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“OUR STRUGGLE FOR GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY WILL BE WON 

OR LOST IN CITIES” – SECRETARY GENERAL BAN KI-MOON 
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THE STATE OF CITIES 

 Cities generate 80% of global GDP  

 70% of global energy consumption and carbon emissions  

 Climate risks 

 Crime and violence 

 Poverty, unemployment and socio-economic disparities 

 

CITIES ARE TRANSFORMATIVE: BUSINESS, TECH INNOVATION,  

HIGH-DENSITY HABITATION, EFFICIENT LAND USE  

*HIGH IMPACT INVESTMENTS TO BUILD RESILIENCE, EQUALITY* 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2a/SH-60B_helicopter_flies_over_Sendai.jpg


WHY SDGS IN CITIES? 

 

 URBANIZATION: 66% of the global population by 2050 

 SDG #11 AND BEYOND: 17/17 goals, 90/169 targets, 60/231 indicators 

 LOCALIZATION: Plans, consultations and data can be more tailored 

 LOCAL-NATIONAL: Connect with national, e.g. Voluntary National Reviews 

 GLOBAL: Combine with Paris Agreement and New Urban Agenda 

AS MUCH AS 65% OF THE SDG AGENDA MAY NOT BE FULLY 

ACHIEVED WITHOUT THE INVOLVEMENT OF URBAN AND LOCAL ACTORS 

 



SUSTAINABLE CITIES INITIATIVE 

 FIRST PHASE OF PILOT CITIES 

 GENERAL GUIDANCE AND 

TOOLS  

 NEXT STEPS, NEXT CITIES 
 

http://unsdsn.org/what-we-

do/solution-initiatives/usa-

sustainable-cities-initiative-usa-sci/  
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WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED ABOUT LOCALIZING THE 

SDGS IN CITIES? 

 

1. ALIGNMENT  

2. ENGAGEMENT 

3. MEASUREMENT 





ALIGNMENT 

ACTIVITY: EX ANTE OR REAL-TIME ASSESSMENT TO DETERMINE SUCCESSES AND 

GAPS IN SDG ALIGNMENT TO IMPROVE ON WHAT IS BEING DONE 
 

 Determine steps for improving strategies and plans 

 Integrate with other global agendas (New Urban Agenda, Paris Agreement) 

 Coordinate across financing and donor activities 

 

TOOLS: START WITH REVIEW OF CURRENT STRATEGIES AND PLANS 
 

 One-to-One SDG Mapping 



ALIGNMENT 



ENGAGEMENT 

ACTIVITY: ONGOING CONSULTATIONS WITH WIDE RANGE OF STAKEHOLDERS THAT 
PROMOTE INCLUSION AND BUY-IN – AND GROW THE SOCIAL CONTRACT 
 

 Build knowledge of SDGs 

 Define public priorities/vision 

 Map out entry points to collaborate with initiatives 

 Identify champions for SDG implementation 

 Build & utilize capacity for design and implementation 

 

TOOLS: START WITH COMMUNICATIONS ASSESSMENT TO DETERMINE FEASIBLE 
MEANS OF COMMUNICATION/DISCOURSE 
 

 In-person convenings 

 Virtual tools such as social media (Facebook and Twitter) 

 

 

 

 



ENGAGEMENT 



MEASUREMENT 

ACTIVITY: DATA DRIVEN DECISION-MAKING THAT IS TRANSPARENT AND 

ACCOUNTABLE 
 

 Examine if there are quantifiable targets and indicators and compare to SDGs 

 Review and improve data management systems  

 Identify data/indicator solutions that are feasible, functional and cost effective 

 

TOOLS: START WITH DATA, MONITORING AND EVALUATION SYSTEMS ASSESSMENT 
 

 IAEG-SDG recommended indicators 

 SDG Cities Guide “Getting Started with the SDGs in Cities 

 USA Cities Index 



MEASUREMENT 



 

SDSN, SDGS AND CITIES 

 
PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS AND TRANSFERABLE LESSONS 
 

 SDG Cities Guide “Getting Started with the SDGs in Cities 

http://unsdsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/9.1.8.-Cities-SDG-Guide.pdf 

 

 US Cities Index 

http://unsdsn.org/resources/publications/us-cities-sdg-index-consultation/ 

 

 Massive open online course (MOOC) “Sustainable Cities” 

https://courses.sdgacademy.org/ 

 

 Network of 125 SDSN member universities with urban development faculties 

http://unsdsn.org/what-we-do/thematic-networks/sustainable-cities-inclusive-resilient-and-connected/  

 

 Sustainable Cities Initiative (grounding the knowledge and putting it into motion) 

http://unsdsn.org/what-we-do/solutions-initiatives/sustainable-cities-initiative/ 

 

 City guidance and case material (USA Recommendations Papers, Rio Manual) 

http://unsdsn.org/what-we-do/solution-initiatives/usa-sustainable-cities-initiative-usa-sci/  
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Your questions? 

Your lessons? 

Your challenges? 


