
Pursuit of a Transformative 

Agenda: 

GNH and the SDGs 



OUTLINE 

• National Vision: Gross National Happiness 

• Commonalities between GNH and the SDG 

• Alignment and Integration of SDGs with the National 
Development Plans 

• Challenges and Opportunities 
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NATIONAL VISION:  
GROSS NATIONAL HAPPINESS 

 

Pillar 1: 
Sustainab
le and 
Equitable 
Socio-
Economic  
Develop
ment 
 

Pillar 2:  
Preservation 
and Promotion 
of Culture 

Pillar 3 : 
Conservatio

n and 
Sustainable  

Environment 
Managemen

t Pillar 4: 
Strengthening 

Good 
Governance 
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Common Threads between GNH and 

SDGs 

Sus tainable  and Equitable  Soc io-

Ec onom ic  De ve lopm e nt 

Cons e rvation and 

s us tainable  m anag e m e nt of 

Environm e nt Good Gove rnanc e  

Pre s e rvation and 

Prom otion of Culture  

Goal 1: No Pove rty 

Goal 7: Affordable  and Cle an 

Ene rgy 

Goal 5: Ge nde r 

Equality 

Goal 2: Ze ro Hunge r 

Goal 12: Re sponsible  

consumption and Production 

Goal 16: Pe ace , Justice  

and Strong Institutions  

Goal 3: Good He alth and 

We llbe ing Goal 13: Climate  Action 

Goal 4: Quality Education Goal 15: Life  on Land 

Goal 6: Cle an Wate r and 

Sanitation 

Goal 8: De ce nt Work and 

Economic Growth 

Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and 

Infrastructure  

Goal 10: Re duce d Ine qualitie s 

Goal 11: Sustainable  Citie s and 

Communitie s 

Goal 17: Partne rship for the  Goals 
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Eleventh Five Year Plan and the SDGs 

1. Economic Growth 
Sustained 

5. Strengthened Bhutanese 
Identity, social cohesion 
and harmony 

9. Water Security 13. Gender friendly  
environment for women’s  
participation 

2. Poverty Reduced and 
MDG plus achieved 

6. Indigenous wisdom, arts 
and crafts promoted for 
sustainable livelihood 

10. Improved disaster 
resilience and 
management 
mainstreamed 

14. Corruption Reduced 

3. Food Secure and 
Sustained 

7. Carbon neutral/Green &    
climate     resilient    
development 

11. Improved public 
service delivery 

15. Safe Society  

4. Employment 8. Sustainable utilization 
and management of 
Natural Resource 

12. Democracy and 
Governance strengthened 

16. Needs of Vulnerable 
Group addressed 
 

SDGs aligned to the 
NKRAs 

NKRAs  not in 
SDGs 

Three SDGs prioritized in the 
11th Plan 
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Localization of SDGs: 

SDG Scorecard for Bhutan in the 

11th Plan  

143 
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130

132

134

136

138

140

142

144

SDG
Identified

Targets

SDG
Matched
Targets

Chart Title 
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Twelfth Five Year Plan and the SDGs 

1. Macroeconomic 

Stability Ensured 

5. Health and Ecosystem 

Services Maintained 

9. Infrastructure, 

Communication and 

Public Service Delivery 

Improved 

13. Democracy and 

Decentralization 

Strengthened 

2. Economic Diversity and 

Productivity Enhanced 

6. Carbon Neutral, 

Climate and Disaster 

Resilient Development 

Enhanced 

10. Gender Equality 

Promoted, Women and 

Girls Empowered 

14. Healthy and Caring 

Society Enhanced 

3. Poverty Eradicated & 

Inequality Reduced 

7. Quality of Education 

and Skills Improved 

11. Productive & Gainful 

Employment Created 

15. Liveability, Safety 

and Sustainability  of 

Human Settlements 

Improved 

4. Culture & Traditions 

Preserved & Promoted 

8. Water, Food and 

Nutrition Security 

Ensured 

12. Corruption Reduced 16. Justice Services and 

Institutions 

Strengthened 
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16 National Key Result Areas        16 Sustainable Development Goals 

NKRA_1. Macroeconomic Stability Ensured Goal 8, 10 & 17 

NKRA_2. Economic Productive Capacity Enhanced Goal 7, 10, 12 

NKRA_3. Poverty and Inequality Reduced Goal 1 & 10 

NKRA_4. Culture and Tradition Preserved and Promoted 

NKRA_5. Healthy Ecosystem Services Maintained Goal 6 

NKRA_6. Carbon Neutral, Climate and Disaster Resilient Development Enhanced Goal 9 & 13 

NKRA_7. Quality of Education and Skills Improved Goal 4 

NKRA_8. Food and Nutrition Security Enhanced Goal 2 

NKRA_9. Efficiency and Effectiveness of Public Service Delivery Improved Goal 16 

NKRA_10. Gender Equality and Women and Girls Empowered Goal 5 

NKRA_11. Productive and Gainful Employment Created Goal 15 

NKRA_12. Corruption Reduced Goal 16 

NKRA_13. Democracy and Decentralization Strengthened Goal 16 

NKRA_14. Healthy, Safe and Caring Society Enhanced Goal 3 

NKRA_15. Livability and Sustainability of Human Settlements Improved Goal 11 & 12 

NKRA_16. Justice Services and Institutions Strengthened Goal 16 

GNH – SDG synergy  in the 12th FYP 
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Challenges and Opportunities  

Challenges 

• Reliable and Robust Data 

• Lack of Resources (Human and Financial) 

 

Opportunities 

• Data Ecosystem 
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