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PROGRESS ON MEETING THE PROGRESS ON MEETING THE MDGsMDGs
ACCESS TO WATERACCESS TO WATER

Source: JMP Report of WHO and UNICEF 2006

PROGRESS ON MEETING THE PROGRESS ON MEETING THE MDGsMDGs
ACCESS TO SANITATIONACCESS TO SANITATION
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STATUS OF REACHING THE MDG STATUS OF REACHING THE MDG 
ON WATERON WATER

1001009999100100Developed RegionsDeveloped Regions
858583837878WORLDWORLD

808080807171Developing RegionDeveloping Region
909091918585West AsiaWest Asia
838382827676South East AsiaSouth East Asia
808085857272South AsiaSouth Asia
808078787171East AsiaEast Asia
888891918383Latin America and CaribbeanLatin America and Caribbean
656556564949SubSub--Saharan AfricaSaharan Africa
939391918989North AfricaNorth Africa

Required Required 
CoverageCoverage

2004 2004 
CoverageCoverage

1990 1990 
CoverageCoverage

RegionRegion

STATUS OF REACHING THE MDG STATUS OF REACHING THE MDG 
ON SANITATIONON SANITATION

1001009999100100Developed RegionsDeveloped Regions
656559594949WORLDWORLD

555550503535Developing RegionDeveloping Region
878784848181West AsiaWest Asia
656567674949South East AsiaSouth East Asia
444438382020South AsiaSouth Asia
474745452424East AsiaEast Asia
787877776868Latin America and CaribbeanLatin America and Caribbean
525237373232SubSub--Saharan AfricaSaharan Africa
767677776565North AfricaNorth Africa

Required Required 
CoverageCoverage

2004 2004 
CoverageCoverage

1990 1990 
CoverageCoverage

RegionRegion



4

PROJECTING CURRENT TRENDS TO 2015PROJECTING CURRENT TRENDS TO 2015

Source: JMP Report of WHO and UNICEF 2006

LIMKING PROGRESS TO OTHER INDICATORSLIMKING PROGRESS TO OTHER INDICATORS
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MAINTAINING THE MOMENTUMMAINTAINING THE MOMENTUM

Gains made so far could be erodedGains made so far could be eroded
Achievement of other Achievement of other MDGsMDGs could be Jeopardizedcould be Jeopardized
May lead to wider inequalities in health, education May lead to wider inequalities in health, education 
and poverty reductionand poverty reduction
Reaching the other halfReaching the other half
IYS and Water for Life DecadeIYS and Water for Life Decade

KEY PLAYERS IN PROVISION KEY PLAYERS IN PROVISION 
OF W&S SERVICES IN URBAN AREASOF W&S SERVICES IN URBAN AREAS

State/City Governments (Municipalities)State/City Governments (Municipalities)
Public UtilitiesPublic Utilities
Privately Operated UtilitiesPrivately Operated Utilities
Small Scale Water ProvidersSmall Scale Water Providers
Community Based OrganizationsCommunity Based Organizations
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REFERENCE TO CSDREFERENCE TO CSD--13 DECISIONS 13 DECISIONS 
(WATER & SANITATION(WATER & SANITATION))

1.1. Decentralization of water servicesDecentralization of water services
2.2. Strengthen governance of public water UtilitiesStrengthen governance of public water Utilities
3.3. Enhance the contribution of small scale water Enhance the contribution of small scale water 

providersproviders
4.4. PublicPublic--private partnerships private partnerships 
5.5. Adequately empower local authoritiesAdequately empower local authorities
6.6. Partnerships for scaling upPartnerships for scaling up

GENERAL STATE OF PUBLIC GENERAL STATE OF PUBLIC 
WATER UTILITIESWATER UTILITIES

24 hrs/day24 hrs/day24 hrs/day24 hrs/day12 hrs/day 12 hrs/day 
or lessor less

Service is intermittentService is intermittent
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Source: IFC/World Bank Survey of 246 Utilities (small and large)Source: IFC/World Bank Survey of 246 Utilities (small and large) in 51 developed and developing countries.in 51 developed and developing countries.
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CHALLENGES FACING THE PUBLIC CHALLENGES FACING THE PUBLIC 
WATER UTILITIESWATER UTILITIES

Pressure to expand provision of servicesPressure to expand provision of services
Sustainability of existing/new services, Sustainability of existing/new services, 
including infrastructureincluding infrastructure
Inadequate capital investments Inadequate capital investments 
Limited technical and institutional capacitiesLimited technical and institutional capacities
Negative external environmentNegative external environment
Changing perceptions about partnerships Changing perceptions about partnerships 

PERCEPTIONS ABOUT PRIVATIZATION IN PERCEPTIONS ABOUT PRIVATIZATION IN 
LATIN AMERICALATIN AMERICA
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REGULATING PUBLIC WATER UTILITIESREGULATING PUBLIC WATER UTILITIES

It is important to regulate because:It is important to regulate because:
Water network systems are natural Water network systems are natural 
monopoliesmonopolies
Large sunk investments and economies of Large sunk investments and economies of 
scale scale 
Parties could be subject to opportunistic Parties could be subject to opportunistic 
behaviorbehavior

Therefore, a strong regulator is needed to:Therefore, a strong regulator is needed to:
Achieve outcomes consistent with those from a Achieve outcomes consistent with those from a 
competitive marketcompetitive market
Implement government policiesImplement government policies
Balance interests of all partiesBalance interests of all parties

WATERWATER--POVERTY NEXUSPOVERTY NEXUS
..

WHO SUFFERS THE MOST ?WHO SUFFERS THE MOST ?
The perverse reality in much of The perverse reality in much of 
the developing world is that the the developing world is that the 
poorest people get less water, and poorest people get less water, and 
they also pay some of the worldthey also pay some of the world’’s s 
highest prices.highest prices.

Adapted from the Human Development Report, UNDP, 2006.
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KEY MESSAGESKEY MESSAGES

1.1. Public sector has a great potential to Public sector has a great potential to 
contributecontribute

2.2. Financing to the sector must be increasedFinancing to the sector must be increased
3.3. Balancing governance reforms with Balancing governance reforms with 

financing needsfinancing needs
4.4. Partnerships for capacity buildingPartnerships for capacity building


