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THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES 

(SIDS Conference) will be held from 1 to 4 September 2014 in Apia, Samoa, with the over-

arching theme as “The sustainable development of small island developing States through 

genuine and durable partnerships”. 

The SIDS Conference will include six multi-stakeholder partnership dialogues (Partnership 

Dialogues) that will serve as a forum to build on existing successful partnerships as well as 

to launch innovative and concrete new ones, to advance the sustainable development of 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS). 
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r� 3FWJFXJOH�LFZ�QSJPSJUJFT�SFMBUFE�UP�4*%4�JO�UIF�TFMFDUFE�QSJPSJUZ�BSFB�

r� Reviewing existing north-south, south-south, and triangular partnerships in the select-

FE�QSJPSJUZ�BSFB�BOE

r� *EFOUJGZJOH�HBQT�JO�UIF�QSJPSJUZ�BSFB�XIJDI�DPVME�JOTQJSF�SFOFXBM�CVJME�VQ�BOE�TDBMF�VQ�

of existing partnerships, and the launching of new innovative partnerships, focusing on 

public-private partnerships. 

5IF�DVSSFOU�1BSUOFSTIJQ�#SJFG�XJMM�MPPL�BU�UIF�QSJPSJUZ�BSFB�PG�i0DFBOT�4FBT�BOE�#JPEJWFS-

TJUZu� BOE�IJHIMJHIUT� JMMVTUSBUJWF�FYBNQMFT�PG� FYJTUJOH�QBSUOFSTIJQT�CBTFE�PO� JOGPSNBUJPO�

available in the SIDS 2014 Partnerships Platform (www.sids2014.org/partnerships) and as 

indicated through consultations with the Secretariat of the SIDS Conference. 

Introduction



$IBMMFOHFT�SFMBUFE�UP�0DFBOT�4FBT
BOE�#JPEJWFSTJUZ�JO�4*%4

OCEANS AND SEAS COVER MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS 

of the earth’s surface and contain 97% of the plan-

et’s water1��5IFZ�BSF�DSJUJDBM�UP�TVTUBJOBCMF�EFWFMPQ-

NFOU� BOE� QPWFSUZ� FSBEJDBUJPO� CZ� TVQQPSUJOH� MJGF�

ESJWJOH�UIF�DMJNBUF�BOE�IZESPMPHJDBM�DZDMFT�BT�XFMM�

BT�QSPWJEJOH�WJUBM�SFTPVSDFT�BOE�FDPTZTUFN�TFSWJD-

FT� GPS�IVNBOT��0DFBOT�BSF�DSJUJDBM� GPS�HMPCBM� GPPE�

TFDVSJUZ� TVTUBJOBCMF�FDPOPNJD�QSPTQFSJUZ�BOE� UIF�

XFMM� CFJOH� PG� NBOZ� OBUJPOBM� FDPOPNJFT� QBSUJDV-

MBSMZ�4*%4��0DFBOT�BOE�DPBTUBM�FDPTZTUFNT�TVQQPSU�

the creation of jobs as well as provide tourism and 

recreational opportunities, shoreline protection 

GSPN�TUPSNT�DBSCPO�TFRVFTUSBUJPO�BOE�NBOZ�PUIFS�

CFOFÎUT�UP�QFPQMF��"MM�PG�UIFTF�TFSWJDFT�TVQQPSU�IV-

man wellbeing through economic opportunities, 

JNQSPWFE�BOE�EJWFSTJÎFE�MJWFMJIPPET�FOIBODFE�OV-

USJUJPO�BOE�DVMUVSBM�CFOFÎUT�

4NBMM� JTMBOET� DPVME� JO� GBDU�NPSF� BQUMZ� CF� DBMMFE�

large ocean states since their land area in general 

SFQSFTFOUT�POMZ�B�TNBMM�GSBDUJPO�PG�UIF�UPUBM�TQBDF�

under their jurisdiction. 

