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|. Report of the Executive Secretary of the UnitedNations Framework Convention on
Climate Chang€ on the United Nations Climate Change Conference, dha, Qatar,
2012.

A. Outcomes of the eighteenth session of the Conferenof the Parties and the
eighth session of the Conference of the Parties sarg as the meeting of the

Parties to the Kyoto Protocol

1. The United Nations Climate Change Conference wasineDoha, Qatar, from 26
November to 8 December 2012, and comprised theviatlg sessions:

(a) The eighteenth session of the Conference of theeRar

(b) The eighth session of the Conference of the Pasgegng as the meeting of

the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol,;
(c) The thirty-seventh session of the Subsidiary Bamlylinplementation (SBI);

(d) The thirty-seventh session of the Subsidiary BamtyScientific and
Technological Advice (SBSTA);

(e) The second part of the seventeenth session of dndat Working Group on
Further Commitments for Annex | Parties under thy@t¢ Protocol (AWG-
KP);

(f) The second part of the fifteenth session of theHad Working Group on
Long-term Cooperative Action under the ConventidWG-LCA).

(9) The second part of the first session of the Ad Mking Group on the
Durban Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP)

2. The Doha Conference had a high level of particgpatand was attended by
4,300 government delegates, 3,900 observers andn@8ia representatives.
The Conference of the Parties adopted 18 decisiadghe Conference of the
Parties serving as the meeting of the Partieséd§oto Protocol adopted 13

2 United Nations]Treaty Seriesvol. 1771, No. 30822.
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decisions. The main outcomes of the Conferencedadlected in the Doha

Climate Gateway:

a) The adoption of the Doha Amendment to the Kyototéuol, entrenching the

second commitment period;

b) Agreement on a plan of work to adopt a global ctenehange agreement by
2015;

c) The agreed plan to explore options towards raifregnecessary ambition to
bridge the pre-2020 mitigation ambition gap;

d) Agreement on how to maintain political focus on thebilization of climate
finance and the completion of the institutions bBshed at Cancun and
Durban that will support further action by develogicountries; and,

e) Agreement on an approach to address loss and daasageiated with
climate change impacts, including a decision toipyilace at the next

Conference the required institutional arrangements.

2. The negotiations on a second commitment periothefityoto Protocol, which started
in Montreal in 2005, came to a close with the caemn of the AWG-KP. At the same
time, the work initiated five years ago in Bali cano a close, with the agreed closure
of the AWG-LCA. Parties have now shifted theirdsdo enhancing the on-going
efforts at implementation of previous outcomes mthe negotiations under the ADP

towards a global climate agreement in 2015.

B. High-level segment

3. The joint high-level segment of the eighteenth mesef the Conference of the Parties
and the eighth session of the Conference of theeBaserving as the meeting of the
Parties to the Kyoto Protocol was opened by the @@d3ident, the Chairman of the
Qatar Administrative Control and Transparency Auitypand was preceded by a
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6.

welcoming ceremony attended by the Emir of Qatee,3ecretary-General, the

President of the United Nations General Assembty @ther dignitaries.

The Secretary-General of the United Nations andPitesident of the United Nations
general Assembly delivered statements recogniheghallenges and emphasizing
the need for making progress and moving forwardenissues. The Secretary-
General urged Parties to work with a spirit of coomise, sustaining the momentum
for change built since the Bali Climate Change @oafces and delivering on key
issues such as the adoption of the second commitpegiod of the Kyoto Protocol,
progress on long-term finance, progress on estaddisnstitutions set up in Cancun

and Durban and progress under the ADP.

At the high-level segment, statements were mad&3@yParties, of which seven were
given by Heads of State or Government, five wekegiby either Vice-Presidents or
Deputy Prime Ministers, 99 were given by ministansl 45 were given by Party

representatives. In addition, two statements w@ren by observer states.

C. Outcomes of the eighteenth session of the Conferenof the Parties

In Doha, the Conference of the Parties agreedpiam of work for the ADP as it

works towards a comprehensive legal agreement gayeitl countries, to be adopted
by 2015 and to come into effect from 2020. Thenpdédwork maps out the process for
the next year and outlines the timetable for tlemants of a draft negotiating text to
be available by the end of 2014 at the latest, withlew to making available a
negotiating text before May 2015. The Confererise aelcomed the announcement
by the Secretary-General of the United Nationsaiovene world leaders in 2014.

Parties also agreed to identify and explore options range of actions that can close
the pre-2020 ambition gap with a view to identifyifurther activities for the plan of
work of the ADP in 2014 ensuring the highest pogsihitigation efforts under the

Convention.
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8. The Conference of the Parties adopted decision.18 ®hich together with decisions
adopted by the Conference of the Parties at itesith and seventeenth sessions,
constitute the agreed outcome pursuant to the/Azion Plan. Work in the context of
such agreed outcome is now in its implementatiomsphunder the relevant constituted
bodies under the Convention and a number of dawsicere adopted in Doha

pursuant to the full implementation of the agreettome to the Bali Action Plan.

9. The process for the first review of the adequactheflong-term global temperature
goal (the review) was launched in Doha and is@etart in 2013 and conclude in
2015. Parties agreed on further definition of $bepe of the review and development
of its modalities, including how the key inputs Buas the Fifth Assessment Report of
the IPCC will be considered.

10.A major outcome of the Conference was a decisi@mptatl on approaches to address
loss and damage associated with climate changecitmpadeveloping countries that
are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effedtslimate change. The Conference
decided to establish institutional arrangementshsas an international mechanism, to
address loss and damage associated with the imphclisnate change in developing

countries that are particularly vulnerable to cliemahange.

11.The work programme on long-term finance was extdrideDoha for one year with
the aim of encouraging developed country Partigbéir efforts to identify ways for
mobilizing the scaling up of climate finance to U3DO0 billion per year by 2020. The
Conference of the Parties also requested the Stgr@ommittee to support the

implementation of this work programme by providiexpert inputs.

12.The Conference of the Parties decided to changedhe of the Standing Committee
to the Standing Committee on Finance, adopteceitssed composition and working
modalities and endorsed its work programme for 22035. The Conference also
took note of the report of the Standing Committedlee outcomes of its meetings in
2012 and its recommendations regarding guidantee@perating entities of the

financial mechanism of the Convention.
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13.The Conference endorsed the consensus decisidre @dard of the Green Climate
Fund to select the Republic of Korea as the hosh@®fGreen Climate Fund. The
Board of the Green Climate Find and the RepubliKofea were requested by the
Conference to conclude the legal and administragivangements for hosting the
Green Climate Fund in an expedited manner. Thealksiexpected to start its work in
Sondgo, Republic of Korea, in the second half df2@nd launch its activities in
2014. The Conference also requested the Standingn@ttee and the Board of the
Green Climate Fund to develop arrangements betweefonference of the Parties
and the Green Climate Fund. Relevant provisiongeicision 3/CP.17 and in the
governing instrument of the Green Climate Fund wem®gnised as the basis to
ensure that the Fund is accountable to and funstimer the guidance of the
Conference of the Parties. The Conference shallige initial guidance to the Green

Climate Fund at its nineteenth session.

14.In Doha, the Conference decided to initiate théhfieview of the financial mechanism
of the Convention and the Standing Committee wgsested to further amend the
guidelines for the review of the financial mechamjsand to provide draft updated
guidelines for consideration and adoption, withi@wto finalizing the fifth review of
the financial mechanism for consideration by thef€cence of the Parties at its

nineteenth session.

