, we drew inspiration from the ideals
of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who envisaged a prosperous
Bangladesh with equal opportunities for all. The Government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
envisioned transforming Bangladesh into a middle income country by 2021 and a developed
country by 2041. Bangladesh has already become a low middle income country. We have
already translated this vision, pronounced at the highest political level, into an actionable
agenda by formulating Perspective Plan (2010-2021) and two Five Year Plans (FYPs) associated
with this. Bangladesh integrated the 2030 Agenda in its 7th FYP (2016-2020). This offered a
tremendous opportunity to implement the 2030 Agenda, while reflecting the priorities of the
SDGs in the national plan. The Government has adopted “Whole of Society” approach to ensure
wider participation of NGOs, development partners, private sector, media and CSOs in the
process of formulation of the Action Plan and implementation of the SDGs. To spearhead the
process, ‘SDGs Implementation and Monitoring Committee’ has been formed at the Prime
Minister’s Office to facilitate and implementation of SDGs Action Plan.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION

e Mapping of Ministries: Bangladesh has clearly identified the responsibilities of the
ministries and agencies to achieve the SDGs. Bangladesh has mapped out lead, co-lead and
associate ministries against each target of the SDGs. This mapping exercise is expected to
reduce duplication of efforts, enhance synergy and help formulate action plans.

e Data gap analysis: Bangladesh Planning Commission conducted a review of various
means of data generation in the country. It reveals that Bangladesh has data for 70 indicators
and partially available data for 108 indicators but need to devise new mechanism for data
mining for the remaining 63 indicators.

e National Monitoring & Evaluation Framework: We are in the process of finalizing a
Monitoring & Evaluation Framework for SDGs implementation. This framework will have a
macro level web based data repository system to facilitate data collection, analysis, progress
tracking and reporting.

e Action Plan to achieve SDGs: The Government is preparing an action plan for
implementation of the SDGs in alignment with the 7th FYP. Respective ministries are working
towards translating the particular targets into actionable projects/programmes/activities in this
regard. The Action Plan for SDGs will be finalized by June 2017.

e Needs Assessment and Financing Strategy: We are at the final stage of determining
the financing needs for SDGs implementation with a view to mobilizing internal and external
resources.

e Assimilation of SDGs targets in Performance Agreement: Bangladesh has
introduced Annual Performance Agreement (APA), a results-based performance management
system, across the whole spectrum of public sector assessing individual and ministries/agencies
performance.

CHALLENGES AHEAD

e Resource Mobilization: SDGs are all encompassing requiring huge resources for
implementation. Traditional sources of funding are not going to be sufficient to implement the

10
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SDGs. We need to find innovative ways of financing from both the public and the private sectors,
development partners and ensure effective and efficient ways for utilization.

e Stakeholders’ Engagement: SDGs implementation requires a multi-stakeholder
approach involving private sector, NGOs, CSOs, Media and Major Group of Other Stakeholders.
Bangladesh has been working out how to enhance participation of all the stakeholders in its
efforts to implement the SDGs.

e Data Availability and Management: There are enormous challenges in collection,
analysis, disaggregation, and dissemination of data. The country needs to build collaboration at
bilateral, regional and global levels for capacity building and sharing of best practices.

e Localization of SDGs: Localization of SDGs targets and indicators for contextualizing
the 2030 Agenda appropriately with local development plans and strategies is of utmost
importance and emphasized.

CONCLUSION

SDGs demand concerted and collective efforts with strong political commitment at all
levels. The 2030 Agenda comes at a time when Bangladesh has already kicked off its journey
towards an upper middle income country by 2030 and a developed country by 2041.
Bangladesh has incorporated priorities of SDGs in all her development policies. The
Government has adopted an inclusive approach to development so that the poorest and the
most vulnerable section of the country can be integrated into its national development efforts.
As the country moves ahead, challenges in several areas, including in resource mobilization and
data management, will have to be addressed. Bangladesh is confident to set the example of a
leading SDGs achiever.

Belarus

[Originally submitted in Russian and translated to English by the Secretariat]

Belarus is committed to implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
and considers that the Sustainable Development Goals can be achieved through coordinated
economic, social and environmental activities by all national partners under conditions of
political stability and steady economic growth.

Two important factors in the achievement of the Goals are mutually beneficial
cooperation at the regional and global levels and the sharing of knowledge and experience
regarding innovations with the aim of building capacity and transferring technologies for
development purposes.

Institutional innovations — the establishment of a national coordination mechanism for the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals

A national coordination mechanism has been established in Belarus to form a
comprehensive overview of the national circumstances and priorities in the 2030 Agenda
implementation process, to take into account the cross-cutting and indivisible nature of the

11
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Sustainable Development Goals and to achieve a balance between the three components of
sustainable development (economic, social and environmental).

The institutional innovations include the establishment by the President of Belarus of
the post of National Coordinator for the Achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
and the establishment of a national council for sustainable development with the National
Coordinator at its helm.

The activities of the council, which comprises the directors of 30 relevant national and
regional government bodies, will help to increase the accountability of specific government
agencies in the implementation of the Goals; establish a platform for intersectoral exchange
and discussion of progress with regard to the implementation of the Goals; and ensure that the
challenges of vertical and horizontal coordination are addressed more effectively.

The National Coordinator will monitor the implementation of the Goals at the national
level and coordinate the efforts of all parties involved. To this end, discussions have been
organized within the council, attended by representatives of specialized scientific and research
bodies, non-governmental organizations and partners from among United Nations agencies and
international organizations, on a broad range of issues regarding the achievement of specific
sustainable development goals and challenges.

The National Coordinator will report to the Government and the President on progress
with regard to the implementation of the Goals and will submit recommendations on how to
improve the implementation process.

Parliamentary hearings and national consultations involving a wide range of partners,
including civil society, also form part of the process of implementing and monitoring the
Sustainable Development Goals.

Other partners in Belarus, together with United Nations agencies, are working to inform
the Belarusian public about the 2030 Agenda in order to raise public awareness, create an
enabling environment and mobilize domestic resources for the achievement of the Goals.

Adaptation of global sustainable development indicators to the national situation — use of
policies driven by strategic data

Belarus considers that making progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals and ensuring that nobody is left behind largely depend on high-quality, accessible, timely
and reliable disaggregated data. The main difficulties faced by Belarus in establishing a national
system of indicators on the basis of global indicators are the gaps in data and methodology. Full
information is available for only 38 per cent of the indicators; there is partial information on 22
per cent of them; and there are no data or calculation methodologies in the case of almost
40 per cent of them.

Under the direction of the Belarusian Statistical Committee, public administration
bodies have begun compiling a list of national indicators to be used as a basis for the
establishment of a national system of indicators for monitoring the Goals.

It is envisaged that the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals will be
monitored through the joint efforts of central and local government bodies, with non-
governmental and international partners also involved in the activities.

Key challenges in this regard are the strengthening of the statistical capacity of Belarus
and coordination and collaboration between different participants in sustainable development
processes.
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The Sustainable Development Goals in national development strategies, programmes and
plans

Belarus has already taken a number of significant steps at the national level towards the
practical implementation of the 2030 Agenda. Its activities started in 2015 when the
Government approved the national strategy for sustainable socioeconomic development, which
set out the main milestones to be achieved by 2030. The main aims of the strategy are to
transform the model of the national economy from administrative to indicative planning;
achieve a balance between public and private sector contributions to gross domestic product;
develop the national economy; introduce the principles of a green economy in industry;
promote innovative development and social support for the most needy; and create conditions
in which every individual can achieve his or her potential.

