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Our Shared Challenges

140 billion 

tonnes of global 

extraction of natural 

resources if consumption 

stays at current developed 

country rates. 

3C° or more 
rise in Temperature by the end
of the century, due to doubling
of GHG Emissions by 2050, under
Business as Usual scenario.

3 billion additional 

Middle class consumers by 2030

60% of ecosystems damaged 

+ biodiversity



Background

“Man and Nature”

“Demand and Supply”

“Consumer and Producer”



The Roots of SCP in Global Governance

Essay on the 
Principle of 
Population, 

Malthus, 1798 

UN Conference on 
the Human 

Environment, 
Stockholm 1972

Limits to 
Growth 
Club of 

Rome 1972

UN World 
Commission on 

Environment and 
Development, 

1987

“The power of population 
is indefinitely greater than 

the power of the earth 
to produce subsistence for 

man.”

“To defend and improve 
the human environment for 

present and future 
generations has become an 

imperative goal  of 
mankind”

Proposed that the 
world’s people to 

“moderate not only 
their demand for 
children, but also 

their material 
lifestyles

“Given population 
growth rates, … increases in 

manufacturing output will be 
needed just to raise 

developing world 
consumption of manufactured 
goods to industrialized world 
levels by the time population 

growth rates level off….”



Agenda 21, Rio 
de Janeiro, 1992

Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation 

(JPOI), 2002

Marrakech 
Process, 2003-11

Rio +20, 2012

“The major cause of the 
continued deterioration of 

the global environment 
are the unsustainable 

patterns of consumption 
and production…” “SCP is one of the 

overarching objectives of, 
and essential requirements 

for sustainable 
development.”

“Encourage and promote the 
development of a 10-year 

framework of programmes 
(10YFP) ..to.. shift towards 

SCP patterns….” (JPOI, 2002)

A/CONF.216/5 (paragraph 
226 – “The Future We 

Want”). 10YFP adopted
2030 

Agenda 
& SDGs

Global Mandate for SCP in Global 
Governance



Evolution of SC & P Concept

Supply-side focus

Source: 2012 UNEP Global Outlook on SCP Policies



Sustainable Consumption and Production is…

“a holistic approach to minimizing the negative 
environmental impacts from consumption and production 

systems while promoting quality of life for all” 

UNEP, 2011

SCP Defined Today



➢ 12.1 Implement 10YFP all countries taking action...developed countries taking lead

➢ 12.2 Achieve sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources 

➢ 12.3 halve per capita global food waste in retail/consumers & reduce food losses along 

production and supply chains

➢ 12.4 By 2020, achieve environmentally sound management of chemicals and all 

wastes…reduce their release to air, water and soil …minimize adverse impacts on 

human health and the environment

➢ 12.5 By 2030, reduce waste generation via prevention, reduction, recycling and reuse

➢ 12.6 Encourage companies, especially large and transnational companies, to adopt 

sustainable practices + integrate sustainability information in reporting cycles

➢ 12.7 Promote public procurement practices that are sustainable

➢ 12.8 By 2030, ensure all people have…awareness …lifestyles in harmony with nature

➢ 12.A Support developing countries to strengthen scientific + tech capacity to move to SCP

➢ 12.B Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development impacts for 

sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products

➢ 12.C Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful 

consumption…restructuring taxation and phasing out harmful subsidies…to reflect their 

environmental impacts…protects the poor and the affected communities

SDG 12 Targets



SCP in SDGs – 2030 Agenda

Chemicals in 
air/water 
pollution

Education for 
sustainable 

lifestyles

Reduce water 
pollution

Water efficiency

Renewables
Energy 

efficiency

10YFP 
Resource 
efficiency

Sustainable 
Tourism

Sustainable 
infrastructure, 

industry
Green tech

Climate 
change 

mitigation

Sustainable 
fisheries, 
tourism

Access to natural 
resources for energy, 

food, water

Sustainable 
food systems

Sustainable 
urbanisation, 

transport
Resource efficient 

cities

Biodiversity Partnership+
MoIs

• ALL SCP 
TARGETS



Resource Efficiency 

➢ Target 8.4: Improve…global resource efficiency in consumption and production 
and endeavour to decouple economic growth from environmental degradation, 

in accordance with the 10YFP

10



http://www.UNPAN.org/DPADM/
11



Moving to Systems & Circular Thinking –
A Mindset Shift



Extraction of 
raw material

Manufacturing

Distribution and 
Retail

Consumption 
and use

Disposal

• Strict standards/Oversight
• Cleaner Production 

Policies
• Banning use of hazardous 

chemicals
• Subsidies for clean and 

green techs (e.g. 
wastewater treatment, 
smart water meters, etc.)

