PERMANENT MISSION OF JAMAICA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS
767 Third Avenue, Sth Fl, New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: (212) 935-7509, Fax No: (212) 935-7607

E-Mail: jamaica@un.int, http:www.un.int/Jamaica

Ref: E/16

The Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the United Nations, in its capacity
as Chair of the CARICOM Caucus of Permanent Representatives for the current
guarter, presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations, and
with reference to the latter’s Note Ref. DESA-09/0996, dated 17 June 2009,
has the honour to submit the attached documentation outlining the views of
the Member States of the Caribbean Community, CARICOM, on the possible
security implications of climate change, pursuant to paragraph 2 of General
Assembly resolution 63/281.

The Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the United Nations, in its capacity
as Chair of the CARICOM Caucus of Permanent Representatives for the current
quarter, avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of .the
United Nations the assurances of its highest consideration.

-New York, 19 August 2009

Secretariat of the United Nations
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CARICOM Submission on the Climate Change and Security Resolution

Climate Change represents the most serious global environmental and development
challenge, with far reaching security implications. As a group of countries particularly
vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change, the Caribbean Community
places high priority on international efforts to address climate change particularly
those related to reducing global greenhouse gas emissions and the provision of
financial resources to support those countries most vulnerable to climate change.

According to World Bank estimates, the total annual impact of potential climate
change on all CARICOM countries is approximated at USS 9.9 billion or around 11.3% of
total annual GDP of all CARICOM Members States and Associate Members. Given that
many CARICOM countries have graduated from concessionary financing, these costs
associated with responding to a problem caused by others, must be met directly from
national budgets. This has contributed to the buildup of unsustainable levels of debt,
as well as diverted financial resources from key development priorities.

The vulnerability of the region to climate events is demonstrated by the impact of
hurricanes on the region. The devastating impact of Hurricane Ivan on Grenada in
2004 typifies the challenges posed by weather and climate related disasters. Overall
the damage from Hurricane Ivan amounted to twice the GDP of Grenada.

CARICOM believes that if urgent and ambitious actions are taken to comprehensively
address climate change, this will reduce the security implications associated with
climate change including the existential threat faced by some small island developing
states. In this regard CARICOM Heads of Government at their recent Summit in
Georgetown Guyana, 2-5 July 2009, issued the appended Declaration on Climate
Change which inter alia: '

o Called on Parties to the UNFCCC to work with an increased sense of urgency
and purpose towards arriving at an ambitious and comprehensive agreement at
the COP 15 in Copenhagen in 2009 which provides for: long-term stabilisation of
atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations at levels which will ensure that
global average surface temperature increases will be limited to well below 1.5°
C of pre-industrial levels; that global greenhouse gas emissions should peak by
2015; global Co2 reductions of at least 45 percent by 2020 and reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by more than 95 per cent of 1990 CO2 levels by 2050;
and

o Called for adaptation and capacity building to be prioritised and a formal and
well financed framework established within and outside of the Convention,
including the multi-window insurance facility, to address the immediate and
urgent, as well as long term, adaptation needs of vulnerable countries,
particularly the SIDS and the LDCs.
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LILIENDAAL DECLARATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT

We, the Heads of State and Government of the Caribbean Comamunity, at our Thirticth Meeting of the
Confetence in Liliendaal, Guyana from 2-5 July 2009, affitm our compitment to the principles and
objectives of the Caribbean Community as embodied in the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas establishing the
Caribbean Community including the CARICOM Single Market and Economy -

1. Recalling the dbj ective, prnciples and commitmients of the 1992 Unitcd Nations Framework Convention
on Climatc Change (UNFCCC) and its Kyoto Protocol;

2. Gravely concerned that our efforts to promote sustainable development and to achieve the internationally
agreed development goals including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) ate under severe threal
from the devastating effects of climate change and sca level rse which has led to increasingly frequent and
intense extreme weather events, damage to bio diversity, coral bleaching, coastal erosion, changmng
precipifation patterns.

3, Emphasising that dangetous climate change is alzeady occurting in all SIDS (Small Islands and Low-lying
Coastal Developing States (SIDS) regions including the Caribbean and that many SIDS will cease to exist
without urgent, ambitious and decisive action by the international copmunity. to reduce global greenhouse
gas emissions significantly and to support SIDS in their efforts to adapt to the adverse impacts of climate
change, including through the provision of increased levels of financial and technjcal resources.

4. Very concerned that the estimated total annual impact of potential climate change on all CARICOM
countries is estmated at 1US$9.9 billion in the total Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2007 US§ prices or
about 11.3% of the total angual GDP of all 20 CARICOM countries Member States and Associate Member
States) according to the Wotld Bank estimates;

We Affirm:

1. Our belief that the global response to climate change should be undertaken on the basis of common but
differentiated as well as histotical responsibility and that it should not comprommise the ability of SIDS to
pursue Sustainable Development and the shating of the cost of addressing climate change should be equitable
and should not perpetuate poverty.