Efforts are currently being made to harmonize the national strategy with the Sustainable
Development Goals. In the near future, the Government will approve an updated national
strategy based on the specific goals and challenges of the 2030 Agenda, taking into account the
national system of sustainable development indicators.

Belarus views the incorporation of the Goals into national, sectoral and regional
development strategies, programmes and plans as an important factor in the implementation
at the national level of the 2030 Agenda. These strategies, programmes and plans specify the
work to be carried out by the Government and central and local authorities, improvements to
be made to legislation and the distribution of budget resources.

In December 2016, the programme for the socioeconomic development of the Republic
of Belarus for the period until 2020 was adopted after extensive public discussion. The
programme identified the maximizing of domestic resources — in particular the economy’s
potential for innovation — and human development as the cornerstones of sustainable
development.

A major development challenge is to improve the quality of life of the population by
boosting the competitiveness of the economy, attracting investment and promoting innovative
development. In order to achieve the stated goals, the development of Belarus will be geared
towards the following priorities: ensuring sustainable economic growth through investment
and innovation; investing in human development; strengthening social support for vulnerable
groups; achieving gender equality; pursuing an active youth policy; and preserving
environmental sustainability.

In Belarus, the Sustainable Development Goals will be achieved with account taken of
the indicators included in the national, sectoral and regional strategies, programmes and plans.
As the process of creating a national system of sustainable development indicators is
completed, the indicators will be incorporated into the national monitoring and planning
system.

Methodology for compiling the voluntary national review of Belarus

Belarus considers the high-level political forum on sustainable development to be a
unique platform for exchanging best practices, drawing up recommendations for surmounting
challenges to sustainable development and developing effective strategic and coordinated
measures for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
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An important driver of sustainable development at the national level is the study,
adaptation and application of international best practices. Belarus stands ready to share its best
practices with regard to sustainable development with the international community.

Belarus welcomes, in addition to the universal scope of the high-level political forum,
the systematic analysis of the regional aspects of sustainable development, with particular
focus on emerging trends and difficulties and on coordinated responses and measures for
tackling the most pressing issues.

Sustainable development issues for middle-income countries warrant serious
consideration at the high-level political forum. If equitable progress is to be achieved, it is
crucial to broaden the support of the United Nations system for this category of States, which
accounts for a sizeable proportion of the global population and the global economy. It will not
be possible to achieve all three components of sustainable development without addressing
the economic and social problems of these countries and ensuring their active involvement in
the achievement of the Goals at both the national and the international levels.

In its first voluntary national review, Belarus will consider the issues of prosperity, a
healthy lifestyle and well-being as priorities, within the framework of the main theme of the
2017 high-level political forum: eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing
world. It will also focus on the Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda related to food security
and sustainable agriculture, health care, education, gender equality, employment and
demographics, and also the building of resilient infrastructure and the promotion of sustainable
industrialization and innovation.

Particular attention will be paid in the review to the cross-cutting issue of “leaving no
one behind”, as well as to revitalizing and strengthening a global partnership that brings
together Governments, the United Nations system, civil society, the private sector and other
actors, with the aim of mobilizing all available resources for the achievement of sustainable
development.

Belgium

[Originally submitted in English]

Belgium can build on a long tradition of efforts towards sustainable development. Since
2007, sustainable development is anchored in the Belgian Constitution as a general policy
objective. For several years, the various governments at federal and federated levels have been
using overarching plans and strategies to ensure coherence between the different dimensions
of sustainable development, while a tailored institutional framework enables cooperation,
consultation and coordination between the actors involved. While these elements provide
Belgian authorities with a good starting point, further adaptations and accelerations in terms
of policy-making, institutional functioning and staffing are necessary in view of incorporating
the SDGs and targets into all of our internal and external policy frameworks in the best and
most coherent possible manner.

This process is ongoing, and the National Voluntary Review (NVR) has so far played a
pedagogical and instrumental role, thereby also maximizing the peer learning potential within
the Belgian federal system. Coordinated by a political steering committee chaired by the Prime
Minister, and with the active involvement of representatives from the various federal and
federated entities, it has ensured a much needed high-level political impetus. It has intensified
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reflections on the best way to operationalize the SDGs within government departments;
allowed progress in the work on a Belgian SDG indicator framework; emphasized the need to
ensure all relevant actors are truly on board in a ‘whole of government’ comprehensive
approach coherently combining development, defense, diplomacy and rule of law instruments
abroad; and it has given a renewed impulse in terms of collaboration with civil society
stakeholders and private sector. Most importantly, it has allowed for the first time to deliver a
comprehensive overview of the panoply of actions which, domestically as well as externally
directed, are currently ongoing and contributing to SDG attainment.

NVR findings underscore the commitment of the Belgian authorities to implementing
the SDGs as a whole, taking on board key principles such as leaving no-one behind, adopting a
rights-based approach and mainstreaming gender throughout the SDGs. The focus is on all
SDGs, working through overarching strategies and initiatives to address interlinkages and to
enhance cooperation within and between the various governments. Governments are aligning
sectoral and thematic policy plans at national, subnational and local levels to the 2030 Agenda.
This alignment has, for example, already contributed to a far-reaching overhaul in Belgian
international development policies. The NVR also highlights the commitment of civil society
organizations and private sector players, who are launching a broad range of actions and are
often setting up new umbrella organizations or revitalizing and adapting existing ones.

All 17 SDGs as well as a large majority of their corresponding 169 targets are currently
being addressed in one way or another, with many actions being reported on the SDGs related
to, inter alia, health, gender, inclusive and sustainable economic growth and decent work,
terrestrial biodiversity and peaceful societies. The review also identified that further efforts will
be required in a number of areas in order to address specific challenges, as scale matters in
terms of the extent to which various governments have been able to systematically incorporate
the SDGs throughout their areas of competence. Civil society counterparts, consulted in the
context of this NVR, indicated that they expect additional attention for issues pertaining to
lifelong learning, water and air quality (including particulate matter), energy intensity and
renewable energy, greenhouse gas emissions, people at risk of poverty as well as mobilization
of the necessary means of implementation.

Reviewing the implementation of the SDGs in and by Belgium remains work in progress.
Given the challenges related to undertaking a fully-fledged review of progress and impact
covering the full breadth and depth of this agenda, this first edition of the Belgian NVR should
be considered primarily as a stocktaking exercise, a starting point providing us with a (partial)
baseline and a benchmark: for guiding further action, for future monitoring of progress, and for
strengthening accountability towards the Belgian population and parliaments.

Belize

[Originally submitted in English]

I. Key plans or Strategies for Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals [SDGs]

Belize has made significant strides in transitioning from the Millennium Development
Goals in 2015. “Horizon 2030: National Development Framework for Belize 2010-2030” now
guides long-term development planning. The strategic priorities for Belize by the year 2030
includes democratic governance for effective public administration and sustainable
development; education; economic resilience and a healthy citizenry and environment. Building
on this long-term development plan and to guide the implementation of the SDGs the “Growth
and Sustainable Development Strategy (GSDS) 2016-2020” was adopted. This is an integrated,
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systematic approach based on the principles of sustainable development towards a proactive
role for the state; accessing global markets; and innovative social policy implementation.

