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"Tourism that takes full account of its 

current and future economic, social and 

environmental impacts, addressing the 

needs of visitors, the industry, the  

environment and host communities“ 

 
      UNWTO 
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 “Responsible travel to natural areas 

that conserves the environment, 

sustains the well being of the local 

people and involves education and 
interpretation” 

  



ECOTOURISM 

“Responsible travel to natural 

areas that conserves the 

environment, sustains the well 

being of the local people and 

involves education and 

interpretation” 
 

CONSERVATION 

INTERPRETATION 

LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

AUTHENTIC 
ECOTOURISM 



ECOTOURISM  PRINCIPLES   



 

• Minimize physical, social, behavioral and psychological impacts.  

• Build environmental and cultural awareness, and respect.  

• Provide positive experiences for both visitors and hosts.  

• Produce direct financial benefits for conservation.  

• Generate financial benefits for both local people and private 
industry. 

• Deliver memorable interpretative experiences to visitors that help 
raise sensitivity to host countries' political, environmental, and 
social climate.  

• Design, construct and operate  low-impact facilities eg. ecolodges 

• If there are Indigenous Peoples in your community or area, 
recognize their rights and spiritual beliefs,  and work in partnership 
to create empowerment.  

 

 



Three Main Principles 

 

 

 

 

Offering market-linked 
long-term solutions, 
ecotourism provides 
effective economic 

incentives for conserving 
and enhancing bio-cultural 
diversity and helps protect 

the natural and cultural 
heritage of our beautiful 

planet. 

 

 

 

By increasing local capacity 
building and employment 
opportunities, ecotourism 
is an effective vehicle for 

empowering local 
communities around the 

world to fight against 
poverty and to achieve 

sustainable development. 

 

 

 

With an emphasis on 
enriching personal 
experiences and 

environmental awareness 
through interpretation, 
ecotourism promotes 

greater understanding and 
appreciation for nature, 

local society, and culture. 

Conservation Communities Interpretation 
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The “ecotourism” resolution, facilitated by 
Morocco and sponsored by a record 105 
delegations, draws on the recommendations 
contained in a report prepared by UNWTO on 
the basis of responses from 48 Member States. 



 A landmark resolution recognizing 
 ecotourism as key in the fight against 
 poverty, the protection of the environment 
 and the promotion of sustainable 
 development has been adopted by the 
 United Nations General Assembly (21 
 December 2012).  
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• Provide positive experiences for both visitors and hosts.  

• Produce direct financial benefits for conservation.  
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industry. 

• Deliver memorable interpretative experiences to visitors that help 
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ECOLODGE   CONCEPTS    



• Protection of nature 

• Benefits to local people 

• Provides interpretation 

     

 

• Community planning 

• Contextuality 

• Environmentally 
friendly materials 

• Waste management 

• Sewage treatment 

• Energy conservation 

• Water saving 

• Sustainable 
Construction 

 

All three below               Any two from below 



     An ecolodge is a 2-75 room low-impact nature 
based financially sustainable accommodation 
facility that helps protect sensitive neighboring 
areas; involves and helps benefits local 
communities; offers tourists an interpretative and 
interactive participatory experience; provides a 
spiritual communion with nature and culture, and 
is planned, designed, constructed  and operated in 
an environmentally and socially sensitive manner”. 

        HITESH MEHTA,  2005  
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AUTHENTIC  ECOLODGES  
EXAMPLES    



















hafiz 

When the wine sun fills the bowl of the East, 
It brings to her cheeks a thousand anemones. 
The wind breaks ringlets of hyacinth 
Over the heads of the roses, 
As among the meadows I inhale 
The fragrance of her rich hair. 















































METHODS 
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ecoshacks  - Amity Point   
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AMITY  POINT ECO-SHACKS 
Draft  Planting  Design Plan for a small area   







CONCLUSIONS 
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NO  to: 
 
• Egotistical  
             architecture 
• Mass Tourism 
• Leakage 
 
  



Hana Madar 



Calls on UN Member States to adopt policies that 
promote ecotourism highlighting its “positive 
impact on income generation, job creation and 
education, and thus on the fight against poverty 
and hunger”. It further recognizes that “ecotourism 
creates significant opportunities for the 
conservation, protection and sustainable use of 
biodiversity and of natural areas by encouraging 
local and indigenous communities in host countries 
and tourists alike to preserve and respect the 
natural and cultural heritage”. 
 



 



 





 



        Omar  Khayyam  
 

     Here with a Loaf of Bread beneath the Bough, 
     A Flask of Wine, a Book of Verse — and 

    Thou Beside me singing in the Wilderness – 
    And Wilderness is Paradise now. 

Source-Google 



 











 













 













A new paradigm 

 If  TOURISM development  is to be well 
respected, a new paradigm for Site Planning 
and Design is required. An approach that 
satisfies the quadruple bottom line.  



 

 
   Through feelings of reverence, awe, wonder, 

and love,  we somehow come more closely into 
relation with the underlying ground-stuff of the 
universe, with the domain of pure unity. In 
order to create architecture that has life, that 
connects us to our wholeness, designers need 
to train their inner spiritual senses and  to 
make the practice of architecture nothing less 
than a path to higher consciousness.  
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