2. Our continued commitment to the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and
call on all Paties to ensute that UNFCCC decisions are guided by that wotk;

3. Our Endorsement for the Cagibbean Challenge in its efforts to protect the Region’s Marine Resources
and in its wotk towards fulfilling the UNFCCC ecosystem-based management and adaptation
recommendations and itnplementing the Millennium Development Goals related to reducing biodiversity
loss;

4. Support for the co-ordinating role of the CARICOM Task Force for Climate Change and Development
established by the Conference of Heads of State and Govetnment and the implementing role of the
Catibbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC) and the roles of the CARICOM Sccretadat, the
Alliance of Small Island Developing States (AOSIS) chaired by the Government of Grenadsa and the
CARTCOM Representatves in the international climarte change negotations; and

5. The importance of a common Regional approach to addtess the threats and challenges of climate change
and of the full and effective participation of the Region in the upcoming United Nations Climate Change
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Conference in Copenhagen, Denmark (COP15), the UN Secretary-General’s Climate Change Summit in
September 2009 and their preparatory processes.

WE Declare:

1. That all Parties to the UNFCCC should work with an ificreased sense of utgency and purpose towards
arriving at an ambitious and comprehensive agreement at the COP 15 in Copenbagen i 2009 which provides
for: long-term stabilisation of atmospheric greenhouse gas concentratons at levels which will ensure that
global average surface temperature increases will be limited to well below 1.5° C of pte-industtial levels; that
global greenhouse gas emissions should peak by 2015; global Co2 reductions of at least 45 petcent by 202
and reducing greenhouse gas emissions by more than 95 pet cent of 1990 CO2 levels by 2050; -

2. Adaptation and capacity buidlding toust be prioritised and a formal and well financed framcework
established within and outside of the Convention, including the mult-window insurance facility, to address
the immediate and urgent, as well as Jong term, adaptation needs of vulnerable countries, particularly the
SIDS and the LDCs;

3. The need for financial support to SIDS to enhance theit capacities to respond to the challenges brought
on by climate change and 10 access the technologies that will be required to undertake needed mitigation
actions and to adapt to the adverse impacts of climate change;

4. Qur full support for the locadon of the Headquarters of the UNFCCC Adapratdon Fund Board in -
Basbados;

5. Support for climate change negotiations to be fully cognisant of the requirement for improved land use
management;

6. Our recognition of the value and potential of standing forest, including pristine rainforest, and our
affirmation of its potential contribution to Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation
(REDD). Forest conservation or avoided deforestation and sustainable management of forests ate important
mitigation tools against climate change in a post 2012 Agreement. We also support the approach to
harmonizing climatc change mitigation and economic development as ptoposed by Guyana in its Low
Carbon Development Strategy;

7- Strong determination to ovetcome technical, economic and policy battiers to facilitate the development,

diffusion and deployment of approptiate and affordable low- and zero-emission techaologies and renewable
" energy services; We also recognise the need for energy efficlency and conservation and the need for increased
technical and financial suppost for the development of renewable energy in the Catibbean;

8. Our commitment to providing more effective prepatedness for tesponse to natural disasters through the
development of better risk asscssment and matetial coordination along with the streamlining of risk reduction
initiatives. In pursing this task, we call on the Parties negotiating the new Climate Change Agreement to
endorse the Alliance for Small Island Developing States (AOSIS) proposal on risk management and sk
reduction strategies, including risk shadng and transfer mechanisms such as insurance;

9. Strong support for the streamlining of all climate change funding mechanisms including the Global
Environment Facility to include the vulnerability index in their formulae in order to better facilitate SIDS’
access to finandial resources; and to explote mechanisms to support the Caribbean Community adaptation
programmes;
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10. Our commitment to ensuting that the Catibbean Community and its supporung institutions will play
their full part in implementing our shated vision, goals and actions, working in strategic partnerships with
others;

11. Out resolve to strengthen our educational institutions to provide training , education, research and
development programes in climate change and disaster risk management particularly in repewable and other
forms of alternative energy, forestry, agriculture, tourism, health, coastal zone management and water
resources management to increase the Region’s capacity to build resilience and adapt to climate change; and

12. Qur further resolve 1o institute a comptehensive programme of public awareness and education and
hereby invite all, partners, otganisations and stakeholders 1o play a full patt in promoting 2 better
understanding of climate change and its inpacts and in addressing adaptation and mitigation.

4 Juby 2009
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