Il. Priority SDGs

Successful sustainable development requires prioritization of a country’s goals based on
clear criteria and critical success factors that create multiplier effects on other goals. Of the six
SDGs prioritized for discussion at the High Level Political Forum [HLPF] in July 2017, Belize has
selected two goals: SDG# 5 - Gender Equality and SDG# 14 - Life Below Water, for detailed
discussion.

SDG #5: Gender Equality
Achievements:

e The Government of Belize has embarked on aligning gender equality policies, plans
and other normative frameworks. The Women’s Department, the National Committee for
Women and Children and the National Women’s Commission implements and/or advises the
Government on gender-related issues, gender-based violence reduction and ensures gender
mainstreaming in all aspects of planning for development, as well as, to ensure compliance with
various gender-related international conventions.

e The Ministries of Education, Youth, Sports and Culture; Health; and Human
Development, along with regional and international partners, are collaborating on addressing
cross-cutting issues, highlighting priority areas, building capacity and improving data collection
systems.

e The National Gender Policy was revised in 2013, to take actions and ensure
advancements in the areas of: health; education and skills training; wealth and employment
creation; power and decision-making; reduce violence producing conditions. The
implementation of the policy led to the creation of a Gender Integration Committee comprised
of Government and civil society agencies and the appointment of a Gender Focal Point in each
Ministry.

SDG #14: Life Below Water
Achievements:

e The Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) plan was finalized and endorsed in
2016. The aim of the plan is to recommend actions that will ensure sustainable coastal resource
use by balancing conservation practices with economic and social needs.

e Managed Access (MA) was piloted in two marine protected areas, then rolled out
across territorial waters in 2016. MA aims to build good stewardship and improve fishing
practices by establishing nine fisheries management areas.

e The Fisheries Resource Bill has been drafted and is awaiting enactment. A Task Force
representing the government, private sector and civil society was established to advise the
Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, the Environment, Sustainable Development and
Immigration [MAFFESDI] on sustainable fisheries practices.

Ill. Main Challenges Encountered and Areas of Progress
Main Challenges
The main challenges to date are:

e Political adoption of the SDG Agenda has not been fully embraced at all levels and
sectors required to move the process effectively;
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e Existing processes for data collection, interpretation, standardization, management
and dissemination are inadequate to properly monitor and evaluate the SDGs;

e Economic downturn over the past year has necessitated budget cuts which have
restricted the government’s ability to finance the implementation of programs to meet SDG
commitments.

e Ineffective collaboration and coordination, between and among, institutions,
agencies, and non-governmental stakeholders responsible for implementation.

Areas of Progress
The main areas of progress to date are:

e Institutional framework for the operationalization of the SDGs, both at the
political/governance and technical levels, has been established through the formation of the
Sustainable Development Unit of the MAFFESDI and the subsequent activation of Technical
Committees and Working Tables;

e The GSDS as the medium term national integrated development strategy,
incorporates the principles and priorities of the SDGs, creating synergizes within, and among,
national implementation agencies;

e The GSDS Monitoring and Evaluation Framework has been developed;

e Statistical Institute of Belize, in recognition of data systems shortcomings, has
embarked on a program to enhance its capacity to act as the central repository for GSDS and
SDG statistics.

e The adoption of program budgeting by GOB is a critical first step in ensuring that SDG
commitments are achieved.

IV. Stakeholder Involvement /Consultation

The development of the GSDS had extensive citizen participation including Civil Society
Organizations, Academia, and Statutory Agencies. The integration of the National Poverty
Elimination Strategy and Action Plan and National Sustainable Development Strategy was a
result of stakeholder consultations.

The GSDS Monitoring and Evaluation Framework, includes participation of civil society
organizations at the Technical Committee level, Working Table and Economic and Sustainable
Council.

SDGs and GSDS activities, particularly capacity building and training sessions, makes
provisions for extensive citizen participation.

V. Means of Implementation
Governance Structure
e The Office of the Prime Minister and Cabinet authorizes and endorses the GSDS.

e The CEO Caucus, provides the next level of oversight. It is tasked with the
responsibility of prioritization, coordination, synchronization, implementation, monitoring and
evaluation of the GSDS.

e In line with five Critical Success Factors of the GSDS, five Technical Committees will
be established to ensure systemic integration: a) Optimal National Income and Investment
Committee, b) Social Cohesion and Resilience Committee, c) Natural Environmental, Historical
and Cultural Assets Committee, d) Governance and e) Citizen Security Committee.
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e The Economic and Sustainable Development Council, a senior leadership advisory
body appointed by the Prime Minister, provides input on priorities and implementation. It
serves as a platform for public and private sector and civil society dialogue.

Resource Mobilization for Implementation of GSDS

Implementation of the GSDS will require significant resources. Consequently, four broad
approaches will be pursued to mobilize financial, human and material resources:

e Strategy 1: Expenditure Management
e Strategy 2: Enhancing Revenue Generation
e Strategy 3: Improving Financing Options

e Strategy 4: Better Partnerships with the Development Community and Donor
Coordination

Benin

[Originally submitted in French and translated to English by the Secretariat]

Following the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals in September 2015, Benin
immediately began to take ownership of them. A road map setting out various activities was
drawn up. It is being implemented in an inclusive and participatory manner, bringing together
government agencies, municipal councillors, local elected officials, parliamentarians, civil
society, the media and the private sector. In addition to national stakeholders, the other parties
involved are technical and financial partners, primarily from the United Nations system, and
bilateral partners. The 2017 session of the high-level political forum on sustainable
development is an opportunity for Benin to inform the international community of the progress
it has made.

Raising awareness of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable
Development Goals

In order to engage all stakeholders in a predictable process of taking ownership of the
Sustainable Development Goals, a high-level seminar on the Goals and the Paris Agreement on
climate change was held in September 2016, with a view to reflecting on the global processes
that Benin is involved in, raising awareness of these processes among key development actors,
and establishing and approving a full programme for taking ownership of the Goals.

The process of taking ownership began with an awareness-raising phase, which is still
under way and consists of the provision of information, and also education and communication,
aimed at raising awareness of the Goals among the various stakeholders in Benin.

Establishment of thematic working groups

In order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, the Government has
established an institutional framework structured around four thematic groups (on social,
economic, environmental and governance issues). The thematic groups are organized around
focal points responsible for planning and programming in the line ministries and benefit from

18



S, HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM
% ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

the participation of all kinds of actors, such as local elected officials, parliamentarians, civil
society, the private sector, institutions and opinion leaders. The framework is overseen by the
Directorate General for the Coordination and Monitoring of the Sustainable Development
Goals, which reports directly to the Minister of State for Planning and Development. This system
illustrates the Government’s commitment and determination to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Assessment of the incorporation of the Sustainable Development Goals into public policies
and strategies

In order to establish a frame of reference for effective development planning based on
the Sustainable Development Goals, Benin carried out an integrated and rapid assessment of
the incorporation of the Goals into national policies and strategies. The assessment revealed
that, on average, 60 to 70 per cent of the targets set out in the Goals had been incorporated
into national policies and strategies.