15.As part of the guidance from the Conference ofRaeties to the Global Environment
Facility (GEF), the Conference requested the GEF to

a) Make available support to Parties not included iméx | to the Convention

(non-Annex | Parties) for preparing their biennigldate reports;

b) Provide funds for technical support for the pregparaof biennial update

reports from non-Annex | Parties; and,

c) Consider how to enable activities for the preparadf the national
adaptation plan process for interested developounty Parties that are not

least developed country parties, through the Sp&iimate Change Fund.
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16.The Adaptation Committee has initiated its work gmesented a report to the
Conference of the Parties. The Conference in Cxgpaoved the draft three-year
workplan of the Adaptation Committee and endorsedifaft rules of procedure,
providing the Committee with the necessary guidaocmake significant

contributions to the implementation of the Bali idet Plan.

17.Reaffirming the importance of the need to addrekegptation planning in the broader
context of sustainable development planning, thef@@nce provided guidance to the
GEF to enable activities for the preparation oforal adaptation plans by the least
developed country Parties, including through thevigion of funding from the Least
Developed Countries Fund. The Conference alsoest@d the GEF to consider how
to enable activities for the preparation of thelor@l adaptation plan process for
interested developing country Parties that ardesdt developed country parties. An
assessment of progress in this respect shall be mwad considered at the twentieth

session of the Conference of the Parties.

18.The Technology Executive Committee reported ommdsvities and performance to the
Conference in Doha, including on its consultationth relevant stakeholders on ways
to promote enabling environments and to addressebarto technology development
and transfer, and on technology road maps andraptans. Parties appreciated the
key messages of the Committee on enabling enviratsrfer and barriers to
technology development and transfer, and notedtb@Committee is undertaking
further work on such issues as well as on technotogdmaps and technology needs

assessments.

19.A significant advancement for the completion of thstitutional arrangements for
technology transfer to developing nations has likercompletion of the selection
process for the host of the Climate Technology €@&enThe Conference in Doha
selected a UNEP-led consortium to host the Clinbat&nology Centre, for an initial

term of five years, and established the Advisoraiiloof the Climate technology
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Centre and Network bringing the Technology Mechanisider the UNFCCC closer

to full operationalization.

20.The Doha work programme on Article 6 of the Conwamivas adopted by the
Conference, recognizing the importance of educati@ining and skills development
for all Parties to achieve sustainable developnretiie long term. The Conference
also mandated the Subsidiary Body for Implementatmorganise an in-session
dialogue, on an annual basis, to share experiesmug®xchange ideas, best practices
and lessons learned regarding the implementatiagheoDoha work programme on

Article 6 of the Convention.

21.1t was also recognised that countries with econsrmdransition that are currently
receiving support are in need of further capacuyebng, in particular for the
implementation of their national low-carbon devetagmt strategies. Furthermore, it
was also recognised that some countries with ecae®m transition have not only
been recipients of assistance but have also stastdnsfer their own expertise,

knowledge and lessons learned on capacity-builtbhngon-Annex | Parties.

22.Both the Conference of the Parties and the Conéeren the Parties serving as the
meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol passetisions to promote gender
balance and improve the participation of womenefedations and bodies constituted
under the Convention and the Kyoto Protocol wittracess for yearly monitoring of
progress.

23.A pledge by Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and théddihArab Emirates was submitted
to the Conference in which this group of Partiesfpuwward their current actions and
plans in pursuit of economic diversification thaivie co-benefits in the form of
emission reductions, adaptation to the impactdiofate change and response
measures. The Conference of the Parties decidaddioor such pledges with other

mitigation pledges of developing country Parties.

D. Outcomes of the eighth session of the Conferenc&the Parties serving as the

meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol
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24.The most important outcome of the Conference wadDibha Amendment to the
Kyoto Protocol. Through the Doha Amendment, theose commitment period of the
Kyoto Protocol was enabled to start on 1 Januat824hd it will last eight years.
Under the Doha Amendment, 37 countries (all Euampenion members, Australia,
Belarus, Croatia, Iceland, Kazakhstan, Norway, 3svland, and Ukraine) adopted
legally binding emission reduction targets colleely bringing them to a level of 18%
below their 1990 baselines (as compared to an gg¢ges% reduction under the first
commitment period). Additionally, the targets @frifes under the second
commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol were undengd by strict accounting rules.
The Conference of the Parties serving as the mgefinhe Parties agreed on guidance
relating to the report to facilitate the calculatiof the assigned amount for each Party
with a quantified emission limitation and reductioommitment for the second

commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol.

25.Parties also agreed to review their emission redoaommitments by 2014 at the
latest, with a view to increasing their respecieneels of ambition. With the Doha
Amendment securing the enabling of the second camenit period of the Kyoto
Protocol the Clean Development Mechanism (CDMpisdntinue operating
normally. As part of such continued operationtsd CDM, the conference decided to
grant access to the CDM to those countries takarg ip the second commitment

period.

26.In Doha, a number of Parties comprised of Austrdha European Union, Japan,
Lichtenstein, Monaco, Norway and Switzerland madktipal declarations, which
were inscribed in an annex of the decision on theradment to the Kyoto Protocol,
that they will not purchase carried over surplusigtsed amount units (so called “hot
air”) from the first commitment period of the KyoRrotocol during the second

commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol.

27.The Adaptation Fund Board presented its reporhéoGonference of the Parties

serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Kyrtmtocol, which noted the
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accreditation of 14 national implementing entitikeat can directly access resources
from the Adaptation Fund. The Conference decidecbnsider, at its next session, the
means to enhance the sustainability, adequacy wadigbability of the resources of

the Fund, including the potential to diversify raue streams of the Adaptation Fund.

28.The Conference of the Parties serving as the ngefithe Parties to the Kyoto
Protocol also adopted a decision on the initialeevof the Adaptation Fund. In such
initial review, the Conference decided to extendtluwlune 2015 the interim
institutional arrangements with the InternationanR for Reconstruction and
Development (the World Bank) as the trustee ofAtlaptation Fund. The Conference
also decided to extend the interim institutionabagements of the secretariat of the
Adaptation Fund Board until the completion of tleesnd review of the Adaptation
Fund in 2014.

29.The Conference of the Parties serving as the ngefithe Parties to the Kyoto
Protocol provided further guidance relating to @@M. The topics of such guidance
included general guidance, review of the modalitied procedures for the CDM,
governance, baseline and monitoring methodologielsaaditionality, registration of
CDM project activities and issuance of certifiedigsion reductions, and regional and

subregional distribution.

30.As in previous years, the Conference also provgigdance in respect to the
implementation of Article 6 of the Kyoto Protocan( Joint Implementation), which
included general guidance, guidance on governandeoa the resources for work on

Joint Implementation.
E. Conclusions and recommendations

31.The United Nations General Assembly may wish to, ter alia:

a. Take note of the report of the Executive Secretargf the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change, as transmted by the

Secretary-General;

10
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. Note the outcomes of the eighteenth session of t@enference of the
Parties and the eighth session of the Conference thie Parties serving as
the meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, ésted by the
Government of Qatar from 26 November to 8 Decembe2012;

. Urge the ratification of the second commitment pewd of the Kyoto

Protocol by all Parties to the Kyoto Protocol;

. Pledge its support to the negotiating process undeéhe Durban Platform
towards the conclusion of a new climate agreemennder the United

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change by @15;

. Invite the Executive Secretary to continue to repdrto it on the work of

the Conference.

