PERMANENT MISSION OF MONTENEGRO TO THE UNITED NATIONS
NEW YORK

No.: “/¢4-7 /2012

The Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations presents its compliments
to the Division for Sustainable Development of Department of Economic and Social

Affairs and has the honour to enclose herewith responses to the questionnaire related

to the development of Sustainable Development Goals provided by the G
Montenegro.

overnment of

The Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations avails||itself of this

opportunity to renew to the Division for Sustainable Development of [

Economic and Social Affairs the assurances of its highest consideration.

New York, 25 October

Division for Sustainable Development
Department of Economic and Social Affairs
New York

801 Second Avenue, 7" Floor, New York, NY 10017

Phone: (212) 661-3700  Fax: (212) 661-3755
E-mail: un.newyork@mfa.gov.me
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including the World
roduce this report, co~chaired by ESA and UNDP,
Team, or a subset thereof, will i

» Will be the appropriate inter-agency entity or “technical supp
requested in the Rio+20 outcome document to support the Ojen Working Group.

Against the backdrop of the UN Task Team Report, this guestionnaire is a preliminary means of

ducting consultations with national Governments on SDGs. It could be considered ag a
contribution to UN-supported nationa] consultations on the post-2015 development agenda. It intends
to elicit views and Suggestions

on some key principles and oy ria for

developing a prop
SDGs. Responses will pe posted on the DSD

website, summ ized, synthesized ag part of the
-General’s initial input to the work of the OWG.
L LT
The Secretariat kindly requests that Member States plovide responses to the fg owing
questionnaire and submit them to DS (vaturi@un org, topied to soltau@un.org) before 21
October 2012, T
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aestionnaire

|
The Rio outcome document states thar the 8DGs should be limited in number, and ar the same time
Jocus on priority areas for the achievement of sustaingble development,

|
1. Please list a limited number, preferably between five and ten, of the ""P“"ﬁl:‘ priority
areas that must be addressed through the SDGs to rontribute to the achievement of
sustainable development.

1) Climare Changes ‘

2) Urban Planning/smare Cities/sustainable yse f space as bagie ource for
Sustainable developmeny j

3) Inefficient and wnsustaingble patterns of productian and consumption

4} Degradation of marine eco-systems |

3) Efficient use of resources, with emphasize on energy efficiency. renewaple energy
resources and sustaingble management of waste |

% Equality (poverty, gender, regional equality)

7) Building inclusive society

8 Building capacities/skilly and technology transfer (Breen/clean/mew techn)

9) Engagemeny of private sector in Sustainable development, promoting innavation and
cr

2. How might the SDGs strive to balance the economic, Loaa.l and euvironmental pillars of

sustainable development?
2. Reflect social, economic and envirnnmentgl! dimensions within
possibly through the associated targets

solely on sector policies and objectives whenever possible, for at least half of its goals. MDG
certainly, be used ang built-upon, byt primarily with TeSpect [to the experience of the
Countries in the process of their implementation at the national and gional levels,

The SDGs must be “global in nature ang universally applicable 1o i countries while
account different nationa] realities, capacities ang levels of deTelopmm and respecting
policies and priorities » (The Future We Want, paragraph 247). | :

3. Based on your eXperience with MDGs oy other existing ‘goals, what would be the key use
of SDGs for Jour conntry (select at most two)?
a. ing national policies
b. Influencing national budget allocations ‘
[ Reviewigg the impact of national policies
d. Addressing key pressure leading to unsustainability
¢ Helping to balance eéconomic, social and envirog ental pillars jn policy making
£ Guiding development cooperation Tj
g Other (please describe) |
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eXisting nationa] context, it is most realistic to €xpect that the Goals would Primarily have the

above mentioned impacts. On the other hand, with strong political Commitment at the global leve]

(which could pe Measured by 5 frequency of meetings af the highest political leve amongst other

indicators), the SDGs could haye a very important inf?jence on the process of du ining nationa]

politics and most importantly, on influencing the national budget allocations, which are critical

for the successfy] implementatiog of the Goals, T

4. How cap “umversally applicable” SDGs pe madl Practically relevant fo, countries ag
different levels of developmeny? (Please refﬁr t0 your country’s | situation ag
appropriate.)

Universally applicable SDGs should contain globaily aciepted values in order ¢4 ensure their

applicability for each country. I order to be more practically relevant for all stak holders, as a
€y step, each country should pe allowed tq define thejaubgoais and target vaj €3 for itself,
1-¢. to adjust the Sp(s 10 its own level of development and internal characterisg; as long as
these do not undermine the global valyes, In that contejt, each country should, i addition to
reporting on the aggrepate national statistics, monitor ap | Feport on the impleme. tion of the
goals at the Jeye) of interna] TEZI0Ms as well (not only the statistical regions, b using the
nationally defined Tegional borders). This ig particularty irjportant as, in most countrie , there are
great differences jpn terms of the leve]s of development and rverall Capacities between| the regions
Although it js not possible to make all the Goals €qually relevant for ¢ach country, should
be equally regarded as guidelines for development for se less well-off countries and, at the
same time, be a reminder of globai values and mequahh'j% for all those countries who already
- achieved some of the goals. ‘
S. The SDGs are Supposed to be “glohaj in nature”. Sflould targets associated ith those
goals be:
A. common tg ajj countries? -
b.defined by each country? or |
€. common byt differentiateq depending on country characteristics apg Ievel of
development If ¢ please explain how. ‘
In order to define common but differentiateg target values. joint fargets for the g
countries with simijar level of development coyld be deﬁ:;b.

allow countries to define Same/similar target values, but 5 just them Vis~a-vis thejr ing
conditions and situations
The SDGs must pe based on Agend, 21 and the Johmnesbwg Flan of In;plemmrmn,' Jully 't
all the Rjp Principles, builg “pon commitments afre, made, and contripyge 10 the imple, ion gf
the outcomes o all major summirs in the economic, social and environmental fields (The Future We
Ward, paragraph 245), ‘ !
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6. Which existing poals ang targets (e.g., MDGs, goais/targets in Agendas 21, JPOI) do you

think should be incorporated - perhaps in updatqd form - jn o Proposal
development goals? !

