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THE PRESIDENT 
OFTHE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Excellency, 

17 November 2014 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a letter from the Co-Facilitators for the 
intergovernmental negotiations on the post-20lS development agenda, H.E, Mr. David 
Donoghue, Permanent Representative of Ireland, and H.E, Mr. Macharia Kamau, Permanent 
Representative of Kenya. 

The Co-Facilitators have prepared a food-for-thought paper regarding the modalities for the 
intergovernmental negotiations on the basis of the views expressed by Members States during 
the consultations held on 4 November and 10 November, 2014. 

I encourage you to participate in the meetings that the Co-Facilitators will convene on 3 
December and 16 December 2014, with a view to finalizing the modalities by end of 
December so that substantive consultations can commence in January 2015. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

All Permanent Representatives and 
Permanent Observer Missions to the United Nations 
New York 

Sam K. Kutesa 



PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA 
TO THE UNITED NA TrONS 

Excellency, 

¥I f, IlUHIl-MhiS()Hll JHI hl~in'i\llil dwn WI Nfiisiull A()lltHi1h~l WJ P(lrmanllllt ;>'lission or In~I!lI1i1 to thn liniwd Nalions 

17 November 2014 

We are writing to you in our capacity as Co-Facilitators of the intergovemmental 
negotiations on the post-20lS development agenda. 

We are encouraged by the engagement and constructive spirit in evidence during the 
consultations held on 4t and 10th November 2014. 

On the basis of the views expressed at those meetings, we have prepared the attached 
food-for-thought paper regarding the modalities for the intergovemmental negotiations. 

We plan to hold two further meetings on 3 December and 16 December. It is hoped 
that at these meetings agreement can be reached on the modalities and preparations can be 
made for the beginning of substantive consultations in January. Specific times and venues for 
the December meetings will be communicated in the Joumal in due course. 

We thank you for your support and look forward to your participation on 3 December 
2014. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest considerations. 

Macharia Kamau 
Permanent Representative 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Kenya 
to the United Nations 

All Permanent Representatives and 
Permanent Observers to the United Nations 
New York 

David Donoghue 
Permanent Representative 

Pelmanent Mission ofIreland 
to the United Nations 



Food for thought paper 

Modalities for the intergovernmental negotiations on the post-2015 

development agenda 

The Co-Facilitators have been appointed to lead open, inclusive and transparent 

consultations on the post-2015 development agenda in order to agree an outcome 

which is to be adopted at a Summit at Heads of State and Government level in 

September 2015. Building on major United Nations conferences and summits held 

in recent years, the objective is to agree an ambitious and transformative agenda 

with a view to ensuring the eradication of poverty and the achievement of 

sustainable development by 2030. 

Initial informal intergovernmental meetings were convened on 4 and 10 November to 

establish the views of Member States on the issues covered by this mandate. 

On the basis of the consultations to date, the Co-Facilitators propose the following 

modalities for the forthcoming process. 

Working methods 

It is clear that there is broad support for an intergovernmental process which is open, 

inclusive and transparent and which builds on the working methods used very 

successfully by the Open Working Group on SDGs. These methods included 

provision for all Member States to express their views, whether individually, as part 

of informal combinations of states or through traditional group structures. Flexible 

working arrangements of various kinds were also a feature of the Open Working 

Group as was the provision for regular structured engagement with major groups 

and other stakeholders. 

Scope 

The meetings on 4 and 10 November also helped to clarify what Member States 

regard as the scope for the substantive consultations. It is envisaged that the 
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outcome document to be prepared for adoption at the Summit in September 2015 

would contain the following main components: 

- An introductory declaration; 

Sustainable Development Goals, targets and indicators; 

Means of Implementation and a new Global Partnership; 

Framework for monitoring and review of implementation. 

A further element proposed by some Member States - though this will require further 

discussion - is the possible implications of the post-2015 agenda for the UN system 

and its institutions ("UN Fit for Purpose"). 

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 68/309, the proposal of the Open 

Working Group shall be the main basis for integrating sustainable development goals 

into the post-2015 development agenda, while recognizing that other inputs, 

including the Secretary General's Synthesis Report, will also be considered. 

It is envisaged that some technical proofing of the proposed targets will be required. 

Indicators to measure progress against the targets will also have to be developed 

and the UN Statistical Commission could assist in this regard; Member States will 

have to confirm their agreement to this. 

As regards the Means of Implemehtation, much of this agenda will of course be 

addressed in the separate consultations on Financing for Development. There are, 

however, certain aspects which require attention within the post-2015 consultations. 

These could include issues such as technology facilitation and the shaping of an 

overall Global Partnership. 

Arrangements will be made to ensure close interaction between the post-2015 

development agenda consultations and those on Financing for Development. 

Similar arrangements will also be made in respect of the climate change negotiations 

in the UNFCCC context. 
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Consideration of a monitoring and review framework will also require that attention 

be paid to the role of the High Level Political Forum. It is proposed to make 

arrangements for liaison in this regard with the High Level Political Forum, under the 

auspices of the Economic and Social Council. 

Dates 

To enable the work of the post-2015 intergovernmental negotiations to be completed 

within the relatively short time available, a pattern of at least one session per month 

from January onwards is envisaged. These sessions will normally last for four and a 

half days each. 

The dates envisaged are set out in the following timetable, which takes into account 

the schedule of meetings in the Financing for Development process and other 

relevant processes: 

19-21 January' 

3-6 February (tbc) 

17-20 February (tbc) 

9-13 March (tbc) 

23-27 March (tbc) 

20-24 April (tbc) 

18-22 May 

22-25 June 

20-24 July 

27-31 July 

(Note that the dates of the drafting sessions on Financing for Development during 

this period are 27-29 January, 13-17 April and 15-19 June; the High Level Political 

Forum meets from 26 June to 8 July; and the Third International Conference on 

Financing for Development meets from 13-16 July). 

Owing to scheduling commitments, the January session will be of shorter duration 
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It may be necessary to adjust, or add to, this timetable of meetings in the light of 

developments. Please note that some dates on the timetable are yet to be 

confirmed. 

Interactive Dialogues at the Summit in September 2015 

Member States will recall that the President of the General Assembly's mandate to 

the Co-Facilitators includes a requirement to address remaining issues relating to the 

Summit in September 2015. In this regard the Co-Facilitators will seek, at the 

consultations scheduled for December, the views of Member States on the question 

of themes for the interactive dialogues to be held during the September Summit. 
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