11
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. United Nations Convention to Combat Desertificdion in those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Deséification,
particularly in Africa

Implementation of resolution 67/211 of 22 Decembet011

A. Background

1.

In its resolution 67/211, the General Assembly Hedathat desertification,
land degradation and drought were challenges ofohad) dimension which
continued to pose serious challenges to the swdikindevelopment of all
countries, particularly developing countries. laffemed its resolve to take
coordinated action, nationally, regionally and mntgionally to globally
monitor land degradation and restore degraded lamdsid, semi-arid and
dry sub-humid areas. In this respect, the Assendatgouraged giving
appropriate consideration to the issues of desmatibn, land degradation
and drought in the elaboration of the developmeenaa beyond 2015. The
meetings of the subsidiary bodies of the Conventield in the aftermath of

Rio+20 dwelled extensively on its outcome as iated to those issues.

B. The third special session of the committee on @ace and Technology, the

UNCCD second Scientific Conference and the Eleventlsession of the

Committee for the review of the implementation of he Convention

The third special session of the Committee on S®eand Technology (CST
S-3), and the UNCCD 2nd Scientific Conference waaevened back to back
in Bonn, Germany, from 9 to 12 April 2013.

Issues addressed during CST 3 included the praparat the UNCCD 3rd

Scientific Conference and progress made in refinimg impact indicators
relating to strategic objectives 1, 2 and 3 of ffen-Year Strategy (The

12
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Strategy). CST S-3 took note of progress made byath hoc advisory group
of technical experts (AGTE) on impact indicatorineiment and put forward
a series of comments for further refinement of final recommendations of
the AGTE which will be presented to the eleventlssgen of the CST.
With the view of contributing to the work of theRGC, CST S-3 also,
for the first time, reviewed and assessed scieniifformation on impact
indicators submitted by affected country Partiesrirdu the 2012-2013
reporting and review cycle.
The UNCCD 2nd Scientific Conference took up thenmkeof “Economic
assessment of desertification, sustainable landagement and resilience of
arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas”. In additito representatives of
Parties to the Convention, United Nations orgamwres, offices and
specialized agencies, intergovernmental organinati@and civil society
organizations, 189 scientists also attended the ODBNC2nd Scientific
Conference. Issues which were addressed includednosnic and social
impacts of DLDD; cost and benefits of policies grdctices addressing land
degradation and drought in the drylands; driversclbdnge and resilience
increase; and strategies and policies for localtional, regional and
international level.
The eleventh session of the Committee for the Rewethe Implementation
of the Convention (CRIC 11) was held in Bonn, Gemgppdrom 15-19 April
2013, following the meetings of the five Regionalplementation Annexes in
preparation for CRIC 11.
The meeting reviewed information relating to allrfjpemance and impact
indicators of the 10-year strategic plan and framdwto enhance the
implementation of the Convention (2008-2018) (theatggy), as well as
information on financial flows for the implementati of the Convention,
submitted by Parties and other reporting entitiescompliance with the
performance review and assessment of implementasigstem (PRAIS)

13
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adopted by the UNCCD in 2009. CRIC 11 also revievigfhrmation on
accessibility of best practices, strengthening tkkationships with other
Conventions and on the overall reporting procesgh\8bme limitations due
to the number of reports submitted and to the carine and the completeness
of data, CRIC 11 was successful in assessing rihgress made by Parties to
the UNCCD in achieving the operational objectivédh® Strategy since the
year 2008, through an analysis of trends against 18 performance
indicators.

CRIC 11 also reviewed, for the first time since #aoption of the Strategy,
information on impact indicators relevant to itsaségic objectives. Despite
data gaps and lack of comparability, a first setbakeline data has been
derived from reports of affected country Partiesstrategic objectives 1, 2
and 3 of the Strategy. Although limited, the dataverage has enabled a
subset of analyses to be carried out and has pedvideful insights on how
to further improve the process in the future.

While the focus was primarily on the assessmeningilementation of the
Convention, the programme of work of CRIC 11 endl®arties to be briefed
and updated on other important items including: pinegress made in the
work of the Intersessional Working Group (IWG) tesest the Conference of
the Parties (COP) in the independent mid-term eatadan of the Strategy. The
recommendations contained in the final report of thommittee will be
considered by Parties in preparation for, and dufiormal consultations to

take place at CRIC 12 that will guide the decisinaking process at COP 11.

C. High Level Meeting on National Drought Policies

9.

Pursuant to decision 9/COP.10 paragraph 2, the UNG€cretariat together
with the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) aérthe Food and
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (BA organized a High-
Level Meeting on National Drought Policy (HMNDP)ofm 11 to 15 March

14
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10.

2013 in Geneva, Switzerland, in collaboration wahnumber of United
Nations agencies, international and regional ogions, and key national
agencies. In keeping with the key objectives af thNCCD that include
mitigating drought, improving the livelihoods offefted populations, and
enhancing the productivity of affected ecosysteths, HMNDP focused on
achieving the following objectives:

(a) Inclusion of proactive mitigation and planningeasures, risk

management, public outreach and resource stewardsisi key

elements of effective national drought policy;

(b) Greater collaboration to enhance nationaljorg and global

observation networks and information delivery sgsieto improve

public understanding of and preparedness for drgugh

(c) Incorporation of comprehensive governmentald aprivate

insurance schemes and financial strategies intaghbpreparedness

plans;

(d) Introduction of a safety net of emergency eklprogrammes

through diverse government departments based on dbend

stewardship of natural resources and measures toedse the

resilience of populations; and

(e) Coordination of drought programmes and respoins an

effective, efficient and customer-oriented manner.
The HMNDP also sought to help create more droughilient societies
through (a) promoting standard approaches to valmBty and impact
assessment; (b) implementing effective drought toomg and early warning
systems; (c) enhancing preparedness and mitigatn@asures; and (d)
implementing emergency response and relief meashet¢geinforce national
drought policy goals. To provide concerted supportountries in developing
national drought management policies (NDMPs), ti¢QCD secretariat, in
collaboration with the UN-Water Decade Programme @uapacity

15
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11.

Development (UNW-DPC), WMO and FAO, launched arniative to build
capacity at national level to enable countries éwvadop their NDMPs. To
facilitate the development of an NDMP, the UNCCL2re¢ariat developed an
advocacy policy framework on drought, which is arsttument to assist
countries in promoting the development of their iov@l drought
management policies.

The HMNDP adopted a declaration calling upon caestand governments
around the world to put in place national drouglanagement policies as an
indispensable measure to build drought resilientietiies. The HMNDP
concluded that without a coordinated national dirdugplicy, countries will
continue to respond to drought in a reactive, srimianagement mode. The
outcomes of the HMNDP also acknowledged the urgesfape problem and
the major consequences of drought in terms ofldbe of human life, food
insecurity, degradation of natural resources, rniegatonsequences on the
environment’s fauna and flora, poverty and socralkest, as also the short and
long term economic losses it causes in a numbereadnomic sectors
including agriculture, animal husbandry, fisheriegater supply, industry,

energy production and tourism.

D. Global observance of the 2013 World Day to Condb Desertification

12.The global observance of the 2013 World day to Caitnikesertification was

organised on the theme of drought and water sgartihder the slogan,
“Don’t let our future dry up”, the observance wasiad at creating awareness
about the risks of drought and water scarcity i dinylands and beyond, and
calling attention to the importance of sustainirgalthy soils, as follow up to
the outcomes of UNCSD, as well as in the conteitthe post-2015

sustainable development agenda and the SDGs.

