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Recommendations 
Headline Recommendation
Take action where water-related risks may exacerbate fragility, conflict, or forced displacement, and affect peace and 
security.

Detailed Recommendations
 S Address the adverse impacts and challenges water can cause, including fragility, conflict and forced displacement, 

exacerbated by climate change and emphasize the need for adequate risk assessment and management solutions.
 S Endorse the recommendations of the HLPW on the central role of water cooperation at local, transboundary and 

global levels for sustainable water management and to contribute to peace and security.
 S Address the water-related root causes, as well as pursue preemptive actions.
 S Exercise international solidarity and support for countries hosting large numbers of displaced persons and refugees 

to address their water-related challenges. 

Challenges

Water crises as a push factor for forced displacement. About 2.5 billion people (36% of the world’s population) 
live in water-scarce regions and more than 20% of global GDP is produced here. A recent report by the International 
Food Policy Research Institute projected that 4.8 billion people—more than half the world’s population—and about 
half of global grain production will be at risk due to water stress by 2050.1 
Increased rainfall variability is already responsible for a considerable net loss of food production every year—enough 
to feed 81 million people every day. Many of the affected regions overlap with areas that are already facing large food 
deficits and are classified as fragile, heightening the urgency of finding and implementing solutions.2

The world is already witnessing some of the largest flows of forced displacement since the Second World War. Water 
crises are being highlighted by the World Economic Forum in their 2016 Global Risks Report as the risk of highest 
concern for the coming decade. This tendency is likely to strengthen in the years to come.
Intense water scarcity may displace large numbers of people by 2030.3 By 2050 desertification alone threatens the live-
lihoods of nearly one billion people in around 100 countries. Furthermore, the rapid influx of people in large numbers 
may over-burden the water resources and sanitation infrastructure and the ability of the supply systems to cope. It 
may put severe financial burden on impacted countries.
The most vulnerable regions are those where the ability and the institutional capacities to cope with climate change, water 
variability and conflict resolution capability are overstretched.  Countries in these regions include those affected by broad 
desertification, small-island developing states, those exposed to water-related effects of climate change, and countries 
in crisis zones facing water scarcity, as well as those hosting large number of displaced persons relative to their initial 
population. They may need increased international cooperation, including adequate risk assessment and management 
solutions to address the water-related root causes and pursue early preventive actions. 

1  Water Resource Group Annual Report 2016
2  Uncharted Waters, World Bank Group, 2017
3  UNCCD Desertification, The Invisible Frontline (2014)
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Guiding principles for the HLPW to address the water / displacement nexus 

Addressing water challenges to address strategies of peace: The vital importance of water cooperation for 
maintenance of international peace and security must be recognized. Hydro-diplomacy must be strengthened in the 
framework of conflict prevention strategies.
Prevention: Good water governance, increased water efficiency, and the application of the appropriate technologies 
can convert scarcity into security. Long term livelihood development should be prioritized over post-conflict mitiga-
tion and emergency aid.
Solidarity and support: Countries in crisis zones and those hosting large number of displaced persons should be paid 
special attention. 
Stakeholders’ involvement: While the key role and coordination in addressing the water / mass displacement nexus 
is likely to stay with state actors, non-state actors should be engaged to address the water-related triggering causes of 
large scale displacement both in countries of origin and transit. 

Contributions of the Panel

The HLPW has worked in cooperation with the High-Level Panel on Water and Peace and has built upon the 
analyses and recommendations of the latter. The Panel has also reached out to countries in risk zones and relevant 
UN agencies, and research institutes. 

Findings and conclusions

 S The Panel urges recognition of the nexus between water, peace, security and forced displacement. The UN should 
serve as a vehicle of the much needed policy and institutional changes.

 S The Panel encourages building resilience of societies by decreasing water dependency of economies and optimiz-
ing use of water as well as supporting income and livelihood diversification of communities at risk.  

 S The Panel encourages countries and communities to invest in and cooperate for improved water data along basins 
building trust contributing to the prevention of potential conflicts.

 S The Panel encourages building a global information system capable to warn of water risks resulting from water-
related aspects of climate change and socio-economic developments.

 S The Panel recommends increasing international solidarity and support in the form of targeted water-related pro-
grams for countries hosting large number of displaced persons and refugees. 

 S The Panel stresses that perpetrators in destruction of water supplies during armed conflicts for the purpose of 
denying sustenance to the civilian population should inevitably face justice.

 S The Panel recommends that training programs of UN peace keeping forces should include a module on support-
ing local authorities in identifying and addressing water-related risks. 


