
High-level side event 

“Circular economy as a holistic means to accelerate 
the implementation of SDG 12 and SDG 13”

High-level Political Forum 2021 

Tuesday, 6 July 2021 at 7.30 a.m. (New York Time) 

Co-hosted by In partnership with

Austria and Costa Rica in cooperation with Argentina, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the United
Nations Environment Programme and the European Commission, are pleased to invite you to the side event “Circular
economy as a holistic means to accelerate the implementation of SDG 12 and SDG 13” on Tuesday, 6 July 2021 at 7.30 a.m.
(EDT)

The event will convene a panel of high-level and senior officials from governments, international organizations, private
sector and civil society.

The world must not lose sight of the efforts towards the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. The concept
of a circular economy offers many opportunities to transform the way we produce and consume while accelerating the
uptake of renewable energy, making this concept a viable solution to some of the most pressing global challenges.

Building on the findings of the global consultation on circular economy, led by Austria and Costa Rica and convened by
UNIDO in May 2021 (https://www.unido.org/our-focus-safeguarding-environment/global-consultations-circular-economy),
this side event will further explore how best we can put forward the concept of circular economy into practice, with a focus
on accelerating the implementation of SDG 12 and SDG 13.

Provisional agenda

I. Welcome and keynote addresses 
II. Panel discussion based on guiding questions 
III. Question and answer session with audience 
IV. Closing remarks

Welcome and keynote addresses

▪ H.E. Ms. Leonore Gewessler, Federal Minister for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and 
Technology of Austria 

▪ H.E. Ms. Andrea Meza Murillo, Minister of Environment and Energy of Costa Rica 
▪ Mr. Romario Valentine, Ocean Sole Ambassador, 9 years old youth activist 

Moderator: Mr. Charles Arden-Clarke, Head of the One Planet Network (10YFP) Secretariat 

Panelists:  

▪ Mr. Rodrigo Rodriguez Tornquist, Secretary of Climate Change, Sustainable Development and Innovation, Ministry of 
Environment and Sustainable Development of Argentina 

▪ Mr. LI Yong, Director General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization  
▪ Ms. Olga Algayerova, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
▪ Mr. James Grabert, Director, Mitigation Division, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
▪ Ms. Astrid Schomaker, Director for Global Sustainable development,  Directorate General for Environment,  European 

Commission
▪ Ms. Hilda Flavia Nakabuye, Founder of Fridays For Future, Uganda 

Please click here to join

https://www.unido.org/our-focus-safeguarding-environment/global-consultations-circular-economy
https://unido.zoom.us/j/99980212056