13.The global observance of the World Day was heldcamjunction with a

Conference on desertification and land degradatited “Desertification: to

16
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care or not to care?” organized by the UniversityGbent, Belgium, jointly
with UNESCO and UNU-UNWEH, among others. Spealahghe event, the
UNCCD Executive Secretary called for action at pgaicy and grassroots
levels in order to build preparedness to and miéghe effects of drought,
and to combat desertification and land degradagitectively. He highlighted
the need for assistance to help local communitidept and scale up
sustainable land management practices. He alsodutbat the global
aspiration of a land-degradation neutral world kenslated into reality by
giving it a concrete target under the Sustainabésdlopment Goals which
are under consideration by the UN General Assentiéy.also stressed that
the need to mitigate drought by implementing thecomes of the HLMNDP
in order to better prepare for and manage the ask®ciated with drought.

14.At the global observance event, the three winnéth® Land for Life Award
were announced. Another recognition programme, &rglChampions, was
also announced at the same event. The Dryland @ioas programme
honors individuals who have pioneered new solutioms revitalized
traditional methods to bring life back to the dryds. In 2013, 14 countries
joined the programme and of which, five countriem@unced their national
dryland champions. These five countries are: Eitrélungary, Kenya,
Portugal and Thailand.

15.The UN Secretary-General issued a message on ttesion of the World
Day calling for a collective global response towgybt and a shift from crisis
management to drought preparedness and resiligtheeindicated that the
price for preparedness was minimal compared tocthst of disaster relief,
and that droughts can be mitigated and called Herfull implementation of
the outcomes of the High-level Meeting on Natioabught Policy. The
Secretary-General also called for implementatiorJBICSD outcomes on a

land degradation neutral world by avoiding and etisg land degradation.

17
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E. Land for Life Award
16.An important element of the global observance ef World Day to Combat
Desetrtification was the Land for Life Award, whigkas launched at COP 10

as part of the “Changwon initiative”. The Land foife Award is the only
global award that focuses solely on recognizingaoigations and individuals
working to restore degraded lands and improve sailatural health and
productive capacity. It has served as a substantew platform to raise
awareness about the problems and solutions of tfessron and land
degradation. With future support from donors, tinaa has the potential to
become a prestigious recognition for those workit@y combat land
degradation around the world, as well as to prouitke means to scale up
promising new strategies for Sustainable Land Manaant (SLM).

17.This year 137 applications were received, in alldN languages and from a
range of organizations and individuals, indicatbrgad awareness about the
award. 16 semi-finalists were selected and subdhttiea jury of 10 experts in
the field of development, sustainable land managgn(&LM) and soil
science. The 2013 award went to (1) FoundationHoological Security, a
non-governmental organization in India whose wor&s himproved the
livelihoods of 1.7 million people living in more ah 4,000 villages, and
influenced national environmental policy. (2) Cojs€ivil Mexicano para la
Silvicultura Sostenible for its work in the Amanal&/alle Bravo Basin in
central Mexico, and (3) World Vision Australia fgropularizing Farmer
Managed Natural Regeneration in the Sahel regioifilca. Each year, total
of USD100,000 is set for award winners for furtsealing up or scaling out
their award winning activities. The announcementha winners was made
during the global observance of the World Day on Jufhe. The award

ceremony will take place during COP 11.

18
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F. United Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fightagainst
Desertification (2010-2020)

18.The 64th session of the United Nations General médg vide resolution
A/64/201, declared the decade 2010-2020 as theedriMations Decade for
Deserts and the Fight against Desertification (UNDDDAn UNDDD Inter-
Agency Task Force (IATF) has been constituted, with participation of

thirteen UN entities and international organizasoto organise and
coordinate global observance activities under teedde. The IATF has met
five times to develop and implement planned adgsit The theme chosen by
the IATF for activities under the aegis of the diean 2012 was ‘The
Management and Use of Land in a Green EconomyDdoember 2012 at the
United Nations Climate Change Conference in Dohata€ the IATF
organized a side event under the decade on theeth&Arasslands climate
change mitigation and adaptation potential’, in lalobration with the
Government of Mongolia, the UNCCD secretariat arideo partners. The
UNCCD secretariat also organized a round tableisesturing Land Day 5
on Agriculture, Landscapes and Livelihoods titl&lifnate change resilience
in dryland agro-ecosystems: Improving food secuatyd livelihoods in a
land degradation neutral world”. The main outcormnéshe session focused
on the different dimensions of drylands agricultared an emphasis on land
restoration.

19.0ther events organised by the task force includedlaunch, in December
2012, of an online campaign for children and yottred ‘Going Land
Degradation Neutral’, in partnership with Bonndmational Model United
Nations, to raise awareness about the Rio+20 owtsoan desertification,
land degradation and drought.

20.The theme for the 2013 observance of the Decadequ@ht and Water
Scarcity’ was intended to reinforce the messagaeh®f2013 WDCD and the
International Year of Water Cooperation. Duringe tHLMNDP, the IATF
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organized a side event on the theme to kick offd@mmpaign for the WDCD.
This April, the IATF organized a side event title@ry forests: Drought,
water scarcity and the global development agentlaha United Nations
Forum on Forests in Turkey. The IATF also partitggain a panel at the
UNCCD side event on communications held in Bonmpudblicize the theme

for the year.

G. Follow up to Rio plus 20 /Post 2015 developmerdggenda and SDG
process

Consideration of DLDD issues by the UNGA Open Workig Group on

Sustainable Development Goals

21.To follow up on the commitment by world leaders WWNCSD to strive
towards a land degradation neutral world, and nteeasn this commitment in
the deliberations in the UNGA on the post 2015 dgwment and SDG
agenda processes, the UNCCD secretariat has beéeelagarticipating in
and supporting the UN Task Team, which was estlabdisto support the
intergovernmental process in the Open Working Graup Sustainable
Development Goals. The themes of drought, deseatibn and land
degradation, along with food security and nutrifi@ustainable agriculture,
water and sanitation, were among the first substarissues to be taken up
by the OWG, at its third session from 22 to 24 M2BA3. The prominence
accorded to and the early consideration of landratdafion, desertification
and drought issues by the OWG, reflected the swscadsefforts by the
UNCCD secretariat at advocacy and outreach torternational community
to prioritize DLDD issues and follow up effectivebn the commitments at
Rio plus 20 to strive towards a land degradatioutrad world.

22.The UNCCD secretariat was tasked by the UN TasknTeatake the lead in

drafting a six-page concise Issues Brief encompgsssections on
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stocktaking, recommendations for a SDG and outijmanoposals for a way
forward.

23.The Executive Secretary was invited to introduceIdsues brief to the OWG
along with the representatives of FAO, IFAD and WBRessing the nexus
between poverty and land degradation, the Execufigeretary emphasized
the need to strive towards a land degradation akwtorld and proposed
“sustainable land use for all and by all” as anravehing and stand-alone
SDG on land with specific targets aiming to achieeeo net land degradation
by 2030, zero net forest degradation by 2030 ammugiit policies and
preparedness measures operationalized in all dtopgtne countries by
2020.

24.UNCCD Drylands Ambassador Dennis Garrity, was edito address the
OWG as a panelist. In his presentation, he emphddizat 40% of degraded
lands were found in areas with high instances o¥epty and that land
degradation directly affected 1.5 billion peopldathaisproportionate effects
on women and children. For setting a target foreaoznet rate of land
degradation, he called for reducing the rate ofrdéegtion on currently non-
degraded land, and increasing the rate of regeparaif that land that is
already degraded. Presenting an example of commgbaged success
regenerating land in Niger, the panelist stresbedneed to align global goals
with local communities.