SIDS face growing issues in the sustainable use of 

oceans, which include, among others, marine pol-

lution from a number of marine and land-based 

sources,  unsustainable extraction of marine re-

TPVSDFT� JODMVEJOH� PWFSÎTIJOH� JMMFHBM� VOSFQPSUFE�

BOE�VOSFHVMBUFE�	*66
�ÎTIJOH�BOE�EFTUSVDUJWF�ÎTI-

JOH�QSBDUJDFT�BOE�QIZTJDBM�BMUFSBUJPO�BOE�EFTUSVD-

1  TST Issues Brief: Oceans and Seas (2014)

UJPO� PG� NBSJOF� IBCJUBU� DBVTFE� CZ� VOTVTUBJOBCMF�

coastal development, submarine infrastructure, un-

TVTUBJOBCMF�UPVSJTN�ÎTIJOH�PQFSBUJPOT�JO�GSBHJMF�PS�

WVMOFSBCMF�NBSJOF�BSFBT�BOE�QIZTJDBM�EBNBHF�GSPN�

TIJQ� HSPVOEJOHT� BOE� BODIPST�� 0DFBO� BDJEJÎDBUJPO�

BOE�DMJNBUF�DIBOHF�XIJDI�BSF�CPUI�DBVTFE�CZ�JO-

creasing atmospheric greenhouse gas concentra-

tions, also have a negative impact on oceans and 

UIFJS�FDPTZTUFNT��0DFBO�BDJEJÎDBUJPO�DBO�GPS�FYBN-

ple cause coral reef bleaching and negative effects 

PG�DMJNBUF�DIBOHF�JODMVEF�JODSFBTFE�GSFRVFODZ�BOE�

JOUFOTJUZ�PG�XFBUIFS� BOE� DMJNBUF� FYUSFNFT� PDFBO�

warming and sea-level rise.

4*%4� BDDPVOU� GPS� BQQSPYJNBUFMZ� �� QFSDFOU� PG� UIF�

world’s land area and are home to about 20 percent 

of all plant, reptile and bird species on the planet. 

The latter of which is facing the highest rate of ex-

UJODUJPO� EVF� UP� BOUISPQPHFOJD� JOÏVFODFT� TVDI� BT�

habitat destruction, over-exploitation and intro-

duced invasive alien species (e.g. predators) in SIDS.2  

0UIFS�UBYPOPNJD�HSPVQT�PO�MBOE�IBWF�FYQFSJFODFE�

SFMBUJWFMZ�IJHI�SBUFT�PG�FYUJODUJPO�PO�B�HMPCBM�TDBMF���

1FSTJTUFOU�0SHBOJD�1PMMVUBOUT�	101T
�IBWF�CFFO�EJT-

charged into the environment without forethought 

BOE�XJMM�DPOUJOVF�UP�JNQBDU�FOWJSPONFOUBM�RVBMJUZ�

GPS�NBOZ�ZFBST�ZFU�

�#JPEJWFSTJUZ�JT�UISFBUFOFE�CZ�MBOE�VTF�DIBOHF�BOE�

2  UN-OHRLLS (2013) Small Island Developing States 
in Numbers.



land degradation, overexploitation, pollution, inva-

sive alien species, climate change and ocean acidi-

ÎDBUJPO��5IF� MPTT�PG�CJPEJWFSTJUZ� JO�HFOFSBM� USBOT-

MBUFT�JOUP�UIF�MPTT�PG�HFOFUJD�EJWFSTJUZ�BOE�FDPOPNJD�

SFTJMJFODF� JODSFBTFE� WVMOFSBCJMJUZ� PG� GPPE� TPVSDFT�

to disease and climatic changes therefore aggravate 

MJWFMJIPPE� WVMOFSBCJMJUZ� QBSUJDVMBSMZ� JO� SVSBM� BOE�

agriculture sectors�.  The loss and degradation of 

CJPEJWFSTJUZ�VMUJNBUFMZ�JNQBDU�BMM�QFPQMF�XJUI�UIF�

most severe, and more immediate impacts on the 

poor and vulnerable, women, children and indig-

enous peoples4. 