Prioritization and contextualization of the Sustainable Development Goal targets and
indicators

Following the assessment referred to above and the prioritization of the Goals, 49
priority targets were identified for Benin. The implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goal indicators has also made it possible to establish a baseline for the indicators that relate to
the priority targets.

Development of change-enabling strategies

Working in an inclusive and participatory manner, the thematic groups have set out to
identify, using theory-of-change methodology, factors and strategies for accelerating change.
The aim is to identify key measures with a strong catalytic effect that will help to remove any
bottlenecks that might hinder the country’s efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals. Particular emphasis has been placed on the context and prospects for Goals 1, 2, 3, 5, 9
and 14, which will be reviewed at the 2017 high-level political forum.

Identification of key challenges

The process of preparing the present voluntary national review highlighted a number of
major challenges, including:

. The availability of indicators of progress towards the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals and the disaggregation of such indicators

o The issue of financing to help achieve the Goals

. The need to adapt the planning system in line with the requirement to achieve
results in relation to the Goals.

Botswana

[Originally submitted in English]
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1.0. INTRODUCTION

Botswana has embraced sustainable development as its development approach, and is
fully committed to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, its principles, goals, targets
and indicators. This report provides an overview of Botswana’s progress in the implementation
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) since their adoption, with a particular focus on
the theme - “Eradicating Poverty and Promoting Prosperity in a Changing World”.

This report has been prepared with the full participation of Government, private sector,
civil society, local authorities, development partners, UN, academia and other interest groups.
Data was collected through workshops, focus group discussions, key informer interviews and
literature reviews. The main report will highlight the positive experience to date and the
challenges encountered in the efforts made to eradicate poverty.

2.0. BOTSWANA DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT AND THE SDGS

Botswana’s economy rose from being one of the poorest in the world at independence
in 1966 to an upper-middle income status in the 1990s. This result was due to the discovery of
diamonds and the government’s good management of this resource together with the focus on
developing Botswana as a democratic state.

The focus of the country’s development for the past five decades has centered on four
key pillars being i.e. Sustainable Environment, Rapid Economic Growth, Economic
Independence and Social Justice. These are much akin to the dimensions of Sustainable
Development and laid the foundation for a seamless transition to adopting the SDG agenda.

Through the implementation of her national development frameworks Botswana made
big strides in terms of economic growth and at one point was the fastest growing economy in
the world. However, the capital-intensive nature of diamond mining, its vulnerability to external
shocks and the exhaustible nature of the commodity created an economy with structural
rigidities that restricted significant employment generation. Government’s major shareholding
in diamond mining, increased its revenues significantly through diamond export earnings.
Consequently, this allowed the government to invest heavily in development projects and
recurrent expenditure. This constrained private sector growth which itself is heavily dependent
on Government spending. Unfortunately, this fast economic growth did not provide the many
jobs expected. Rather it contributed to the growth of high income inequality and poverty levels
not befitting an upper-middle income economy. Given this development, Botswana embarked
on a programme to address these inequalities and especially poverty reduction. Within this
context the SDGs are very relevant to Botswana.

3.0. TOWARDS SDGS IMPLEMENTATION

Botswana’s SDGs implementation process can be captured in four distinct phases as
follows: First, the process began with a strong campaign to ensure ownership of SDGs at all
levels. Second, the goals were integrated into national development frameworks, programs and
sector plans. Third, institutional mechanisms were established for their effective coordination.
. Fourth, a plan of action (Roadmap) to rollout SDGs was approved. Simultaneously, the country
embarked on developing a sustainable development framework that will set out how the
country will implement all its programmes using a sustainable development approach.

3.1 Creating Ownership at all levels:

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has been promoted through awareness
campaigns undertaken for the Government, Local Authorities, Civil Society, Academia,
Parliament and Development Partners. The roll out of the pilot programme for Mainstreaming
Acceleration and Policy Support (MAPS) and the private sector-oriented initiatives have also
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assisted in this process. The SDGs have also been translated into the local language by civil
society.

Several private sector entities are embracing the SDGs either as part of their existing
business sustainability strategy processes or as a deliberate response to the local and global
SDGs awareness campaigns. These include the Botswana Stock Exchange (signed up for the UN
Sustainable Stock Exchange Initiatives), the Green Building Council (brings together players in
the construction industry to promote sustainable buildings and reduce carbon emissions),
Debswana (developed a sustainability strategy and mapped SDGs on their value chains) and
some financial institutions.

3.2 Alignment of SDGs with the National Vision and National Development Plans

Botswana’s overall approach is that its development frameworks should drive
Sustainable Development. Therefore, Botswana underwent a lengthy consultation process in
the development of its national Vision 2036 (2017-2036), National Development Plan 11 (2017-
2023) — and the associated District and Urban Development Plans, to ensure that these key
documents were aligned to the SDGs.

Both Vision 2036 and NDP 11 were formulated at the same time that the SDGs were
being finalized, giving Botswana the opportunity to embrace them at planning stages.
Consequently, NDP 11’s overall theme of “Inclusive Growth for the Realization of Sustainable
Employment Creation and Poverty Eradication” seeks to capture the spirit of the SDG agenda,
acknowledging the “development challenges facing the country, and the need to align the focus
of the Plan with global, continental and regional initiatives.” The stated national priorities of
NDP 11 mirror those of Vision 2036 and very closely relate to the SDG agenda. These are: (i)
Developing diversified sources of economic growth; (ii) Human capital development; (iii) Social
development; (iv) Sustainable use of national resources; and (v) Implementation of an effective
monitoring and evaluation system. Similarly, Vision 2036 is also anchored on the principles of
Sustainable Development, and is committed to align its implementation to the SDGs.

In addition, prior to the SDGs adoption in 2015, Botswana initiated a broad-based
consultation around defining what sustainable development means for the country. This led to
developing a draft National Framework for Sustainable Development. The framework defines a
broad-based approach to sustainable development and the building blocks for Botswana’s
transition to a sustainable development pathway including the domestication of the SDGs. This
sustainable development approach was adopted as the guiding approach in NDP11 and Vision
2036.

Through the leadership of the national statistics office, Statistics Botswana, the country
has mapped all SDGs indicators relevant and measurable in Botswana, and aligned them to the
country’s Vision 2036, NDP11 and the African Union Agenda 2063. The country is now on course
to compile a full baseline of those indicators that are applicable and whose data is readily
available

3.3. Institutional Mechanisms for SDG Coordination

Given the importance of SDGs, the country established a National Steering Committee
(NSC). The NSC drives policy agenda and is co-chaired by the Government and the United
Nations. Its membership is derived from Government, Private sector, Development Partners,
Youth Groups, National Assembly, Ntlo ya Dikgosi (formerly House of Chiefs), Civil Society
Organizations, Trade Unions and other Non-State Actors.

At a technical level the NSC is assisted by a Technical Task Force (TTF) whose
membership is also multi-sectoral. These committees are serviced by SDGs Secretariat in the
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development (MFED) supported by the UN.
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The SDG rollout process will be further supported by four Thematic Working Groups
(TWGs). These are (i) Economy and Employment, (ii) Social Upliftment, (iii) Sustainable
Environment, and (iv) Governance, Safety and Security. Each TWG comprises a cluster of related
sectors whose membership is derived from state and non-state actors. For data and progress
tracking, Statistics Botswana is the institutional entity charged with the responsibility to set up
a system that aligns the SDGs indicators with the NDP11 and Vision 2036 indicators as well as
monitor progress in SDGs implementation in conjunction with the National Strategy Office
(NSO).

