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Background

The documentThe Future We Waht(outcome of the 2012 United Nations ConferenceSostainable
Development -Rio+20) contains a dedicated sectid \bn technology (paragraphs 269-276). The
secretariat of the conference has requested iteeragencies to provide specific inputs and foligwto
paragraph 273, which requests relevant UN agertoiadentify options for a technology facilitation
mechanism and requests the UN secretary Generabke recommendation to the"63ession of the
UNGA in this regard.

Para 273. We request relevant United Nations agencies to identify options for a facilitation mechanism
that promotes the development, transfer and dissemination of clean and environmentally sound
technologies by, inter alia, assessing the technology needs of developing countries, options to address
those needs and capacity-building. We request the Secretary-General, on the basis of the options
identified and taking into account existing models, to make recommendations regarding the facilitation
mechanism to the sixty-seventh session of the General Assembly.

The following document contains ITU’s contributitmthis request for input, including elements ore¢h
areas requestdd) the potential functions, format and working methods of a technology facilitation
mechanism; (2) the potential contributions of your organization; and (3) a list of partner organizations
that you consider essential to be involved.

Overview

The outcome document of Rio+20 recognizes the iution of information and communication
technologies (ICTs) to promote knowledge exchangehnical cooperation and capacity building for
sustainable development, highlighting the need adkwowards improved access to ICT, in particudar t
broadband network and services. Paragraphs 44185182, 230, 240 and 272 include referencesigo th
role. ITU welcomes this outcome. ICTs can be anodpity for a sustainable and inclusive future by
revolutionizing business models, promoting charigesonsumption and production patterns, advancing
towards a more efficient use of natural resourcepdrticular energy resources) and improving ssver
processes, sectors and public services.

Therefore ITU would like to emphasize the imporeamé the Technology Facilitation Mechanisms to
cover a wide range of technologies, including IC€TEain and environmentally sound technologies.

1. The Potential Functions, Format and Working Methods of a Technology Facilitation
Mechanism

The Technology Facilitation Mechanism should buildon the experience and results of existing
mechanisms such as the “Technology Mechanism”pksiied as an outcome of the 16th Conference of
Parties of the United Nations Framework ConventiarClimate Change (UNFCCC) or the Science and
Technology and Innovation supporting mechanismsgcdéetl to LDCS, established by the Istanbul Plan
of Action.

Duplication of efforts with existing mechanisms shibbe avoided.

The Technology Facilitation mechanism should atde tdue consideration of the activities undertaken
by existing UN agencies in the field of technolagie
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FUNCTION
The Technology Facilitation Mechanism should:

» Showcase existing clean and environmentally so@otinologies as well as relevant standards,
policies and regulations;

» Identify the gaps in access and development ofncéeal environmentally sound technologies and
technology applications as well as capacity bugdieeds;

. Facilitate the sharing of information between stetltders;

 Promote collaboration and facilitate the creatioh partnerships to implement clean and
environmentally sound technology oriented projects;

» Provide policy guidance to the Commission on Suoatae Development and High-Level Political
Forum with the view to advancing clean and envirentally sound technologies, improving access
to these technologies, leveraging resources, piogotvestment and building capacity.

FORMAT

The role of private sector and research communitiggechnology development and transfer is widely
recognized. The Technology Mechanisms should engaigk the private sector and research
communities at many different levels.

* A Multistakeholder Steering Committee from all, luding equal representation of Members States,
Private sectors; Research Communities, Interndt@rganizations

* Aninter-agency secretariat to support the MulkisteolderSteering Committee.