3  Strachan, J. and Vigilance, C. Integrating Sustain-
able Development into National Frameworks: Policy 
Approaches for Key Sectors in Small States, Common-
wealth Secretariat (2011).

4  TST Issue Brief: Biodiversity (2014).

Challenges such as high levels of post-harvest loss-

es, including the increasing discards of catches at 

TFBT� MJNJUFE� UFDIOPMPHJDBM� BOE� UFDIOJDBM� DBQBDJUZ�

and entrepreneurship skills along the value chains, 

MBDL�PG�QSPÎUBCMF�NBOVGBDUVSJOH�JOEVTUSJFT�BOE�VO-

FNQMPZNFOU�BSF�JTTVFT�PG�HSFBU�JNQPSUBODF�JO�SFMB-

UJPO�UP�UIF�TVTUBJOBCMF�VUJMJ[BUJPO�PG�CJPEJWFSTJUZ�PG�

SIDS.

#FDBVTF�PG�UIF�MBSHF�PDFBO�BSFBT�BOE�FYDMVTJWF�FDP-

nomic zones that SIDS manage, the issue of suf-

ÎDJFOU�IVNBO�BOE� JOTUJUVUJPOBM� DBQBDJUZ� JO� PDFBO�

management, research, and observation is a major 

DIBMMFOHF�UP�NBOZ�4*%4�



.

1. Global Island Partnership (GLISPA): The Global 

Island Partnership (GLISPA) assists islands in ad-

dressing one of the world’s greatest challenges — to 

DPOTFSWF�BOE�TVTUBJOBCMZ�VUJMJ[F� JOWBMVBCMF� JTMBOE�

natural resources that support people, cultures and 

livelihoods in their island homes around the world.

http://glispa.org/ 

2. Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries, 

and Food Security (CTI-CFF): is a multilateral part-

OFSTIJQ�PG�TJY�DPVOUSJFT� *OEPOFTJB�.BMBZTJB�1BQ-

VB�/FX�(VJOFB�1IJMJQQJOFT�4PMPNPO� *TMBOET�BOE�

Timor Leste, working together to sustain extraor-

EJOBSZ�NBSJOF�BOE�DPBTUBM�SFTPVSDFT�CZ�BEESFTTJOH�

DSVDJBM�JTTVFT�TVDI�BT�GPPE�TFDVSJUZ�DMJNBUF�DIBOHF�

BOE�NBSJOF�CJPEJWFSTJUZ�

http://coraltrianglecenter.org/

3. Caribbean Challenge is an historic conservation 

JOJUJBUJWF�UIBU�CSJOHT�UPHFUIFS�GPS�UIF�ÎSTU�UJNF�HPW-

ernments, companies and partners to accelerate 

action on conservation in the Caribbean. Together, 

the 9 participating countries and territories have 

committed to conserve at least 20% of nearshore 

and coastal environments in marine protected ar-

FBT�CZ������XJUI�UIF�IFMQ�PG�QSJWBUF�BOE�QVCMJD�TFD-

UPS�QBSUOFST��5IF�$BSJCCFBO�#JPEJWFSTJUZ�'VOE�IBT�

been established to support achievement of the CCI 

DPNNJUNFOUT�CZ�������

IUUQ���XXX�TJET�����PSH�JOEFY�QIQ QBHF�WJFX�UZ

QF������OS������NFOV�������

THE FOLLOWING PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVES ARE 

brief examples of some of the existing north-south, 

south-south and triangular partnerships, global 

and SIDS-focused in nature, complementing the ef-

GPSUT�PG�4*%4�JO�UIF�BSFBT�PG�0DFBOT�4FBT�BOE�#JPEJ-

WFSTJUZ��"EEJUJPOBM�JOGPSNBUJPO�PO�UIFTF�JOJUJBUJWFT�

and more existing partnerships can be found on the 

4*%4������1BSUOFSTIJQT�1MBUGPSN�BU��

www.sids2014.org/partnerships.

