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Innovation is a driver of growth: it offers 

the largest potential for catching up. 
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Decomposition of cross-country differences in GDP per capita into their determinants, 2005 

(United States = 100) 

GDP PPP per capita TFP Human capital Physical capital Employment 

United States 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Canada 83.5 72.0 103.3 105.8 106.0 

Japan 72.6 52.6 100.4 130.7 105.1 

China 9.8 13.6 57.3 105.2 119.5 

India 5.2 12.7 47.7 98.3 87.1 

Brazil 20.5 29.3 70.1 103.1 96.8 

Russian Federation 28.6 31.5 84.9 97.4 99.3 

EU27 + EFTA 64.7 67.8 91.2 114.1 91.3 

Total World 22.8 27.9 64.2 104.2 95.8 

Source: OECD. 
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… and it can help address global social 

challenges neglected by markets... 
  



The North/South technology divide is still large, 

but it is narrowing 
Number of green patents filed in 1995-7 and 2005-7 by OECD and by BRICS 
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Value chains are global 
% of exports with domestic Value-Added 
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Germany- automotive China - electronics 



The legal framework for tech transfer 
 

 

International treaties favour tech transfer 

(TRIPs article 66.2 requires developed 

countries’ governments to provide 

incentives for their companies to transfer 

technology to least-developed countries)  
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Successful tech transfer requires 

domestic capacities 

Econometric study on OECD countries 
(Source: Guellec, van Pottelsberghe, Oxford Review of 
Economics and Statistics 2004) 

 

• 1% more in foreign R&D generates 0.45% 
in productivity 

• The effect is larger in R&D intensive 
countries: only own efforts allow any 
country to learn from others. 



OECD Reviews of Innovation Policy 

 Completed: Switzerland, 
New Zealand, South Africa, 
Chile, China, Hungary, 
Korea, Mexico, Russian 
Federation, Peru, Sweden, 
Colombia, Vietnam 

 Ongoing : Malaysia, France 

 Regional reviews: Southeast 
Asia, Latin America 
Innovation 

www.oecd.org/sti/innovation/reviews 
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Lessons from country reviews 

 

• Need to fix their broader 

institutions: competition, 

openness, education 

• Need to invest in 

entrepreneurship, innovation, 

research 
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A “horizontal”approach... 
Cutting across policy areas 

Exploring 
innovation from 
a wide range of 

policy 
perspectives 

Development 

Education & skills 

Territorial 
development 

Consumer policy 

Environment 

Trade 

Tax 

Investment 

Information and 
communications 

Industry and 
entrepreneurship 

 

Science and 
technology 

 

Statistics 

Public governance 

Competition 



The Innovation Policy Platform 
(OECD-World Bank) 



Thematic module landing page 



Related documents 



Country pages 



Detailed fiche on policy initiative 



New tool for interacting with and 

visualising quantitative data 



Thank you 

 

Dominique.guellec@oecd.org 

 

 

innovationpolicyplatform.org 
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