• Other “carrots + sticks” 

• Sourcing standards
• Product sustainability 

information
• Environmental 

Product Declaration
• Ecolabels

• Product Information
• Consumer campaign
• Sustainable Public 

Procurement 

• Sustainable Resource 
Management Guidelines

• Safety/Child labor regulations 
• Regulating/managing extraction

Policymaking for SCP

• Waste Management 
Recycling 
targets/quota



Some Context

The Anthropocene Era



What can we do?  
Let’s Think Strategically!



Supply Chain vs. Value Chain?



• Globally, trade in environmental goods is +$1 trillion annually (ITC, 2016)

• Expected to rise to $1.9 trillion by 2020 (ITC, 2016)

• By 2030, Asia to have 2/3 of the 4.9 billion global middle

class.

• By 2030, Asian consumers to be world’s biggest consumer 

group 

• Asian consumer spending projected to reach $32 Trillion

• By 2050, with projected future economic growth, 

Asia to account for +50% of global GDP, trade and 

investment

The SCP Win-Win Opportunity

Source: Brookings Institution, 2017. H. Kharas.



SCP policies in China

Source: UNEP & IEA Key World Energy Statistics, 2017

In 2016, 10 Chinese Ministries 

adopted New Green 

Consumption Guidelines



SCP policies in Pakistan and Cambodia

Cambodia: UNDP Cambodia led policy reform process to 
integrate SCP into the NEW Environmental Code and the 
design of a Decision Support System for Integrated 
Ecosystem Mapping for increased resource efficiency. Key 
target input: Extended Producer Responsibility

• Pakistan: Policy 
Assessment of existing 
environmental 
education curricula 
and policy 
contextualization to 
strengthen education 
curricula through a
Technical Advisory 
Group established by 
the Ministry of 
Climate Change, NGOs, 
international EU NGO, 
and provincial 
stakeholders.



SCP policies – Where are they urgent?  

▪ Indonesia: recommendations for the 
development of policies to improve 
consumer information in plastics 
packaging - e.g. Recycling and plastic 
type codes + consumer info. on health 
effects of plastics

▪ China, Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Thailand, and Vietnam – responsible for 
60% of plastic that enters oceans! 

▪ 91% of plastic produced has not been 
recycled! 



Lessons Learned – Actions plans are not 

always needed

Target 12.1 Implement the 10-year framework of programmes on sustainable 

consumption and production, all countries taking action, with developed 

countries taking the lead, taking into account the development and capabilities of 

developing countries

Indicator 12.1.1 Number of countries with sustainable consumption and 

production (SCP) national action plans or SCP mainstreamed as a priority or a 

target into national policies



Lessons Learned – despite it all there is a 

value-action gap

We are in an “Anthropocene Era”



Lessons Learned –

Behavior Change is key to achieve all SDGs

The publication offers 3

recommendations for more effective

sustainable consumption policy:

1. Change the default;

2. Make sustainable solutions easy;

3. Think about habits & behaviors

the society needs to change

most! “Priority Problems”



Lessons Learned –

Partner with the Public Admin Schools or 

Civil Service Colleges

These are already training 

civil servants so we can 

develop or do a short SDG 

curriculum for all civil 

servants (new and mid-career, 

etc.) to be sensitized. Make 

civil service entrance exams, 

etc. include SDGs



Lessons Learned –

Develop national / vertical cooperation – T 

Policy coherence - WoG

Ministries and sub-national 

governments can be in process of 

leading reforms or planning where 

SDG 12 priorities can easily be 

inserted – or may already have wins 

you can count 

at little to no cost



Lessons Learned –

Create policy champions

Policy champions lead within 

government for change –

ensure they are charismatic, 

highest level possible, and 

have a coalition or coalition 

possibilities



Lessons Learned –

Target Tomorrow’s Decisionmakers

Link with Higher Education –

ensure that those learning 

about business, policy, and 

more  to teach importance of 

SCP, climate change, green 

tech, etc.



Lessons Learned –

We cannot preach Resource Efficiency if 

We are not Resource Efficient ourselves

Sustainable Public Procurement 

SPP can change the market, 

standards, SMEs,…new jobs…



Lessons Learned –

The Global Population Pyramid

In 2030 - who will be there to ensure the SDGs are met? Or develop 

Agenda 2050?

We need to focus on Children and Youth 





Thank you! 

Any Questions???

Sara.CastroHallgren@UN.org


