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Antonios Zairis (Greece)  
Mr. Antonios Zairis is the Director-General of Hellenic Aid, the Directorate General 
for International Development Cooperation of the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
For 27 years he has been a managing executive in sales and marketing divisions of 
various multinational corporations and in large Greek companies. For the past five 
years he has served as the General Director and Vice President of the Hellenic Retail 
Business Association. Mr. Zairis has been a fellow Visiting Lecturer at the Athens 
University of Business and Economics and at the Technological Institutes of Piraeus. 
He has also taught in the graduate programmes of Business Administration at the 
University of New York in Tirana in Albania and at the University of New York in 
Prague. He currently holds the position of Visiting Lecturer in Business 
Administration at the Demokritus University of Thrace. In addition, Mr. Zairis has 
delivered a series of lectures in various Universities both in Greece and abroad and 
has written many articles and research papers for economy newspapers and other 
renowned magazines. He was honoured with the prize of the International Leadership 
Academy of the United Nations University in the category “Best New Leaders – 25 to 
45 years old”. Mr. Zairis holds a Ph.D. Economic Sociology from the Panteion 
University (Athens, Greece) where his doctoral dissertation dealt with micro-economy 
issues, specializing in retail commerce.  
 