3.4. The SDGs Roadmap

Following the adoption of the 2030 agenda, the NSC put together a National SDGs
Roadmap. The document provides a coherent and well-coordinated approach to the
implementation of the SDGs. It identifies broad areas to be covered in the medium to long term.
The Roadmap sets out three areas of focus; (i) Coordination, Ownership and Leadership; (ii)
Implementation, building on existing structures; and (iii) Data and progress tracking and
reporting. It also includes a plan of action for the next five years which will be broken down into
annual workplans.

4.0. STATUS OF SELECTED SDGS IN BOTSWANA RELATED TO POVERTY

Botswana’s Voluntary National review (VNR) will focus on SDG 1: End Poverty in all its
forms everywhere. The goal on ending poverty is also related to several other goals through
forward and backward linkages i.e. eradication of poverty drives other SDGs while ending
poverty also depends on progress made in other goals. This report therefore reflects these
linkages, and, in addition to SDG 1, it will set out progress in SDGs 2, 3, 5,9 and 17.

SDG1: Poverty Eradication through Economic Growth- the Botswana Experience
Background

Progress towards SDG 1 started way before the era of the SDGs. The country managed
to reduce its head count poverty rate from 47 percent in 1993 to 30.6 percent 2002/3 and
further down to 19.3 percent in 2009/10 (Botswana Core Welfare Indicator Survey, 2009/10).
Poverty incidence decreased faster in rural areas than it did in cities and towns. However, this
poverty level is still high for a middle-income country. Botswana’s Gini coefficient decreased
from 64.7 to 60.9 during the same period, but remains high. Botswana’s shared prosperity rate,
measured by the growth rate of the per capita consumption level of lowest 40th percentile of
the population, stands at 4.9 percent, above the global median of 3.9 percent, and higher than
those of South Africa, Namibia, Swaziland, Lesotho and Mauritius.

Key Interventions Supporting SDG 1

Botswana’s flagship programme towards SDG 1 is the Poverty Eradication Programme
(PEP), introduced in 2010, with the objective of economically empowering the poor and to
capacitate beneficiaries to live a dignified life. It targets those with monthly income of less than
P300 (USS30) per month, destitute persons, people living with disabilities, orphans and
vulnerable individuals, thus assisting them to graduate from extreme poverty. This is done
through sustainable income generation projects and employment creation initiatives, capacity
building and skills development and the provision of social services for daily survival.

SDG2: Ending Hunger and Increasing Access to Nutrition and Linkages to Poverty
Background

While the Government of Botswana had declared the country free of hunger,
malnutrition still remains a challenge particularly in rural areas. . Botswana has experienced a
slight improvement in Under Five malnutrition levels. Underweight rates decreased from 13.9
percent in 2007 to 13.1 percent in 2014. Stunting decreased from 25.9 percent to 21 percent
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while wasting fell from 7.6 percent to 7.3 percent (Botswana Family Health Survey, 2007;
Determinants of Malnutrition Survey, 2014).

Key Interventions Supporting SDG 2

Botswana is implementing several interventions to address malnutrition. These include
the School Feeding Programme, the Letlhafula Programme and the Vulnerable Group Program.
An average of 95 percent of beneficiaries registered under these programmes are supported on
monthly basis, making the poor and vulnerable families to be food secure. These programmes
have introduced food baskets with locally-sourced foods, enhancing their multiplier effects.

SDG 3: Ending Poverty and Ensuring Healthy Lives and Well-being
Background

The main health issues under SDG 3 in Botswana are Maternal mortality, HIV and TB
related deaths, Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) and substance abuse, but there is lack of
data that links them to income status. The country has achieved a significant reduction in
Mother to Child transmission of HIV. One of the key challenges Botswana faces in promoting
healthy lives and well-being is inability to significantly reduce maternal mortality, perpetuated
through-out the MDGs era. This is still a challenge in the advent of the SDGs. Almost all (99
percent) maternal deaths in Botswana occur in health facilities. Deaths arising from abortion
account for only 15 percent of the total maternal deaths. While poverty is hard to pin to these
deaths, maternal mortality could increase poverty levels where a single mother dies leaving
children without income. It should be noted that 64.4 percent of women who died between
2012 and 2014 were single mothers, most of whom left orphaned children in poverty.

Key Interventions Supporting SDG 3

Botswana has adopted a primary health care and social determinants approach to
health, which addresses causes and cost cutting measures across sectors to improve universal
health coverage, leverage resource efficiencies and innovative financing to reduce the cost
burden on families and the economy, leaving no one behind. The country has adopted a multi-
pronged multi-sectoral approach to NCDs which is anticipated to reduce the economic burden
on families in due course. In 2016, Botswana launched the HIV “Treat All Strategy” that
promotes universal health coverage and ensures that all those who test positive get treatment
no matter their viral load or CD 4 count.

SDG 5: Gender Equality and Poverty
Background

Most of the poor households in Botswana are female headed, creating a strong link
between gender and poverty. Gender-based violence (GBV) is still a challenge for Botswana,
with a prevalence rate of 67 percent. Furthermore, national HIV/AIDS prevalence is skewed
towards women, with the 2013 rate amongst women standing at 19.2 percent and 14.1 percent
for men (Botswana AIDS Impact Survey, 2013). This differential could be a result of women
being exposed to violence related sex. The ratio of women in Parliament and Cabinet are 10
percent and 17 percent respectively, while 47 percent of senior government positions
(Permanent Secretary, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Director and Head of Department) are
occupied by women. On the other hand, women occupy 30 percent of senior positions in the
private sector and parastatals (CEOs, Management and Board of Directors). This is partly due to
the gender parity achieved at all levels of education prior to the MDGs era.

Key Interventions Supporting SDG 5

Botswana has made significant progress in uplifting the status of women in the society
and enhancing their access to economic opportunities through various policy instruments and
programmes. For instance, the government passed a Domestic Violence Act and developed a
National Strategy for ending Gender Based Violence (2016-2020). The Dikgosi (Chiefs) Action
Plan for Mainstreaming Gender into Customary Justice System and Addressing GBV was also
developed. The main national framework is the National Policy, Strategy and Operational Plan
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on Gender and Development providing policy direction, strategic orientation and establishing
linkages with other strategic frameworks. Institutionally, Botswana has elevated the gender
mandate from departmental to ministerial level.

Other efforts include capacity development of legal practitioners, law enforcement
officers and traditional leaders on gender sensitive case management. Furthermore, capacity
development of health and psycho-social support providers on gender sensitive management
of GVB cases and the ongoing National GBV National Study all add to major breakthroughs in
awareness.

SDG 9: Ending Poverty through Resilient Infrastructure, Inclusive and Sustainable
Industrialization and Innovation

Background

The Botswana Government acknowledges that infrastructure contributes to
employment creation and poverty alleviation through employment generated during its
construction phase and through the facilitative role it renders to other production activities.
The ageing of existing infrastructure is acknowledged in NDP 11. The country has made
significant progress towards improving its infrastructure, particularly in the road, water and
sanitation sectors, and has increased rural access to power and mobile telephone sectors
(World Bank, 2011). Inadequate infrastructure in tourism, agriculture and Information and
Communication Technology is however a significant impediment to economic growth and
poverty alleviation.

