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Goal 

• compile indicators? 

• authorize scientific knowledge? 

• Respond to the SD challenge? 

 

 



 

User-inspired  
research & assessments 



     

 Knowledge Action 

Earnest, information-
seeking decision makers 



• “For climate change to be 
able to lead to social 
change, there would have 
to be a drastic overhaul of 
science, of politics, and of 
the interactions between 
them…’’  
 

• “The interaction between 
science and politics is 
anything but a purely 
managerial question … ” 
(pp. 168, 170) 



 



Media Research under COMPON 
(www.compon.org)  

• Scientific knowledge about national emissions 
sources versus problem framing/solutions in 
focus in climate discussions in Brazil 

– Raises questions about information structures, 
including the science-policy interface 

– Illustrates need for integrated (cross-sectorial) 
approach to policy for SD 

http://www.compon.org/


0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

P
er

ce
n

ta
ge

 o
f 

ar
ti

cl
es

 (
%

) 

Year of publication 

Percentage  of  articles in each category in  
3 major Brazilian daily newspapers 

2003-2012 

Estado de SP Folha de SP Valor Economico

Policy-Making Economic & Energy 
Interests 

Science & 
Technology 

Ecology & 
Meteorology 

Civil Soc. 

Culture 

FOCI OF BRAZILIAN NEWSPAPER ARTICLES THAT MENTION CLIMATE CHANGE, PER CATEGORY  



 Livestock 

sector:   

 

 

 

Great ecolocial impact 

Source of majority of 

Brazil’s emissions: 50%+ 

 

Energy sector: ~15% 
 



NUMBER OF CC ARTICLES CRITICAL OF MEAT CONSUMPTION 
 

NUMBER OF CC ARTICLES CRITICAL OF MEAT CONSUMPTION 
 

2007 

Folha SP 

 

 2009 

Valor Econ.  

½ year only 

2009 

Estado SP 

 

2012 

O Globo 

 

Mention CC 779          159    260  

Mention CC & 

meat 

   21  
<3% 

   6  

  <4% 

      10  
      <4% 

17 
 

Critical of meat 

consumption 3    

 

0 
5 (1)  

397 words 

 5 (0)  
228 words 

Refuting meat-

consumption 

criticisms 
3 

   

1  

 

3  

1845 words 

0 
  

Length of 
refutations of 
criticisms: 4.6 
times greater 
 



 

“need to reduce deforestation” 



  

Government, land-owners, 
media owners 

Concentration of media ownership 

“The media as a mechanism of control 

throughout Latin America, benefitting media 

owners and political elites” 

Media bosses occupy  

1 in 10 seats in the House of Representatives,  

1 in 3 seats in the Senate 

Agricultural lobby is the strongest force in 

government; no transparency 

Television licensing used by politicians to 

serve their personal interests; no public input 

nor transparency 
 



 engaging non-scientists as solution 

 

“participation” 

“stakeholders” 

 



Sirloin steak 
represents social 
upward mobility 



Conclusion 

• Responding to the SD challenge and improving 
the science-policy interface requires 

– questioning prevalent assumptions about the nature 
of the problem and how to proceed 

– Systemic, integrated approaches to science & policy 

– Technical knowledge exists and must be used, but 
crucial to identify and analyze assumptions, cultures, 
needs & constraints in science & policy communities 



• “Approaching the 
world’s 
environmental 
challenges as a 
question of technical 
knowledge, to be 
filtered through 
existing institutional 
government 
arrangements, is 
very much part of 
the problem” 
 

Future Earth – source of hope? 