25.1n the interactive discussions that ensued, a nurabgroups and individual
member states articulated their support for comaitten of an SDG on a
Land-Degradation Neutral World most notably the @rof 77, the European
Union, the African Union and the Group of LDCs. Teammary of the
deliberations issued by the Co-Chairs immediatdtgrathe OWG meeting
reflected recognition of the close interdependebeyween food, land and
water, as well as energy, health, biodiversity ahohate change, the need to
address the drivers of land degradation, includingustainable agricultural
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and livestock management practices as well as miramd industrial
pollution. The summary noted that halting land @&gtion and increasing
land restoration had co-benefits, including fortausable water management
and re-affirmed the commitment to a land-degraadatieutral world.

Consideration of the outcomes of Rio+20 relevant tdLDD by the
African Union Assembly

26.The African Union Assembly met in Addis Ababa, Eihia, to celebrate the
50" Anniversary of the founding the Organization of ridan Union
(OAU)/African Union (AU). On that occasion, the dghtion of Burkina
Faso, in its capacity as the Chair of the Africaro@ of UNCCD, proposed
an agenda item related to the Convention. In theted decision adopted by
the Assembly, Heads of State and Government invAtlieitan Governments
to include DLDD on the list of priorities for thesustainable development
policies. They were urged to place DLDD at the cemf the debate on post-
2015 development agenda and to have a Sustainablel@pment Goal on
land degradation neutrality. The Assembly also dpd&iomage” to the
outgoing Executive Secretary for having contributeed an “exceptional

manner” to promote the objectives of the Convention

Other events to follow up on Rio plus 20 outcomeslevant to DLDD

27.The UNCCD secretariat has also been actively erdjageand supported a
number of events to follow up on the commitmentdanaken at Rio plus 20
relevant to DLDD.

a. The fourth International Conference on Drylands,Deserts and

Desertification: Implementing Rio+20 in the Drylarsd

28.The conference was held in Sede Boger, Israel ft@no 16 November 2012
and included a one-day session titled “Operatiaiadi the Zero Net Land

Degradation (ZNLD) target”. An outcome report wagared highlighting
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the conclusions and recommendations of the sesdibese included 1)
although a ZNLD target, in practice, must be impéened at the local scale,
its achievement will require a vertically integrdtapproach with top-down
leadership and support; 2) the need to establisl piojects at both the local
and landscape scales while establishing long-tesnnprships for achieving
the ZNLD target at the global scale through thet&bhiNations system; and
3) one of the main challenges in operationalizilNLP is that of establishing
baselines and indicators as well as monitoringaardication at all levels.

b. First Global Soil Week (GSW)

29.The secretariat also participated and supportedfitse Global Soil Week
which was held from 19 to 22 November 2012 in BerlGermany and
organized by the Institute for Advanced Sustaingbibtudies and several
partners involving as well the UNCCD secretarigteTmain outcome of the
event was the recognition that soil is the nataeglital in the nexus of food,
energy and water issues, and that this realizateeds to be considered in
management approaches. The value of a Sustainablel@pment Goal
specific to land and soil was also discussed arcdhted to reinforce country-
level accountability and context-specific targetsl andicators was specified.
A set of Sustainable Development Goals and a pobtoa land and soil
attached to UNCCD were contemplated by participaadsthe preferred
options for future steps.

c. Consultative Meeting of Experts on a SustainablBevelopment Goal on

Land Degradation Neutral World and on the target rfoZero Net Land

Degradation(ZNLD)

30.An informal consultative meeting of experts on atainable development
goal on land degradation neutral world and on trget for zero net land
degradation was convened in Seoul, South Korea #6rto 27 June 2013 by
the Government of the Republic of Korea and faatiétl by the UNCCD
secretariat. The objectives of the meeting were(19p gather advice and
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recommendations on options for the establishmert 8©G on LDNW to be
negotiated in the process of the General Assem{@y;gather advice and
recommendations on options for formulating and apenalizing a ZNLD
target under the UNCCD framework, so as to prowidacrete and action-
oriented targets that could be used to measureg@sedgowards a LDNW; and
(3) provide the rationale and necessary elementshi® establishment of an
ad-hoc working group that would provide further thedvice and
recommendations for achieving a LDNW and for foratilg and
operationalizing a ZNLD target under the UNCCD fework, including

recommendations on the terms of reference of thlecadworking group.

H. Partnerships
31.The UNCCD secretariat has also been participatictively in initiatives and

activities for collaboration and partnership witther UN entities, to implement
the objectives of the convention.

32.The UNCCD secretariat participated in Rio ConvemsioPavilion, a joint
initiative by the Rio Conventions, which was orgaed on the margins of the
CBD COP 11 in October 2012 in Hyderabad, India.th¢ Rio Conventions
Pavilion, the secretariat participated in Ecosysteastoration Day. The event
called for concerted and coordinated long-termré$féo mobilize resources and
facilitate the implementation of ecosystem resioraactivities on the ground to
deliver multiple benefits that contribute to impeav human well-being and
socio-economic development while significantly reshg environmental risks
and scarcities. The fourteen partners acknowledbat accelerated efforts are
needed to restore and rehabilitate degraded laodsystems and landscapes.

33.The secretariat also organized Land Day 6 undema#wgs of the Pavilion. Land
day 6 was organized on October 15 2012 and theeghgas “Land-degradation
neutrality: A response to the 2020 Aichi biodivéysiargets”. It focused on the
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interaction between biodiversity and desertificatim demonstrate the benefits
of synergy for achieving the Aichi Targets and lateradation neutrality.

34.The UNCCD secretariat also participated activelytha Joint Liaison Group of
the Rio Conventions (JLG). The 12th meeting of JoGk place in Bonn on 22
January 2013, with the participation of the ExeoaitSecretaries of the three Rio
Conventions. During the meeting, the Executive 8&eres committed
themselves to undertake efforts to seek better camngation and coordination
among the three Executive Secretaries, and to geseger impact on the national
level, while also being aware of the scarce ressaravailable. The Executive
Secretaries agreed to further engage in the orgtair of the Rio Conventions
Pavilion while enhancing efforts to gather finanaapport from donors.

35.0ther partnerships that the UNCCD secretariat forgeluded the agreement
with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEAJ collaborate in the use of
nuclear technologies to strengthen the assessnfeswiloerosion and monitor
improvements over time. Through the partnershipti®ato the Convention will
be able to access and participate in IAEA techntcaiperation projects and use
radionuclide and stable isotopic techniques suchemdaronmentally friendly
tracer elements to study soil erosion, improve lpr@tuctivity and minimize the
impacts of drought. Cooperation is foreseen makchange and dissemination
of information, participation in relevant scientifnetworks and activities, and in

joint educational and training courses.

l. Observations and possible General Assembly actio

36.In the light of the Rio+20 outcome related to défeation, land degradation
and drought, it has become increasingly clear ifnidte international community
does not take bold action to protect, restore anghage land and soils
sustainably, we will not achieve our commitments dbmate change adaptation
and mitigation, biodiversity conservation, forestdaMDG targets; we will not
alleviate rural poverty and hunger nor ensure lterga food security or build

25



A/68/xx

resilience to drought and water stress. At Rio @0s world leaders agredd

strive to achieve a land-degradation neutral wamldhe context of sustainable
development. We must recognize that the many mdliof people who manage
agricultural systems, from the very poorest to thmst commercialized

producers, constitute the largest group of natueaburce managers on earth.

