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Co-Chairs.

1. I thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on behalf of the African

Group, The Group associates itself with the Statement delivered by the

Permanent representative of Fij i  on behalf of the G77 and China.

2. Firstly, the Group would l ike to reiterate its appreciation to the Co-Chairs

for having prepared and transmitted the progress report on the work of the

Working Group at its f irst four sessions.

3, The Group also takes this opportunity to convey its sincere condolences

to the Government and People of the Phil ippines following the devastation

engendered by the Typhoon Haiyan. This dirsaster reminds us of the urgency

to shift away from business-as-usual and to put sustainabil ity at the core of

our preoccupat ion.

4. The Group acknowledges the presence of Professor Jagdish Bhagwati

from Columbia University and Mr. Li Yong, Director-General, United Nations

Industr ial  Development Organizat ion (UNIDO). lwould l ike also to take this

opportunity to thank the Technical Support T'eam (TST) for the useful "issues

brief" it hae prepared.



5. The African Group would l ike to unders;core that all the themes of

session are inter-l inked and are of utmost importance in achieving

overarching goal of povefty eradication,

Co-chairs,

6. Africa is transforming. We have made signif icant str ides towards our

development objectives. To advance Africa's transformation, we have adopted

bold sector strategies, we have built  stronger institutions, and we have

boosted regional cooperation and integration.

7. Despite these achievements, however, the economic structure of many

countries in the continent has yet to develop to address the various social,

economic and environmental  schisms. We need to promote rapid and

inclusive growth.  We also need to improve our industr ia l izat ion,  enhance our

productive capacit ies.

B. The Group is of the view that a structural transformation of African

economies requires industr ial isat ion that induces value addit ion and economic

diversif ication. Industrialisation is a powerful tool to generate inclusive and

sustained economic growth, create producti 'ue employment and decent work

and lift mil l ions of people out of poverty.

9. ln that vein, the African Group refers to Tl're MDG Report 2013'. Assessing

progress in Africa toward the Millennium lDevelopment Goals. According

to that report, I quote: "lnequalit ies result in prart from the enclave structure of

th is

the



most African economies, which concentrates economic activity in the

extractive and commodity-producing sectors. With l imited spil lover to other

sectors, such production patterns generate few jobs, concentrate wealth in

resource-rich sectors, encourage inequality and sow the seeds of social

unrest". End of quote. To achieve the transformation of African economies,

the report recommends the promotion of industrialization and structural

transformation, through inter al ia economic diversi f icat ion and value chains

l inking raw mater ial  producers to end-users.

10. Industr ia l isat ion wi l l  help developing countr ies,  especia l ly  Afr ican

countr ies,  to st rengthen,  through weal th creat ion and taxat ion,  the

mobi l izat ion of  domest ic resources which,  in turn,  can help to achieve other

development goals.

11. Our cont inental  pr ior i t ies are containe,d into the Plan of Act ion for the

Accelerated Industrial Development of Afri ica (AIDA). The support of our

development partners in this front, particularly in terms of human and

technological capacity development and innrovation-led knowledge, is much

needed for us to achieve a structural transformation of African economies

through industr ial izat ion that induces vialues addit ion and economic

diversif ication.

12. ln a word, we want this priority to be rercognized and considered in the

framework of the SDGs. We want our African-led efforts towards structural

transformation to be supported in order to achieve the foreseen posit ive



outcomes. The Post-2O15 agenda and the SDGs need to be coherentwith
Africa's trajectory and help us ensure that growth is inclusive, sustainable and
shared.

13. To conclude on this aspect,  the Afr ican Group would l ike to express i ts
attachment to a stand-alone goal on strur:tural transformation, sustained
economic growth, industrialization, infrastructure and energy.

Co-C ha irs,

14. Africa's access to global markets and fair tnade are of the utmost
importance to our continent, As recognized in the Agreement Establishing the
WTO: "there is need for posit ive efforls designed to ensure that developing
countr ies,  and especia l ly  the least  developed among them, secure a share in
the growth in international trade commensurate with the needs of their
economic development" .  In addi t ion,  internat ional  t rade is  ident i f ied as one of
the s ix core areas through which developing countr ies can mobi l ize
development f inance. The Rio+20 Outcome document refers to international
trade as "an engine for development ancl sustained economic growth".

However, facts remain a matter of serious cc)ncern for Africa which accounts
for only 3% of world exports.

15. The Afr ican Group is of the view that,  unl ike MDGs, the sDGs
framework should champion a development friendly trading system with the
aim to reduce trade-distorting measures, inc;luding agricultural subsidies, to



improve market access of developing country products, to strengthen trade-
related capacity building, including export dir,rersif ication and finally to develop

intra-regional t rade.

Co-C ha i rs.