Key Interventions Supporting SDG 9

The Government has decided that during NDP 11 it will place emphasis on maintenance
and upgrading of existing infrastructure. The bulk of the NDP11 infrastructure budget focuses
on water, energy, tourism, agriculture, education and health. Botswana will use the Industrial
Development Policy (2014) to establish diversified and sustainable industries which will
beneficiate locally available materials. Through the Economic Diversification Drive (EDD)
initiative,'youth, women farmers and small scale manufacturers’ will have access to markets.
The Public Private Partnerships (PPP) business model proved to be viable for some of these
major projects.

SDG 17: Ending Poverty through Strengthening Means of Implementation and
Revitalization of Global Partnerships for Sustainable Development

Background

Botswana success in reducing poverty can be attributed to the many Government
subsidies including the agriculture sector. However, any slight shock to the economy due to
internal or external factors significantly reduces the Government’s ability to support such
subsidies, leading to a reversal in terms of achievements made in poverty reduction. At the
same time, the upper-middle income status of the country limits its ability to access external
grants (estimated at 5 percent of the NDP 11 budget).

Key Interventions Supporting SDG 17

Botswana aims to access available global resources more through non-financial sources
such as South-South and North-South cooperation mainly for skills, knowledge and technology
transfers drawing from technology banks and personnel experiences. The country has
established institutions and infrastructure through which it can access and adapt to such
technology. These include the Botswana Innovation Hub (BIH), Botswana Technology Centre
(BOTEC), the Botswana International University of Science and Technology (BIUST) together
with other local institutions of higher learning.

Private sector growth and participation in the implementation of the SDGs will be key
to poverty eradication, but requires conducive policy environment and genuine partnerships
with government and non-state actors. Government-business platforms such as the High Level
Consultative Council (HLCC) chaired by the President, are key entry points for SDGs
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partnerships. On the policy front, the Botswana Government has created a conducive
macroeconomic environment to encourage local and foreign private sector investment. These
include the Trade Policy for Botswana (2009). The country has also set up the Botswana
Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) aimed at attracting investment and promoting exports.
Initiatives to promote economic activity and foreign investment in specific areas include the
establishment of hubs to promote economic growth in the agriculture, diamond, education,
health and transportation sectors. Additional investment opportunities in Botswana include
large water, electricity, transportation, and telecommunication infrastructure, where possible
utilizing the PPP approach.

5.0 CONCLUSION

Botswana has undertaken significant steps to ensure government and citizens are aware
of what SDGs are all about. The government has developed a national Vision (2016- 2036) that
is aligned to SDGs. The National Development Plan 11 (2017 — 2023) is also aligned to SDGs.
Many sector plans are now beginning to integrate SDGs. A national structure was established
to coordinate SDGs implementation to ensure an “all of government approach” to SDGs and a
Roadmap for their rollout has been developed. There is a recognition that the SDGs are not the
business of government alone, but involve all players, including the private sector and all
communities. The main challenges the government face are related to the shortage of financial
resources and the absence of high quality disaggregated data that can enable it to design
targeted programmes to address poverty. Nonetheless, the building blocks for Botswana to
increase the pace of SDGs implementation not only for poverty but for all other goals, are firmly
in place.

Brazil

[Originally submitted in English]

The aim of the present Voluntary National Review is to provide information on the
Brazilian preparation process and the strategies for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda as
of September 2015, when the Federal government committed in the United Nations General
Assembly to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and their targets.

Initially, information that depicts Brazilian reality is provided based on social, economic
and environmental data. The Report then outlines the steps that the country has taken towards
the development of strategies for the internalization and localization of the 2030 Agenda.

Chapter 4 presents a study on the convergence between the Federal government's
planning instrument, public policy implementation and the SDGs targets. By analyzing the
relation between the programmes, goals, targets and initiatives of the 2016-2019 Pluriannual
Plan and the 169 targets of the Sustainable Development Goals it became possible to identify
the current alignment between the 2030 Agenda and the Federal government's main planning
instrument.

In light of the challenges posed by the new Agenda, the Report highlights the creation
of the National Commission for the Sustainable Development Goals, the main institutional
governance mechanism for fostering dialogue, engagement and integration of the initiatives
carried out by subnational entities and civil society. The aim of the Commission is to internalize,
disseminate and ensure the transparency of the 2030 Agenda implementation process.

The initiatives carried out by civil society, subnational governments, the Legislative
branch and external control institutions are subsequently discussed. In order to draft Chapter
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6, several actors were invited to share their experiences regarding the new Agenda. Their
valuable contributions underscore the range and plurality of initiatives currently underway in
support of the SDGs.

In order to establish a basis for the follow-up of the SDGs targets proposed by the 2030
Agenda, the relevant global role played by Brazil in the discussions regarding the formulation
of global indicators is highlighted, in addition to the process of definition of national indicators.

In accordance with the central theme of the 2017 High-Level Political Forum —,
Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world —, Chapter 8 discusses the
results achieved by Brazil in recent years and the efforts of the current government regarding
SDGs 1, 2,3,5,9, 14 and 17.

In the social dimension, progress made towards eradicating extreme poverty and
hunger, ensuring healthy lives, and promoting gender equality is presented in the Report. In the
economic dimension, the Report underscores actions that promote greater fiscal discipline and
the expansion of investments in infrastructure, which are among the main challenges faced by
the Brazilian government. In the environmental realm, it is highlighted that the Brazilian energy
mix continues to be one of the cleanest in the world. The diversification of the country's energy
sources and the increase in the proportion of renewable sources, as well as an approach for
greater efficiency in the sector, comprise an essential strategy from both the economic and
environmental perspectives and directly addresses the Goals of the 2030 Agenda.

In addition to the short-term challenges that the country has been facing and
overcoming, particularly in the economic dimension with the structural reforms introduced by
the Government and currently under discussion and approval by the Legislative branch, there
are many other challenges that need to be faced in the medium-term and long-term, such as
guaranteeing, improving and expanding recent achievements and advancing towards new ones.

The next steps to be taken as outlined in this Report are aimed at better public
administration, ranging from the production of statistics to the implementation of sectorial
programmes, from governance practice to engaging networks of actors, as well as optimizing
public spending.

This first Voluntary National Review outlines the main challenges we have before us,
which will guide the planning and monitoring of Brazilian public policies over the coming years.
This document is an initial assessment of the country and the challenges to be faced towards
the eradication of poverty and the promotion of a more prosperous and sustainable Brazil.

Chile

[Originally submitted in Spanish and translated to English by the Secretariat]

Chile reaffirms its commitment to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
the Sustainable Development Goals, which require the engagement of all actors to ensure that
no one is left behind.

With the creation of the National Council for the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, composed of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of
Economic Affairs, Business Development and Tourism, the Ministry of Social Development and
the Ministry of the Environment, progress has been made in establishing, disseminating and
developing a national study relating to the Sustainable Development Goals in order to identify
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public policies and private initiatives that could contribute to their implementation, and also
address gaps and challenges.