Their decisions, as well as those of the world’kilion consumers, will shape
global food and nutrition security and the healththee world’s ecosystems into
the future. The challenge is to support better €lens by using all the tools at
our disposal for reversing land degradation treadd gearing towards a land-
degradation neutral world. In this respect, the &ahAssembly may wish to
ensure that its open working group on sustainaleleelbpment goals (SDGs)
continue to pay special attention to those issuiéls a/view to including them in

the post 2015 development agenda.

[1l.  Report of the Executive Secretary of the Convation on Biological
Diversity
A. Outcome of COP 11

Since the previous report to the General AssemhlyAugust 2012, the
eleventh session of the Conference of Parties (AQ@P took place in
Hyderabad, India from 8-19 October 2012, which add@83 decisions.

Significant among the issues addressed by COReke capacity building
and financial support for Parties to achieve thehAiBiodiversity Targets.
On funding of implementation, there were a numbdsreakthroughs. Using

a baseline period of 2006 to 2010, it was agreed thodiversity-related
international financial flows to developing couesitowards implementing
the Strategic Plan would be doubled by 2015. COPalsb set targets to
increase the number of countries that include Wedity in their national
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development plans, and prepare national finandahg for biodiversity, by
2015. All Parties agreed to substantially incredeeestic expenditures for
biodiversity protection over the same period. Thésegets, and progress
achieved will, be reviewed at COP 12. For thetfinme, several developing
countries pledged additional funds, beyond thenecassessed contributions,
for implementing the Convention. The Hyderabad|Gal Biodiversity
Champions, with an initial pledge of US$ 50 millitneom the Government of
India, was also launched. The programme will accepgdges from
governments and organizations in support of that8gic Plan. The Global
Environment Facility, for the first time, was prded with an assessment of
the financial resources required to meet the neédeveloping countries for

implementing the Convention.

A number of decisions were also taken to supportid®aby building capacity for
implementation of national biodiversity plans. Ta@scluded measures to enhance
technical and scientific cooperation among coustrig addition the National
Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans Forum (MBSForum), which provides

easy-to-access, targeted information, was launah&®OP 11.

Marine and coastal biodiversity was also a focusaaat COP 11. Substantial
progress was made in describing ecologically otolgioally significant marine
areas, and the COP decided to transmit resulteeofitst tranche of work to the
General Assembly, for consideration by its Worki@goup biodiversity beyond
national jurisdiction. Decisions were also takem wew measures to factor
biodiversity into environmental impact assessmémised to infrastructure and
other development projects in marine and coastdsar Parties to the Convention
also called for more research into the potentiakeesk effects of underwater noise
from ships and other sources on marine and cobgtdiversity, and highlighted
the growing concern of the adverse effects of neardebris. COP 11 also
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recognized the growing challenge of the impactsliofiate change on coral reefs,
which, Parties agreed, will require significant@stment to overcome. There was
also a call to fisheries management bodies to plaronger role in addressing the
impacts of fisheries on biodiversity.

Parties also provided guidance on the preparafienthe entry into force of the
Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resourcestlamdrair and Equitable
Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilizatido the Convention on Biological
Diversity (Nagoya Protocol) and agreed that a thindeeting of the
Intergovernmental Committee for the Nagoya Protagolld be needed prior to
COP 12.

COP 11 also adopted decisions on article 8(jgtirey to indigenous and local
communities, including on protected areas, measto support achievement of
Aichi Target 15, climate change and biodiversityd ancalling for enhanced
collaboration between the CBD and UN climate changeatives, including

building biodiversity safeguards into work relateml reducing emissions from

deforestation and forest degradation (“REDD+").

COP 11 also welcomed the establishment of thedaternmental Science-Policy
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem ServicesBHB) and requested it to

contribute to assessments of the achievement dithe Biodiversity Targets.

A parallel summit of Cities and Local Authoritiesasvalso convened. Participants
adopted the Hyderabad Declaration on Sub nationakfaments, Cities and other
Local Authorities for Biodiversity, which suppoitse work of cities and provinces
to achieve the Global Strategy for Biodiversity atadls for greater coordination

between levels of government.
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B. Outcome of MOP6

9. The sixth Conference of the Parties serving asntketing of the Parties to the
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (MOP 6), took placelyderabad, India, from
1 to 5 October 2012 and adopted 16 decisionsudicy on advancing issues
regarding socio-economic considerations, risk assest and risk management
of living modified organisms (LMOs) and capacityHding. Of significance
were the decisions to establish an ad hoc techrezpkert group to develop
conceptual clarity on socio-economic consideratiarising from the impact of
LMOs on biological diversity, especially with regato the value of biodiversity
to indigenous and local communities. The convermhgnline discussion groups
and regional online real-time conferences were atsmdated to synthesize the
exchange of views, information and experiences oacioseconomic
considerations. MOP 6 also commended the progresdenin developing the
“Guidance on Risk Assessment of Living Modified @ngsms” and encouraged
Governments and relevant organizations to testdhidance in actual cases of
risk assessment. It also decided to extend an epded online forum and
establish a new Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group oskRAssessment and Risk
Management to, contribute to structuring and foogdihe process and analysis
of testing the guidelines for guidance. MOP6 aldoed a new Framework and

Action Plan for the Effective Implementation of tlirotocol to replace the

updated Action Plan and mandated capabititding activities, including

regional and sub regional training workshops anel development of online

training modules to support Parties.

C. Follow up to COP11 and MOP6

10.Significant activities and initiatives undertakey the Secretariat to follow up on
decisions taken at COP11/MOP&6 include the following
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Nagoya Protocol

11.To follow up on decisions at COP 11 which calledtlbe Secretariat to undertake

capacity-building and awareness-raising activiteesupport the early ratification
of the Nagoya Protocol, the Secretariat has deeeldargeted awareness-raising
materials and organised a number of regional sumbl regional capacity-
building workshops and also targeted briefings parliamentarians, decision
makers and other stakeholders. The Secretary Gesearha letter to all Heads of
State/Government of Parties in April 2013, urgirggle ratification so that the
Nagoya Protocol can enter into force and the irggomal community can move
to the implementation phase. As of 21 June 2013P4Ries to the Convention
have deposited their instruments of ratification aeccession, i.e. Albania,
Botswana, Comoros, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, India,rddm, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Mauritius, Mexico, Micrones{&ederated States of),
Mongolia, Panama, Rwanda, Seychelles, South Afirté Syrian Arab Republic.
In order for the Protocol to enter into force imé for the first meeting of the
Conference of the Parties serving as the first mgedf the Parties to the Nagoya
Protocol, to be held concurrently with the twelftteeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the Convention, to be hosted byRepublic of Korea in October
2014, the 58 instrument needs to be deposited by Monday, 7 2014.

12.To address outstanding issues related to thdledtenent of the pilot phase of

the Access and Benefit-Sharing Clearing House, dénelopment of a strategic
framework for capacity-building and development endhe Protocol and

cooperative procedures and institutional mechanienmomote compliance with

the Nagoya Protocol and address cases of non-canugdj the Secretariat, in
follow to COP 11, has undertaken extensive ontioesultations on the need for
and modalities of a global, multilateral benefigsing mechanism and a
synthesis of the views is under preparation and val considered at an expert
meeting to be convened from 17-19 September 20Montreal. The Secretariat
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is also implementing The Access and Benefit-shafhgaring-House on a pilot
basis in preparation for the entry into force of thagoya Protocol. A meeting of
experts was organised by the Secretariat, from53June 2013 in Montreal, to
develop a draft Strategic Framework for Capacityebng and Development in

Support of the Effective Implementation of the Nggdrotocol.
Nagoya — Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol

13.The Secretariat has also been following up on ae@sat MOP 6 on the status of
signature, ratification and accession of the Nageyduala Lumpur Supplementary
Protocol on Liability and Redresés of 21 June 2013, 14 Parties to the Cartagena
Protocol have deposited their instruments of watfon, approval, acceptance, or
accession to the Supplementary Protocol (Albanisg&ia, Czech Republic, EU,
Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Mexico, Manig, Norway, Spain, Sweden,
and Syria). The Supplementary Protocol will enteo iforce on the ninetieth day after
the date of deposit of the fortieth instrument afification, acceptance, approval or

accession.