&YJTUJOH�1BSUOFSTIJQT



4. Micronesia Challenge: JT� B� DPNNJUNFOU� CZ�ÎWF� HPWFSONFOUT�UIF�3FQVCMJD� PG� 1BMBV� UIF� 'FEFSBUFE�

4UBUFT�PG�.JDSPOFTJB�UIF�3FQVCMJD�PG�UIF�.BSTIBMM�*TMBOET�UIF�6�4��5FSSJUPSZ�PG�(VBN�BOE�UIF�6�4��$PN-

NPOXFBMUI�PG�UIF�/PSUIFSO�.BSJBOB�*TMBOET���UP�FGGFDUJWFMZ�DPOTFSWF�BU�MFBTU�����PG�UIF�OFBS�TIPSF�NB-

SJOF�SFTPVSDFT�BOE�����PG�UIF�UFSSFTUSJBM�SFTPVSDFT�BDSPTT�.JDSPOFTJB�CZ�������5IF�$IBMMFOHF�IBT�HSPXO�

JOUP�B�OFUXPSL�TVQQPSUFE�CZ�PWFS����QBSUOFST�HMPCBMMZ�BOE�IBT�TFFO�FOPSNPVT�QSPHSFTT�

IUUQ���XXX�TJET�����PSH�JOEFY�QIQ QBHF�WJFX�UZQF������OS������NFOV�����

���1BDJÎD�.BOHSPWFT�*OJUJBUJWF� 5IF�1BDJÎD�.BOHSPWFT�*OJUJBUJWF�	1.*
�JT�B�QBSUOFSTIJQ�CBTFE�JOJUJBUJWF�QSP-

NPUJOH�JOWFTUNFOU�BOE�BDUJPO�GPS�TVTUBJOBCMF�NBOHSPWF�GVUVSFT�JO�UIF�1BDJÎD�*TMBOET��4JODF�JUT�JODFQUJPO�

JO������1.*�IBT�CFFO�BTTJTUJOH�1BDJÎD�*TMBOE�DPVOUSJFT�BOE�UFSSJUPSJFT�UP�JNQMFNFOU�TPVOE�QSBDUJDFT�BOE�

DBQBDJUZ�CVJMEJOH�JO�NBOHSPWF�NBOBHFNFOU��5IF�JOJUJBUJWF�BMTP�BJNT�UP�SBJTF�BXBSFOFTT�PO�UIF�WBMVF�PG�

DPBTUBM�FDPTZTUFN�HPPET�BOE�TFSWJDFT�BOE�CVJME�DBQBDJUZ�BU�BMM�MFWFMT�UP�BJE�MPDBM�HPWFSONFOUT�NBLF�JO-

formed decisions.

IUUQT���XXX�JVDO�PSH�BCPVU�VOJPO�TFDSFUBSJBU�PGÎDFT�PDFBOJB�QSJPSJUJFT�QSJPSJUZ@OBUVSFCBTFETPMVUJPOT�PSP@JOJUJB-

UJWFT@QNJ



���1BDJÎD�*OWBTJWF�1BSUOFSTIJQ�	1*1
� A regional coordi-

OBUFE�BQQSPBDI�UP�CJPTFDVSJUZ�BOE�JOWBTJWF�TQFDJFT�

NBOBHFNFOU�BOE�CVJMEJOH�DBQBDJUZ�PG�4*%4�UP�BE-

dress the threats and mitigate the negative impacts 

DBVTFE�CZ� JOWBTJWF� TQFDJFT�PO�CJPEJWFSTJUZ� FDPOP-

NZ�BOE�IFBMUI�� 1*1� ESBXT� GSPN� UIF� FYQFSUJTF� BOE�

resources of its membership which consists of re-

gional inter-governmental organisations, academic 

BOE� TDJFOUJÎD� SFTFBSDI� JOTUJUVUJPOT� BOE� JOUFSOB-

tional organizations to assist national governments 

PO� JTTVFT�PG�CJPTFDVSJUZ�BOE� JOWBTJWF� TQFDJFT� BOE�

accelerating actions on the ground through close 

MJBJTPO�XJUI�UIF�DJWJM�TPDJFUZ�BOE�OPO�HPWFSONFOU�

organizations.