A government network for the Sustainable Development Goals has been developed, and
committees and working groups composed of publicinstitutions, the private sector, civil society,
academia and United Nations system organizations have been established.

Other notable initiatives include awareness-raising workshops, national and regional
dialogues hosted by the Government and the “Dialogues for a Sustainable Chile” organized by
civil society. In addition, public-private dialogues were conducted through civil society councils,
including the National Indigenous Council and the Council of Social Responsibility for
Sustainable Development of the Ministry of Economic Affairs.

As a middle-income country, a member of the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development and one of the most open economies in the world, Chile faces significant
long-term challenges: reaching sustainable and inclusive development; reducing poverty and
inequality; addressing climate change; and strengthening democratic institutions.

Chile reaffirms the integrality, indivisibility, universality and equal importance of the
Sustainable Development Goals, which must be implemented as a shared responsibility
between the State, civil society and economic actors in order to achieve sustainable economic
and social development within the framework of inclusive economic growth; decent and
productive work; the protection and promotion of human rights, through non-fragmented,
redistributive policies with an emphasis on social investment; and by regulating the rights of
market actors and promoting social cohesion, non-discrimination and environmental
sustainability.

The 2030 Agenda is in line with the government programme, the previous and ongoing
tax, education and labour reforms, and the expansion of the social protection system. These
efforts, together with the development of strong institutions focused on indigenous peoples
and youth, aim to reduce inequalities, protect rights and strengthen inclusion.

In the social sphere, income poverty has decreased to 11.7 per cent of the population
(as at 2015) according to the national calculation method, and to 0.3 per cent according to the
international calculation method. However, 20.9 per cent of the population experiences
multidimensional poverty and marked income inequality persists. Consequently,
comprehensive and cross-cutting efforts are required to protect, strengthen the capacities and
guarantee the rights of vulnerable groups — women, youth, indigenous peoples, immigrants,
the elderly, persons with disabilities and homeless people — while reducing gender and
geographical gaps.

The Productivity, Innovation and Growth Agenda focuses on diversifying the production
matrix, developing high-potential sectors, democratizing entrepreneurship and innovation, and
increasing the productivity and competitiveness of small and medium enterprises. The Council
of Social Responsibility for Sustainable Development and the Advisory Council on Gender
oversee the implementation of public policies to promote corporate and social responsibility
and equality between men and women. The Gender Parity Initiative is a public-private
partnership aimed at reducing the economic gender gap. The Promotion Project focuses on
ensuring greater representation of women in high-level leadership roles in private businesses.

The national environmental policy establishes conditions and incentives to strengthen
sustainability by ensuring quality of life, environmental equity and ecosystem protection, as
well as by promoting a green growth strategy through the national action plan on climate
change, the national programme for sustainable consumption, and production and market-
based instruments for environmental management. Further efforts which focus on the
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expansion of protected areas include a national biodiversity strategy, the legislative process to
establish a Division for Biodiversity and Protected Areas, the Recycling Promotion Act and new
plans to combat atmospheric pollution in cities. The environmental impact evaluation system,
the promotion of local environmental management and the strategic environmental
assessment are advancing sustainable territorial management. The Environmental Training
Academy and the network of environmental education centres are also contributing to progress
in this area.

Access to justice and the strengthening of institutions, democracy and citizen
participation are prerequisites for inclusive and sustainable development. In that connection,
the Probity and Transparency Agenda reflects the commitment of Chile to improving the quality
of public policy and activities.

In conclusion, Chile reaffirms its commitment to revitalizing the global partnership for
sustainable development and global governance mechanisms in pursuit of a peaceful, just and
inclusive society free from violence.

Costa Rica

[Originally submitted in Spanish and translated to English by the Secretariat]

Introduction

On 9 September 2016, Costa Rica became the first country to sign a “national pact” for
the Sustainable Development Goals. The United Nations system and the national Office of the
Ombudsman were honorary witnesses to the signature of this commitment to implement the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development on the part of the three branches of Government,
civil society organizations, faith-based organizations, public universities, local governments and
the business sector. The pact represented a critical consensus on the goal of leaving no one
behind.

Adaptation of national frameworks and establishment of a governance structure

Under the 2015-2018 national development plan, the executive branch set out
programmes and projects corresponding to each of the Sustainable Development Goals,
indicating the resources allocated for each project and the institutions responsible for their
implementation. In addition, on the basis of an analysis of public policies and a study of
statistical capacities, three priorities were established: combating poverty; achieving
sustainable production and consumption; and building resilient infrastructure and sustainable
communities.

Moreover, in order to ensure adequate monitoring of progress towards the Goals, a
governance structure with various participants was established at four levels: political
coordination; steering and technical expertise; coordination and implementation; and
consultation and accountability.

Progress in implementing specific Sustainable Development Goals

28



&%, HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM
" ‘= ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Costa Rica is working to implement the 2030 Agenda through an integrated and
multidimensional approach to development whereby it seeks to address the obstacles to
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals from a multisectoral perspective.

Under Goal 1, “Ending poverty,” key initiatives have been undertaken, including the
“Bridge to Development” strategy, the incorporation of a multidimensional poverty indicator
and the organization of collective dialogues on poverty eradication.

To address Goal 2, “Zero hunger,” training activities have been established relating to
food security, employability and rural development.

Under Goal 3, “Good health and well-being,” 10 strategies have been developed for the
management of mental, sexual and physical health, in addition to water sanitation programmes.

Under Goal 5, “Gender equality,” strategies have been developed to reduce inequality,
address and prevent violence, and protect sexual and reproductive rights. The adjustments that
the Government is making to the national childcare and child development network are
particularly noteworthy in this regard.

To implement Goal 9, “Industry, innovation and infrastructure,” 13 Government
initiatives have been established to promote technology, develop infrastructure and manage
risk.

Lastly, under Goal 14, “Submarine life,” 14 initiatives have been developed to improve
the sustainable management of marine resources.

Mechanisms to support ownership by national actors

Institutions, State enterprises, public universities and local governments are currently
adjusting their strategic plans and management models and establishing national committees
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.

Civil society organizations have created a platform to develop common strategic and
policy agendas and have initiated training activities. In addition, faith-based organizations have
implemented programmes for vulnerable populations and have conducted communication
strategies in communities. The local network of the United Nations Global Compact in Costa
Rica has also organized outreach and training for businesses and chambers of commerce.

Lastly, the United Nations system has played a critical role in supporting, aligning,
coordinating and organizing materials, research, dialogue and technical expertise during the
first two years of implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Resources for implementation

Costa Rica is an upper middle-income country that is facing a sharply increasing fiscal
deficit. Despite this challenge, in 2016 the greatest proportion of budgetary resources was
allocated to sectors relating to the Sustainable Development Goals: human development and
social inclusion; transportation and infrastructure; and the environment, energy, oceans and
land use.

Next steps

The next steps proposed for the short term include establishing national targets;
strengthening working groups; and consolidating the Advisory Committee of the High-level
Council for the Sustainable Development Goals.

Conclusions
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During the 2015-2017 period, Costa Rica has undertaken significant coordination efforts
on the basis of a multidimensional approach in order to implement the Sustainable
Development Goals. However, despite the progress made, the country faces difficulties in terms
of establishing long-term strategies to tackle international and domestic challenges.