D. Progress made in the implementation of the Strategic Plan fo
Biodiversity 2011-2020 and achievement of the Aichlargets, including

difficulties encountered in the process of implemdation

14.As requested by UNGA resolution 67/212 a summasgssment of the progress
made so far in the implementation of the Stratelgian/ Aichi Biodiversity
Targets, including difficulties encountered in thecess of implementation, is
provided below. A comprehensive assessment is ctilyrender preparation and
will be reflected in the fourth edition of the GlbBiodiversity Outlook (GBO-
4) to be released in the fall of 2014.

15.The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, aadpat COP 10, is a global
framework, with a long term vision that “by 205Qodiversity is valued,
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conserved, restored and wisely used so as to nmaietzosystem services and
sustaining a healthy planet that can deliver esslebénefits for all people.” In
the shorter term, by 2020, it aims for actions &dt the loss of biodiversity and
to ensure the resilience of ecosystems so as ttribote to human well-being
and poverty eradication. The Strategic Plan inetutlventy agreed time bound
targets. These are primarily intended to be implaee through national

biodiversity strategies and action plans (NBSAR%) national targets:

Target 1. “By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of theieslof biodiversity
and the steps they can take to conserve and usasiainably”: Public opinion
surveys show an increase in awareness and unddirgjasf biodiversity in those
few countries where repeated assessments have rbade. There is steady
incremental progress in awareness of the valuaaofiversity and measures that
can be taken to conserve and use it sustainabiypajr challenge is to expand

opinion polls to a wider range of countries andd¢bappropriate baselines.

Target 2: "By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values havenbmtegrated into
national and local development and poverty redurctstrategies and planning
processes and are being incorporated into naticaatounting, as appropriate,
and reporting systems’Significant progress is being made by several c@msto
integrate biodiversity into national strategiesarpling and accounting processes.
These efforts are supported by the Wealth Accogrdaimd Valuation of Ecosystem
Services (WAVES) partnership led by the World Bamki work led by the United

Nations Statistical Commission on green accounting.

Target 3. “By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including sdies, harmful to
biodiversity are eliminated, phased out or reformecrder to minimize or avoid
negative impacts, and positive incentives for theservation and sustainable use

of biodiversity are developed and applied, consistnd in harmony with the
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Convention and other relevant international obligat, taking into account
national socio-economic conditions” Some progress has been reported in
addressing subsidies harmful to biodiversity andrealigning incentives, with a
broad range of incentive programmes already impigetk in various sectors,
including payments for ecosystem services; tax @tiems or tax deductibility
schemes, support in commercialization and marketeldpment, including
certification, and subsidized insurance for spe@ftonomic activities e.g. organic
farming and biodiversity banks. The issue will belier addressed at COP-12.

Target 4: “By 2020, at the latest, Governments, business takdlsolders at all
levels have taken steps to achieve or have impleshgolans for sustainable
production and consumption and have kept the ingpaictise of natural resources
well within safe ecological limitsWhile there are a number of initiatives by
Parties, organizations and the private sector etlierinsufficient data to assess
overall progress at this stage. The 10 year framewaf programmes on
sustainable consumption and production patterngptad by UNCSD will add

impetus to the achievement of this target.

Target 5: “By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural habitaits¢luding forests,
is at least halved and where feasible brought clwseero, and degradation
and fragmentation is significantly reducedQverall rates of deforestation are
declining. However, the decline in rates of deftaien is not yet sufficient
to achieve the target of halving the rate of log020. Many freshwater and
coastal ecosystems, such as mangroves, continbe tiegraded with loss of
biodiversity.

Target 6: “By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks and aquatiants are

managed and harvested sustainably, legally and yapgl ecosystem based
approaches, so that overfishing is avoided, recpydans and measures are
in place for all depleted species, fisheries hawesignificant adverse impacts
on threatened species and vulnerable ecosystemshanisnpacts of fisheries
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on stocks, species and ecosystems are within safegcal limits”: Progress
has been made with significant reductions in hsisveof global marine
fisheries in some areas compared with the unswstienlevels of a decade

ago. However, overfishing still occurs in many aea

Target 7: “By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture ande$try are
managed sustainably, ensuring conservation of Wedity”: Considerable
progress has been made, with many ongoing inigatito improve the
sustainablity of agricultural, aqua cultural andrefstry systems and the
development of national certification schemes fgrialtural, aqua cultural
and forestry products. However, while it is clehatt efforts to promote the
sustainable management of resources are incredbim@, is insufficient data,
at this moment, to make a comprehensive assessh@nbgress towards all

elements of this target.

Target 8: "By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutrienteas been
brought to levels that are not detrimental to eacieyn function and
biodiversity”: Progress has been made with some countries regltioenrun-

off of nutrients, and developing regulations onaage of pollutants. Work is
also being undertaken under international agreesnamd conventions to
control certain types of chemical pollutants aneitimovement, however, not

all pollutants are covered by these initiatives.

Target 9: “By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways aeatiied and
prioritized, priority species are controlled or etated, and measures are in
place to manage pathways to prevent their introgtucand establishment”:
Various actions have been taken by Parties and atiadeholders including
control and eradication programmes for alreadyldisiaed invasive species.
Increasingly countries also have programmes in eplax identify invasive
alien species before they enter their territoryctSactions, however, need to

be significantly scaled up if this target is tornet.
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Target 10: “By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic pressures oralcceefs,
and other vulnerable ecosystems impacted by clincdiange or ocean
acidification are minimized, so as to maintain theintegrity and
functioning”. Actions that are being taken to reach this targetlude
reducing pollution, overexploitation and harvestiptactices, which often
showed positive effects. However, with the inforimatcurrently available it

is not possible to comprehensively assess progogssds this target.

Target 11: “By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial andamd water

areas, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine arezspecially areas of
particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystservices, are conserved
through effectively and equitably managed, ecolalyycrepresentative and
well connected systems of protected areas and odfffective area-based
conservation measures, and integrated into the withndscapes and
seascapes”: Both the expansion of protected areas and the matimargets

being adopted by countries suggest that the taofeprotecting 17% of

terrestrial areas is within reach. The 10% targetgrotection is also within
reach for territorial waters. But substantial addhial efforts will be needed to
achieve the targets in open ocean and deep ses, #ih within and beyond

national jurisdiction.

Target 12: “By 2020 the extinction of known threatened spebis been
prevented and their conservation status, particlyianf those most in decline,
has been improved and sustaine®verall, while the actions being taken to
prevent extinction of species are having a positmpact, they will need to
be significantly scaled up if Aichi Target 12 is twe reached. Latest
assessments suggest that of the more than 70,&iespassessed 30% are

still threatened with extinction and of these, 4,@0e critically endangered.