IUUQ���XXX�TQSFQ�PSH�1BDJGJD�*OWBTJWFT�1BSUOFS-

ship/invasive-partnerships.

7. Regional Seas Programme: The Regional Seas Pro-

gramme aims to address the accelerating degradation 

of the world’s oceans and coastal areas through the sus-

tainable management and use of the marine and coast-

BM� FOWJSPONFOU� CZ� FOHBHJOH� OFJHICPVSJOH� DPVOUSJFT�

JO�DPNQSFIFOTJWF�BOE�TQFDJÎD�BDUJPOT�UP�QSPUFDU�UIFJS�

shared marine environment

IUUQ���XXX�VOFQ�PSH�SFHJPOBMTFBT�
8. Global Programme of Action for the Protection 

of the Marine Environment from Land-based Ac-

tivities: aims at preventing the degradation of the 

NBSJOF�FOWJSPONFOU�GSPN�MBOE�CBTFE�BDUJWJUJFT�CZ�

GBDJMJUBUJOH�UIF�SFBMJ[BUJPO�PG� UIF�EVUZ�PG�4UBUFT� UP�

preserve and protect the marine environment”. It is 

VOJRVF�JO�UIBU�JU�JT�UIF�POMZ�HMPCBM�JOJUJBUJWF�EJSFDU-

MZ�BEESFTTJOH�UIF�DPOOFDUJWJUZ�CFUXFFO�UFSSFTUSJBM�

GSFTIXBUFS�DPBTUBM�BOE�NBSJOF�FDPTZTUFNT�

IUUQ���XXX�HQB�VOFQ�PSH�

���1BSUOFSTIJQ�PO�%FWFMPQNFOU�PG�UIF�ÎTIFSJFT�WBM-

ue chain for rural development and food security:

aims at strengthening the productive and trade ca-

QBDJUJFT�PG�TNBMM�TDBMF�CVTJOFTTFT�JO�UIF�5VOB�ÎTI-

eries value chain for rural development and food 

TFDVSJUZ�JO�UIF�4PVUI�1BDJÎD�

IUUQ���XXX��BEJ�PSH�TPVUI�QBDJÎD�JTMBOET�



����8FTUFSO�BOE�$FOUSBM�1BDJÎD�'JTIFSJFT�$PNNJT-

sion: FTUBCMJTIFE�CZ�UIF�$POWFOUJPO�GPS�UIF�$POTFS-

WBUJPO� BOE�.BOBHFNFOU� PG� )JHIMZ�.JHSBUPSZ� 'JTI�

4UPDLT� JO� UIF�8FTUFSO� BOE� $FOUSBM� 1BDJÎD� 0DFBO�

	8$1'�$POWFOUJPO
��5IF�8$1'$�$POWFOUJPO�TFFLT�

to address problems in the management of high 

TFBT� ÎTIFSJFT� SFTVMUJOH� GSPN� VOSFHVMBUFE� ÎTIJOH�

PWFS�DBQJUBMJ[BUJPO� FYDFTTJWF�ÏFFU� DBQBDJUZ� WFTTFM�

SF�ÏBHHJOH� UP�FTDBQF�DPOUSPMT� JOTVGÎDJFOUMZ�TFMFD-

UJWF�HFBS�VOSFMJBCMF�EBUBCBTFT�BOE�JOTVGÎDJFOU�NVM-

tilateral cooperation in respect to conservation and 

NBOBHFNFOU�PG�IJHIMZ�NJHSBUPSZ�ÎTI�TUPDLT

IUUQ���XXX�XDQGD�JOU�BCPVU�XDQGD

11. Global Partnership for Oceans (GPO): an al-

liance of over 140 governments, international or-

HBOJ[BUJPOT� DJWJM� TPDJFUZ� HSPVQT� BOE� QSJWBUF� TFD-

tor interest committed to addressing the threats to 

UIF�IFBMUI�QSPEVDUJWJUZ�BOE�SFTJMJFODF�PG�UIF�PDFBO��

5ISPVHI� UIF�NPCJMJ[BUJPO� PG� ÎOBODJBM� BOE� LOPXM-

FEHF�SFTPVSDFT�(10�BJNT�UP�BEESFTT�JTTVFT�SFMBUFE�

to the depletion of natural resource reservoirs that 

TPVSDFE�OVUSJUJPO� MJWFMJIPPET�BOE�WJUBM� FDPTZTUFN�

TFSWJDFT�JODMVEJOH�PWFSÎTIJOH�QPMMVUJPO�BOE�IBCJ-

tat loss.

 IUUQ���XXX�HMPCBMQBSUOFSTIJQGPSPDFBOT�PSH�BCPVU�



 

Suggested opportunities for Partnerships

*O�NPWJOH�GPSXBSE�UIF�1BSUOFSTIJQ�%JBMPHVF�NBZ�DPOTJEFS�LFZ�QBSUOFSTIJQT�JO�UIF�BSFBT�PG�0DFBOT�4FBT�
BOE�#JPEJWFSTJUZ�UP�JODMVEF�BNPOH�PUIFST�

r� Strengthen national and regional efforts to improve coastal zone management, including prevention 

of marine and land-based pollution.

r� 6OEFSUBLF�DPIFSFOU�BOE�TVTUBJOFE�FGGPSUT�UP�BEESFTT�UIF�JNQBDUT�PG�PDFBO�BDJEJÎDBUJPO�BOE�DMJNBUF�
DIBOHF�UPHFUIFS�XJUI�BO�JNQSPWFNFOU�PG�SFTJMJFODF�PG�NBSJOF�FDPTZTUFNT�BOE�MPDBM�DPNNVOJUJFT�

r� Promote an inclusive and sustainable development of local economies utilising the oceans, seas and 

CJPEJWFSTJUZ�XIJMF�DPOTFSWJOH�DPBTUBM�BOE�NBSJOF�FDPTZTUFNT�UP�NBJOUBJO�UIFJS�NVMUJQMF�FDPTZTUFN�
services (e.g. carbon sinks, shoreline protection).

r� &OIBODF�UIF�DPOUSJCVUJPOT�PG�ÎTIFSJFT�BOE�NBSJOF�BRVBDVMUVSF�TIJQQJOH�BOE�TIJQCVJMEJOH�QPSUT�UPVS-
JTN�PJM�HBT�NJOJOH�BOE�NBSJUJNF�USBOTQPSUBUJPO�JOEVTUSJFT�UP�GPPE�TFDVSJUZ�OVUSJUJPO�BOE�TVTUBJOBCMF�
livelihoods.

r� &OIBODF�TVTUBJOBCMF�ÎTIJOH�BOE�SFWFSTF�EFDSFBTF�JO�ÎTI�TUPDLT�JODMVEJOH�UISPVHI�FOIBODFNFOU�PG�
BOE�DBQBDJUZ�CVJMEJOH�GPS�NPOJUPSJOH�DPOUSPM�BOE�TVSWFJMMBODF�PG�JMMFHBM�VOSFQPSUFE�BOE�VOSFHVMBUFE�
	*66
�ÎTIJOH�

r� 4VQQPSU�TVTUBJOBCMF�TNBMM�TDBMF�ÎTIFSJFT�BOE�TUSFOHUIFO�UIFJS�QSPEVDUJWF�DBQBDJUJFT�BOE�USBEF�DPN-

petitiveness.

r� &OIBODF�TVTUBJOBCMF�BOE�FDPTZTUFN�CBTFE�PDFBO�BOE�ÎTIFSJFT�NBOBHFNFOU�UISPVHI�FGÎDJFOU�BQQMJ-
cation of climate information.
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