16. These objectives cannot be achieved without proper infrastructure.

Infrastructure deficit is one of the most serious challenges we Africans face

as it severely hinders Africa's competit ivenress in the world market. For this

reason, in support of the African economic integration and the integration of

Afr ica in the wor ld economy, we conceivred and launched, in 2010, the

Programme for Infrastructure Developmerrt in Africa (PIDA) as a unique

Africa-owned pipeline of implementable and f inanceable projects in Energy,

Transpotl, trans-boundary Water, and Information and Communication

Technologies ( lCT).  The overal l  capi ta l  cost  of  PIDA's longterm

implementation to 2040 is currently estimated at more than US$360 bil l ion.

17. In addit ion to PIDA, the NEPAD President ial  Infrastructure Champion

lni t iat ive (PlCl)  was recent ly launched sett ing up a pol i t ical  championing of

Africa's inter-regional priority infrastructure projects with the ambition to cover

the five regions of the continent.

18. This indicates,  Co-Chairs,  that  valuable in i t iat ives have been taken at

the African level and need to be incorporated in the global development

agenda.



19. To reach our goals,  no effor l  must be spared to f i l l  the f inancial  gap,

including through increased publ ic-pr ivate partnerships. T'here is also a need

to develop financial instruments and markets for investrnents for infrastructure

development.  Here, we would l ike to highl ight the coming Dakar Financing

Summit to take place on 13-14 December 2013 in Senegal.  This

unprecedented event is an implementation mechanirsmr bringing together

development partners, investors, and policy-makers to s;uprport Africa's efforts

in mobi l iz ing more resources and pol ish our strategies. Thre Group would l ike
to take this opportunity to call for a genuine global partnership. In a context

of international cooperation, it is a crucial piarameter for success.

Co-Chairs.

20. The need to reform the international f inancial system cannot be

overemphasized.  For the Afr ican Group, th is is  not  only a macroeconomic

issue but also a matter related to good governance. We wil l  come back to that

aspect at the next session of the Open Working Group.

21 .  In the meantime, Afr ican States would l ike to underl ine the importance

of the regulat ion of the global f inancial  sector,  l t  is hard to bel ieve, in 2013, in

market self-regulation, lt is well known that the fundamental cause of the

latest economic and f inancial  cr is is resides in the lack of regulat ion,



22. As pointed out several t imes by the Eiconomic C;ornmission for Africa,
"ensuring global f inancial  stabi l i ty to suppclr t  economic stabi l i ty is a global
publ ic good". Therefore, the reform of the internat ionalf inancial  and economic
architecture, to be included in the SDrGs framework, should aim at
inclusiveness and adequate representation of developinrg countries in general,

and African in particular. The current situation where tlrose countries are
underrepresented in Bretton Woods Institutions or in informal groupings l ike
the G-20, should be addressed.

23. Most  important ly ,  the Afr ican Group is of  the v iew that  any new f inancia l

and economic archi tecture shal l  not  marginal ize the Uni ted Nat ions which is
the cornerstone of the mult i lateral system and the most legit imate

organization in the world. The African Group calls for a stronger and central

ro le of  the UN in the formulat ion of  standards and mechanisms to ensure the
"collective economic stabil i ty", similar to whert i t  does in thre f ield of "collective

security". This is an essential aspect for Africa, which hr?S; ? minor impact on

the global economy, but seriously suffers the effects of national economic

pol ic ies that  have global  consequences.

24. Moreover, provisions related to the international f inarncial system in the

SDGs framework should strengthen efforts to curtai l  i l l i r : i t  f inancial f lows and

secure the restitution of i l l ici t  funds to their home countriers.



Co-Chairs.

25. The debt burden has severely unclermined efforts by developing
countr ies to at ta in internat ional ly  agreed development goals,  inc luding MDGs.
Several init iat ives have been implemented so far to address this issue such
as the Heavi ly  lndebted Poor Countr ies ( t l lPC) and the Mul t i la teral  Debt
Relief Init iat ives. Despite the posit ive impact of thpst: init iat ives, many
countries remain at r isk of debt distress. Therefore, i t  is crit ical to consider the
debt sustainabi l i ty  in a hol is t ic  manner.  In that  vein,  thr= f )DGs f ramework is
an excellent window of opportunity. One of the way forrryard could be found in
the recommendation of the Secretary-General, contained in document
41681203 to "consider the development of an agreed rule-based approach to
sovereign debt workouts to increase predictarbi l i ty and the l l imely restructuring
of  debt  when required,  wi th fa i r  burden shiar ing,  inc luding the provis ion of
minimum out lays in the budget for  socia l  protect ion, ' .

Go-C ha i rs.

26. Structural transformation in general and the thenres of sustained and
inclusive economic growth, infrastructure development, industrialization, in
particular, were not sufficiently taken into account in the l\/ lDGs. yet the role
they play in Africa is paramount to the future we want. Therefore, it is
important that the sDGs reflect these produr:tive sectors.



27 . To conclude, the Group would l ike to emphasize on the important role

that should be given to UNIDO and UNCTAD in the implementation of SDGs

since we favor a shift to a new development paradigm which should focus on

the enhancement of productive sectors.

I  thank you.