Target 13: “By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plaated farmed
and domesticated animals and of wild relatives,ludmng other socio-
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economically as well as culturally valuable speciés maintained, and

strategies have been developed and implementedmiaimizing genetic

erosion and safeguarding their genetic diversityCurrent assessments
suggest that the genetic diversity of cultivatearnfed species, their wild
relatives and other socio-economically importanéaes is still declining.

But while significant progress has been made indkesitu conservation of
crops, there has been less progress with in sihserwation and enhanced
efforts to conserve genetic diversity are required.

Target 14: “By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential servioetiding
services related to water, and contribute to hedlitrelihoods and well-being,
are restored and safeguarded, taking into accoum theeds of women,
indigenous and local communities, and the poor anbherable”: Since the
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, published in 208&ny countries have
made increased efforts to maintain ecosystem sesyibut based on current
data, it is difficult to assess the overall statfsecosystem services. The
development of a major assessment on the statubiadiversity and

ecosystem services is currently under considerdtjolPBES.

Target 15: “By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution
biodiversity to carbon stocks has been enhancewugh conservation and
restoration, including restoration of at least 1l5erpcent of degraded
ecosystems, thereby contributing to climate changeation and adaptation
and to combating desertification”.There has been some progress in
achievement of target 15, with growing recognitairecosystem resilience as
an important policy objective for Parties. Ecosysteestoration was given
further impetus by a decision of COP 11 and the éigtdad Call for

concerted action.
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Target 16: “‘By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol is in force and openral,
consistent with national legislationrogress towards achievement of target

16 has already been reported in para 12/13.

Target 17: “By 2015 each Party has developed, adopted as acypoli
instrument, and has commenced implementing antieke@articipatory and
updated national biodiversity strategy and actidarg: Over 90% of Parties
have developed NBSAPs and most now are in the psooé updating and
aligning them with the current Strategic Plan. weoer, to meet the target,
Parties will need to adopt the updated NBSAPs akcydnstruments,
including resource mobilization strategies and rmmg systems for

national targets.

Target 18: “By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations gmectices of
indigenous and local communities relevant for thenservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity, and their custoynarse of biological
resources, are respected, subject to national lagmn and relevant
international obligations, and fully integrated andeflected in the
implementation of the Convention with the full aaftective participation of
indigenous and local communities, at all relevaavdls”: There has been
steady progress towards achieving Target 18, dwtuthe adoption of the
Nagoya Protocol which provides protection of tremital knowledge
associated with genetic resources, work under thevéntion to develop a
Plan of Action on Customary Sustainable Use of iexsity, and, at national
level, through increased recognition and suppartctommunity conservation

areas.

Target 19: “By 2020, knowledge, the science base and techreslagiating
to biodiversity, its values, functioning, status dartrends, and the

consequences of its loss, are improved, widelyeshand transferred, and
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applied”: For significant progress to be achieved, increasgdstments in
biodiversity data and observations are necess&ySTTA-17 will examine
the scientific and technical needs for the achiesminof the Aichi Targets.
Measures to further promote technical and scientdooperation among
Parties will be addressed at COP 12. Work undBER will also contribute

to the achievement of this target.

Target 20: “By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization of finadaesources for

effectively implementing the Strategic Plan for @dwersity 2011-2020 from

all sources, and in accordance with the consolidatend agreed process in
the Strategy for Resource Mobilization, should &age substantially from the
current levels. This target will be subject to chgas contingent to resource
needs assessments to be developed and reportedrbigs?. Recognising

that a substantial increase in financial resoumgesld be necessary for the
implementation of the Strategic Plan, this issue wddressed at COP 11. A
detailed report on the breakthrough in reachinggmeement on a doubling of
international financial flows by 2015 has been m@d on in paragraph 3
above. The strategy for resource mobilization,udahg targets for domestic

resource mobilization, will be further addresse€Catr 12.

Challenges in implementing the Strategic Plan andcAi targets.

16.Significant challenges that Parties, particulargni developing countries, face
in implementing the Strategic Plan and the Aichigéds include the need for
enhanced capacity, and the need for human, tedramchfinancial resources. To
address these challenges, the secretariat, suppbytethe Japan Biodiversity
Fund, has organised capacity building workshopsupport countries in the
updating of NBSAPSs, preparation of national repamsl the implementation of
many programmes of work. Partnerships with UN Fuadd programmes and
specialized agencies are also contributing to tledékmts. All countries face the

need for the active engagement of all sectors eegunent and society. Timely
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monitoring of progress towards the achievemenhefAichi Targets is essential
to ensure that countries are on track to achieee Ti#rgets, individually and
collectively. Support from international communiéyd the UN system through
the mainstreaming of biodiversity in the post 2@Evelopment agenda and the
sustainable development goals will be crucial fengrating and sustaining the
momentum required for implementation of the strateBlan and the Aichi

targets.

E. Follow up on Rio plus 20: International Decadeon Biodiversity, post

2015 development agenda and SDG processes

17.To follow up on the outcome of UNCSD, which welcamthe UN Decade for
Biodiversity as an important framework to promdte engagement of all stakeholders
in the conservation and sustainable use of biodityerthe Secretariat has promoted a
number of activities. Significant among these &® commemorative events to mark
the International Day for Biodiversity (IDB) on M&2 2013. A panel discussion was
organized at UN headquarters on the occasion oflxBe on the margins of the third
session of the Open Working Group on SustainableDpment Goals (SDGs), with
a view to highlighting the important role of biodnsity and ecosystems in ensuring
water security and sustainable development. A pabtin entitled “Natural Solutions
For Water Security” which highlighted the role of biodiversity andosgstems in
ensuring water quality, supply and availability wasnched and messages of the UN
Secretary General, Chair UN Water were widely drssated. National level
observances designed to enhance awareness ohklagds between biodiversity and
water were also organized in more than 51 coestand over 17 international and

United Nations organizations commemorated the IDB.

% https://www.cbd.int/idb/2013/booklet/
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18.The Secretariat is also contributing actively te fireparations initiated by the UN
Task Team to support the deliberations of memlsestin the Open Working Group
on SDGs, with a view to mainstreaming biodiversitythe consideration of the post
2015 development agenda and the SDGs.

19.The twelfth meeting of the Joint Liaison Group bé&tRio Conventions (JLG-12)
took place on 25 January 2013 and deliberated omsores to enhance
collaboration between the Rio Conventions, partidyl through the Rio
Conventions Pavilion, the Rio Conventions Calendad joint activities on
gender mainstreaming, and the post-2015 developnageinda. The CBD
Secretariat has also entered into partnership GH#F for a pilot project on the
implementation of joint activities between the Ri@nventions at the national

and sub-national level, with some selected cousitrie

Recommendations

20.The General Assembly, at its sixty-eighth sessmay wish to, inter alia:

(a) Stress the importance of follow up to and impdatation of the
outcomes of COP11 /MOPG;

(b) Call on all Parties to implement the Strateian and Aichi
targets;

(c) ) Invite all Parties and relevant United Nasowdepartments,
specialized agencies, funds, programmes and relgommamissions to
contribute to the achievement of the objectiveshef United Nations
Decade on Biodiversity, 2011-2020;

(e) Call on all States that have not yet done saatify or accede to

the Convention on Biological Diversity;
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(f) Calls on all Parties to the Convention, thavéaot yet done so, to
ratify or accede to Nagoya Protocol;

(g) Calls on all parties to the Convention, thatéaot yet done so to
ratify or accede to the Cartagena Protocol on Beigaand its Nagoya

— Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liabibtyd Redress.
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