WORKING METHODS

*  The Multistakeholder Steering Committee should mméze the use of electronic working method

The Committee should work through clusters, dealith specific clean and environmentally sound
technologies but also cross technologies themeb asc(intellectual Property, regulation, and
standardization) could be proposed

» The technology facilitation mechanism could engagih other stakeholders (the private sector,
research communities, major groups, NGOs) through

a. An online knowledge sharing tool upon which allstakeholders, could register relevant
technologies and projects as a means to sharemafmn, create partnerships and identify
existing gaps;

b. Anannualinformation sharing evento be held in parallel to the annual meetings a th
Commission for Sustainable Development or the Highkiel Policy Forum. This event could be a
platform to showcase new technologies, create gesfps, share information and advise the board
of experts on future work to be conducted by thehmaaism;

c. A toolkit of recommendations and/or policy elementso be offered to Member States to
encourage the importance of regulatory reform &syafactor in technology transfer, as this is an
essential element to ensure the optimal functioniihgublic/private partnerships and is particularly
relevant to the transfer of information and comroation technologies (ICTs).

These elements could be implemented separately argaoup, taking into account the coordinatiorhwit
other related mechanism.
2. ITU s contribution to the mechanism

As the leading United Nations Specialized Agency felecommunications and ICTs, ITU, the
International Telecommunication Union, plays a Iegdole in developing an integrated approach & th
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significant role of ICTs.In this regard, ITU couldake the following contributions to the proposed
technology facilitation mechanism:

 ITU will

0 Bring its expertise and capacities as standardizdtody for relevant ICT-related technologies
for sustainable development including its advaneevkedge in bridging the standardization gap
and encouraging representation of developing cammin standard-making platforms;

0 Sharing lessons learned within ITU in the developinearansfer and dissemination of
technologies through public policies and regulajon

0 Mobilize the involvement of relevant technologieatperts and ITU Sector members, which
includes relevant private sector companies froml@ie sector, in the activities to be conducted
within the technology facilitation mechanism, irri@aular showcasing relevant applications;

o Organize and support multi-stakeholder platformd awents to develop specific solutions and
identify best practices in policies and regulatidns technology development, transfer and
dissemination, such as (but not limited to) the WNESCO Broadband Commission for Digital
Development.

o Annex | includes relevant ITU resolutions that wbjustify ITU’s involvement in this activity.

 ITU would be ready to participate as a UN specatiagency in the multistakeholder steering
committee created for the technology facilitatioeamanism.

 ITU would contribute to any knowledge sharing matf established and can provide inputs on
lessons learned through the development of itstiagi online information sharing platform for ICTs,
such as the WSIS Stocktaking Platformlor the BraadlCommission Sharehouse2.

3. Partner organizations that you consider essentiabtbe involved.

ITU would encourage the involvement of private eeaompanies and technology developers in any
activities to be conducted in this area. This actiould be implemented through the involvement of
industry associations and relevant organizatiorth which ITU interacts, and which have ITU Sector
membership.

ITU's partners include 193 member states, 700 I@€t& members (regulatory and standards bodies,
private and public enterprise and industry assiocia} and 40 academic institutions. The involvenadnt
ITU in the technology facilitation mechanism wouydcbvide input from a diverse group of science and
technology stakeholders into the activities of tiechanism.

ITU would also engage the involvement of the ITUEBCO Broadband Commission for Digital
Development, the leading high level global advoagmup on broadband technology.

'Further information available at http://www.wsis.org/stocktaking
2Further information available at http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Sharehouse/Sear ch.aspx
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Annex - Further information

Relevant I TU resolutions

Resolution 139 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010): Telecomaeations/information and communication
technologies to bridge the digital divide and buaitdinclusive information society.

Resolution 140 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010): ITU's molenplementing the outcomes of the World
Summit on the Information Society.

Resolution 172 (Guadalajara, 2010): Overall reviwmplementation of the outcomes of the
World Summit on the Information Society.

Resolution 182 (Guadalajara, 2010): The role ofedeimunications/information and
communication technologies in regard to climatengesand the protection of the environment.

Relevant online resources

ITU (www.itu.int)
ITU profile at the UNCSD 2012 websiténk)
ITU s inputs to the Rio+20 processvww.itu.int/rioplus20

ITU activities on climate change and environmeptatection (www.itu.int/climate
World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) pees (vww.wsis.org

Broadband Commission for Digital Developmeinit)://www.broadbandcommission.oyg/