Cyprus

[Originally submitted in English]

The Republic of Cyprus’ national voluntary review on implementation of Agenda2030
offers an overview of progress so far, in the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
in Cyprus. It outlines the main priorities and planning in a process of incorporation of the SDGs
in national policies and the activities of government and non-government sectors towards this
direction, as well as Cyprus’ international activity towards promotion of priority SDGs. It also
describes the efforts towards generating institutional and civil society ownership of the effort
to implement Agenda 2030.

The review presents the results of a preliminary analysis and mapping exercise on
Cyprus’ current progress, identifies challenges and outlines next steps. It describes the
institutional framework set up to work on this mapping and illustrates the present situation for
each of the SDGs, highlighting progress already made, related government or EU policies and
challenges faced. A statistical annex is also included.

The compilation of the review was coordinated by the Department of Development
Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It is to be presented to
the Council of Ministers for information and formal approval.

Institutional mechanism

Cyprus’ institutional mechanism for the implementation of Agenda 2030 is comprised
mainly of Ministries and other governmental services, such as the Statistical Service, under the
coordination of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A relevant line Ministry has been assigned as
coordinator for each one of the 17 Goals. A mapping exercise was initiated at the end of 2016,
aiming to define stakeholders, national or EU strategies and indicators, if applicable, for each
of the targets. Meanwhile, the Cypriot Statistical Service gathered all indicators available.
Priorities were set based on the government priorities as well as on horizontal focal areas, such
as youth.

Upon the initiative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a process has been launched for
indicating the most appropriate coordinator for SDGs implementation at domestic policy level.
Due to institutional transformations occurring in the past year, under the restructuring of the
public service and the possible creation of State Ministries -still under discussion in the House
of Representatives- the coordination of both the domestic and the foreign policy aspects of the
SDGs, as well as communicating and coordinating with the civil society, remained under the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in cooperation, where relevant, with line Ministries.

Integration of sustainable development issues and the three dimensions in the
national framework: The Republic of Cyprus’ sustainable development policy
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Cyprus faced a deep, unprecedented economic crisis that reached its peak in 2013. It
was, therefore, essential to focus on short-run difficulties of the various affected groups and
measures to address them, which led to an inevitable focus on the economic and social
dimensions of policies. Legislation or other policies already exist for most SDGs and targets,
through national and European strategies. Moreover, the structural and institutional reforms
promoted, especially in the public sector, the health system and other sectors, aspire to lead
breakthrough systemic transformations, aiming at creating employment and enhanced
governance, transparency, competitiveness, as well as more efficient service provision to
citizens, including with the further development of e-government.

The mapping exercise indicated the absence of a horizontal strategy covering all three
dimensions of sustainable development. In its place, strategic programming, albeit short to
medium-term one, and other actions, cover most, if not all, of the SDGs. The review outlines
the Republic of Cyprus’ priorities (mainly SDGs 1, 3, 7, 8, 9, as well as SDGs 4 and 14) and the
policies involved in achieving them. Cyprus’ international activity in promoting SDG
implementation is also described.

Enabling environment

Following an extensive promotion, during 2015, of the various dimensions of
sustainable development to the Cypriot public, an effort undertaken in the framework of the
European Year for Development by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in cooperation with the
Ministry of Education and Culture and the Cypriot NGOs, the Cypriot civil society carried out
numerous projects, promoting all or specific SDGs. Engagement with the private sector is mainly
undertaken by the Directorate General for European Programs, Coordination and Development,
in the context of promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility and in cooperation with many
other stakeholders. The House of Representatives’ Committee for the Environment has initiated
parliamentary discussions on Agenda 2030, by requesting an informative session with the SDGs
Coordinator (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) on Cyprus’ progress in SDGs achievement. More
activity is expected to follow in all areas of cooperation, including towards engagement of the
local authorities in the process of Agenda 2030 implementation.

Status of implementation of the SDGs in Cyprus: progress and challenges

Progress is observed in all the SDGs, while planning is already in place for most of them,
especially the priority ones, through all the line policies. The Republic of Cyprus takes pride in
its success in achieving a number of targets at a 100% level, many of them in the framework of
SDG 3. Best practices include the provision of free and easily accessible education to everyone
at all education levels, without discrimination, addressing the challenge of Cyprus’ limited
water resources and supplying excellent quality of drinking water to consumers, as well as the
efforts made towards combating human trafficking, by effectively enforcing new legislation and
expanding the role and competences of the Police Anti-Trafficking Bureau. On the international
sphere, Cyprus actively promotes international cooperation on issues such as the protection of
cultural property and regional cooperation for the protection from marine pollution.
Concerning progress foreseen, there has been an upward trend in the use of renewable sources
of energy, while steps are being taken towards a more sustainable tourism product.

Being at the initial stages of implementation of Agenda 2030, it is obvious that there is
more work to be done to fully achieve the SDGs. Main challenges for Cyprus include, among
others, addressing a high public debt and a relatively high unemployment rate after the
economic crisis, the low contribution of the agricultural sector in the GDP, energy dependency
on imported sources, under-representation of women in political and public life, the need for a
sustainable consumption policy, a high percentage of non-attainment in mathematics, science
and reading and the need to increase Official Development Assistance to reach the desired
level.
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Next steps

The process for Cyprus has been initiated with the mapping exercise and the
preparation of the current review. Next steps include the assignment of a coordinator for the
implementation of Agenda 2030 at domestic level, with the competency to overview future
strategies and effectively incorporate the SDGs. Remaining indicators will be selected in
collaboration with the Statistical Service, and benchmarks and targets will be set by the
competent authorities. In the meantime, Cyprus will continue to participate in defining and
implementing the future EU 2030 agenda as well as in relevant international events.

In the framework of reinforcing activity and cooperation between all stakeholders and
as follow up to the online survey organized by the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Education
and Culture on SDGs priorities, an extensive public information campaign will commence. More
involvement of the House of Representatives is also expected in 2017. Engagement of local
authorities is also considered a necessary step towards creating ownership and involvement of
the totality of the Cypriot society.

Czech Republic

[Originally submitted in English]

The Czech Republic’s Voluntary National Review provides information on the process of
implementing the 2030 Agenda and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the
national level. It focuses mainly on outlining the national objectives and vision to be achieved
by the year 2030. In addition, it also analyses the starting points for implementation in six key
areas.

The structure of the review builds on the strategic framework Czech Republic 2030,
which was adopted by the Government in April 2017 and will serve as the main implementation
platform for the SDGs in the Czech Republic.

Czech Republic 2030 defines long-term objectives not only in the social, environmental
and economic pillars of sustainable development, but also in governance, global development
and regions and municipalities. It sets forth 97 specific goals aimed at improving people’s
wellbeing, while respecting the principles of sustainable development. The document will serve
as an overarching framework for sectoral, regional and local strategies. The selection and
adoption of specific measures will be carried out by the relevant public administration bodies
and supported by the activities of non-state stakeholders.

The division into six key areas (People and Society, Economy, Resilient Ecosystems,
Regions and Municipalities, Global Development and Good Governance) is based on an expert
analysis, which was carried out in the initial stage of the preparation of the document.

The sustainable development agenda is coordinated at the national level by the
Government Council on Sustainable Development (GCSD), chaired by the Prime Minister. The
work of the GCSD is supported by its Secretariat in the Sustainable Development Department
of the Offi