\
The SDGs “should be cokerent with ang Integrated into the Un; ed Nations development
beyond 2015 (The Future We Warz, baragraph 24¢)
7. What specific Steps can be taken ¢ ensure thaT the SDGs are coh
integrated into the UN development ageada beyond 20157

integration into the UN development agenda !be_vond 2015, the develo

To ensure their

SDGs should be a5 participatory as possible so as to ensyre nsensus of al| actors who|
charge of thejr implementation ar both the nationg| and reg'i:;ml and global level, as +
involved in all other development progesses and development cooperation Projects, after 2015
the same goal, equally important elements would alsg be:

. With

a) defining SDGs i 4 Cross-cutting manner (moving away from sectoral goals, focusing op

development rather than growth),

b) keeping the Goals closely finked with the universa]!y‘ accepted and agreed up| values and

¢€) creating an nstitutional structyre ip charge of 1mplemintation and monitoring of| the Goals
that would be integrated in the overall sustainable devel Pment institutional frame work of the
UN system (rather than creating a paralle| structure
We recognize thay progress lowards the achievement of the goals needs 15 pe assessed and
accompanied targets and indicators, while laking into qec t different nationai cIrcumstances,
Capacities and levels of development, » (The Future We Want, p, h 250).
8. How should assessments of progress toward the achitT‘rement of the SDGs be carried out
at the global level?
|
In order to have an efficient monitoring process for the implemé,nration of SDGs, an onlin

could be design, to Wwhich each country would directly upload data from the nationa I
System could, in tupn, transform the data jnto easily understandab) graphs and trends of dey,
for the wide ETOups of users, Varigyg options of sorting and accessing the information
allowed for, The entire system should, in addjtion to the secured access 1o databases for
number of users, have an option of free access 1o all citizens. The tistics collected in this

€ the basis for making periodic global repors (annually). To ensare efficiency and
of the Reports, the reports could contaip 5 general globa] cvervie\y of the implementation f;
goals, with a detailed analysis for one or fey, of them per each chzIrL

Regional meetings of pationa] reépresentatives jn charge of m

should be Organized as part of the process of preparing the global reports. The r
meetings could serve 45 a venue for receiving qualitative eaplanaﬁoLs of the nationaj Situation,
context for the quantitative Statistics gathered vis the online systemLThe Commission for s

Development or a Superseding it, jn line with the Rio+2¢ conclusions, could ha
coordinating role in the process,

Additionally, for the overall success of the implementation of the SDGs and the commitme
member states to the Goals, it woyld be of utmost importan#e t0 organize regalar

5 |

nitoring the implementati
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debatm/meeﬁngs at the highest Political Jeve] (not lesg thap once every tWo years). Regional

meetings dedicated o the SDGs at same political leve] would certainly impact the level of their
implementation and would be one of the key venues to assess

“The Future We Wart” states that o the outset the Open ijrbhg Group will deci, on its methods
of work, “including developing modalities 1o ensure the Sull involvement o relevant stakeholders and
expertise from civil saciety, the scientific community and the United Nations system . 1" (para 248)

9. What measures should be takey to make the pmc#m of developing a proj

for SDGs
inclusive ang participatory? How should civit society and other relevant stakeholders be
engaged? .
One of the Wways to include the stakeholders coyjd be to use Ithe existing major groups that function
within the Commission for Sustainable Development of the UN. The Major groups epuld Organize
consultations on the subst.anca/mntents of the SDGs but also be actively involved in ¢ later stages
of their implementation ang monitoring, With the assistance of the UN Partment of Social and
Economic Affairs, the MAYOr groups could be the lead partners jp organizing global wi stakeholder
iscussions on the SDGs. '

In order 1o include stakeholders g¢ the nationaj level, the in-country UN offices gether with
countries themselves could be charged with the task to organize wide societal ¢ hsultations
Conclusions from these consultations could be further discus:% with the Bovernment rg resentatives
in each individual counfry, and subsequenrly, at the level of N regions, so that the UN receives
consolidated regjonaf Contributions, ‘

10, What Principles shoyld tnderpin the development of the SDGs? (the UN TT port, for

€xample, recommendeg adding (j) reducing inequalifies and (ii) Prometing hamap rights
i ensuring sustainability),

In addition to the prineiples listed in the UN TT report, additiona] ones could include: ) building
more inclysijve society, b) Stimulating knowledge-baseﬁ growth and deve]uﬂment, ¢)
Mmulticulturalism, ;

11. How should 3 mew Global Partnership for Developmeln be constructed within or arongg

= .

The new Global Parmership for Development should go beyoLd ODA and focys on developing
mechanismg enabling easier/more accessible/more efficient and effective transfor of knowledge, skills

12. Do you have amy other observatiops, ideas or inputs yo‘r would like to offer ¢ ; orm the
initi i evelopment goals?




