
HLPF Review of SDG 15: Protect, 
restore terrestrial ecosystems…halt 

biodiversity loss

René Castro-Salazar
FAO Assistant Director-General Climate, 

Biodiversity, Land and Water Department (CB)
NY, July 13 , COFI 2018



Climate Change 
is exacerbating 
water scarcity 
and biodiversity 
is decreasing



Biodiversity Risk: We rely only in few species for food

Ref: FAO Biodiversity Day Exhibit, 
June 2018.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
More than 580 aquatic species used for global food production come from aquaculture, but only ten species account for half of the total aquaculture production.

30,000 plant species have been consumed as food by humans, yet a little over 6,000 plants, have been cultivated for producing food. Of these, less than 200 plants were the sources of global food production in 2014 with only nine of them accounting for over 66% of all crop production. 

From 8800 known livestock breeds, the majority of calories in the human diet are provided by just 3 species, Pigs, Cattle and Chicken, which have just 1445 breeds between them.




Water intensity: 
Liters per 
product

Source: Fao.org/resources/infographics/infographics-details/en/c/218877
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