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Structure, theme and programme: theme

Accelerated action and transformative pathways: 
realizing the decade of action and delivery for sustainable 
development

GA decision 74/305 adopted as draft decision A/74/L.11 on 15 November 2019



1. Strengthen political will, national ownership, institutions 
and coordination

2. Identify areas where support is needed

3. Provide an important communication tool 

4. Change mindsets

5. Draw lessons and provides critical reflections on 2030 
implementation

6. Stimulate continued national conversations after VNR 
has been presented 
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Voluntary 

National 

Reviews …

Since 2016, 158 VNRs have been presented by 142 
countries.

2016 - 22 VNRs

2017 - 43 VNRs

2018 - 46 VNRs

2019 - 47 VNRs

2020 – 47 VNRs



After the July 2020 HLPF ….

oOf the WEOG Group, out of 30 countries, only 3 will 
not have presented their VNR

oOf the Eastern European Group, all 23 countries will 
have presented

oOf the Asia-Pacific Group, out of 57 countries, 8 will 
not have presented their VNR

oOf the African countries, out of 54 countries, 9 will 
not have presented their VNR

oOf Latin American and the Caribbean Group, out of 
33, 9 will not have presented their VNR
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47 countries 
will present 
a VNR in 
2020

FIRST TIME PRESENTERS  (26)   SECOND AND THIRD TIME 

PRESENTERS (21) 

Austria Mozambique Argentina Kenya

Barbados North Macedonia Armenia Morocco

Brunei Darussalam Papua New Guinea Bangladesh Nepal

Bulgaria Republic of Moldova Benin Niger

Burundi Russian Federation Costa Rica Nigeria

Comoros Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines

Ecuador Panama

Democratic Rep of the 

Congo

Seychelles Estonia Peru

Gambia Solomon Islands Finland Samoa

Kyrgyz Republic Syrian Arab Republic Georgia Slovenia

Liberia Trinidad and Tobago Honduras Uganda

Libya Ukraine India

Malawi Uzbekistan

Micronesia Zambia





Voluntary National Reviews …

• Countries presenting a VNR for the first time will have 15 minutes for their presentation.

• Followed by a similar amount of time for questions from other countries and stakeholders (and time for technical changes)

• The 15-minute time allocation includes the use of audio-visual material, including videos. 

Modalities for first time presenters

• Countries presenting a VNR for the second time will  have 10 minutes for their presentation in a panel format.

• Followed by a similar among of time for questions from other countries and stakeholders (and time for technical changes)

• The 10 minutes  time allocation includes the use of audio-visual material, including videos. 

Modalities for second/ third time presenters



Voluntary 
National 
Reviews

-

Resources

oUpdated voluntary common reporting guidelines for VNRs at 
the HLPF

oHandbook for VNR Preparations [AR] [CH] [EN] [ES] [FR] [RU]

oQ&A for VNRs at the 2019 HLPF 

oVNR Synthesis Report 2019, 2018, 2017 and 2016

All the above can be found at HLPF VNR database 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/



Major groups and other stakeholders

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/mgos https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2020#introduction



Thank you!

Joop Theunissen
theunissen@un.org

sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2020


