St. KILtS AND neyIs
NALIONAL StAtement

unred nations Conrerence on SUStAINABLE DEYELOPMeENt ~ R10+20
RIO De JANEIRO, BRAZIL
20-22 JUne, 2012

DELIYeReD BY tHe Rt. HONOURABLE DR. DENZIL L. DOUGLAS
PRIME MINISteR OF St. KILS AND NeYIs

MR. Presipemv
CoLLeacue Heans
exceLLencies
Disvincuisyep Guests
Lapies anp GentLemen:

It IS WX GReav PLeasuRe tHav | aDDReSS VXIS aUGUSY BODY and BRING WaRm
GReevInGS FROM txe GoveRnmenv and PeorLe OF tye Feperavion OF St. Knts &
Neyls. ] am mpeedD GRAteFUL FOR UXIS OPPORTUMIY 10 RePResemt my Small
CagriBBean IsLanp state, WXICX Xas a comBmeD Lanp mass OF ROUGHLY 105 souare
miles and a PopuLation oF approximateLy 50,000 peorre. Uxis Unnrep Navions
Conrerence on SustanaBLe DeyeLopment RePResemts a CRIVICAL JUNCLURe aLONG
tHe COMNUWM OF InteRnational DeyeLoPmemy, and | conGRatuLate txe
GoyeRnment oF BRAZIL nov ONLY FOR ItS WaRMIH OF WeLCOMe and HOSPItaLLtY av

txis Conrerence BUY FOR tHe InviatIve tXeY SO CLeaRLY DemonstRated a Few YeaRs



Past, WXICK Xas cuLminaveD In OUR BeInG GavHeReD HeRe tobay. UXe matteRrs to Be
aDDResseD aRe URGent mpeep, and Sv. Kitvs-Jleyls weLcomes viese YeRY ImPoRvant

DELIBeRations.

In verms oF size, St. Knts & leyis WOULD Be a meRe FRaGMmenv OF even txe
SmaLLest CItles OF tHe WORLD. InpeeD, we aRre txe timiest nation In vxe emuige
YesteRn XemispxeRe. Yev we aRe staBLe, WeLL-RIM, and a PeoPLe WHO Xave LONG
aDMeReD 0 UXe XIGHeSt StanDaRDS OF DemMOCRatlC GOYeRnmance, nationmal
DeyeLoPment, and vxe RuULe OF Law. YOU can UnDeRstanD tHe sense OF URGeNCY
tHat We TFeeL, tMen, DUe 0 UMe Fact UHav OUR IsLamD nation IS SO
DISPROPORtIONAteLY arrected BY PRECISELY tHOSe economic, SOCIaL anp
enyIRommental tXReats to OUR DeyeLOPMeNt vxarv Xave BROUGHV US XeRe topay. It
IS VHeReFORe BOVH OU OF CONCeRN FOR tHe CONUMUNILY OF nations av LaRGe, anp
als0 mMost PReSSINGLY FOR tHe WeLL-BeMG OF MY OWR nhation, and OvXeR
YULNeRaBle nations OF v¥e CamriBBean and OveR ReGlons, tHav | URGe we Rise t0
Ve CHallenGe and Mmake a SIGNIFICAamy CHanGes I OUR JZODUS OPeRaxd! WILHOUY

DelaY — IF We aRe t0 Have any CHance OF ReYERSING tHe VROUBLING €FFectS tHat



economic, soclaL andp enyIRonmentalL vVHReatS Haye HaD, aRe XayYInG, and WILL

convinue v0 Haye On SmaLl CONMTRIES and economies Like mine.

IM&. Presipent, OYeR tXe YeaRs, We Xave Seen OUR SuUstalnaBLe DeyeLOPMenmt
SUFFeR DUe Y0 GLOBAL POLIICAL IneRvia. ltopay we aRe In Genmuine neep OF a new
aPPROACH. e aRe In Genumne neep OF ReLICF FROM tXe s:azks gifo. FOR COUNMtRIES
Like St. Knts anp Nevis, Re-eneRGIZMG tHe POLRICAL WILL 0 DeYeLOP anp
ImpPLement an acvion PLan IS not SIMPLY PReDICtaBLe Semamvics. It MUSt aDDReSS
OUR UNnigue YULNERABILIVIES t0 national DISasteRs, IMveRnational IMSTRUMENMS FOR
HIGHLY InDeBveD MuDDLe-InCome COUMLRIeS. It mMuUst apDReSS MHIGH Leyels OF
unemrLoymenv andb POCKerS OF POYERLY VHav Can PeRPetlate CRIme and yioLence In
OUR ReGlon. UHXIS PLan OF actlon Must SPeak t0 OUR SeCURNY.....0UR
SVaBILItY. . ...nDeeD, OUR YeRY SURYIYal. AnD SO we URGe tXat aPPROPRIate acvion
Be taKen v0 eNnsure vHe ImrLemenvavion OF vHOse CONUMItMeENts vtiav Xave aLReaDy
Been mabe BY DeYELOPeD Navions — taKinG Ito accoumt, OF COURSe, VHe SOCIAL,
economic, and enyiRonmenv ImpeRatiyes, CarRRIeD OUt In CONFORMRY WIVK txe

PRINCIPLE OF conumon BUv DIFFeRentiated ReSPONSIBILItIES.



IM&. Presipent, ensuRING GLOBAL SUStAIMABILILY IS tXe ImescaPaBlLe ReSPONSIBILILY
OF eYeRYone GatXeReD XeRe topay. MAnp PReyalLnG moDeLs OF PRODUCLION anD
consumpvion are no-one’s Frienp. Uxe tIme Xas come, tHeReFORe, FOR US 10
GaRNeR vHe MULtIFaceteD WHEReWIVHAL t0 aDyance alteRnate MODELS VHav Make
SUstainaBLe Xuman sewtLemenms POSSIBLe; CONSERYe NatURe and OUR enyIRonment;

and Rein In CLImave CXance and IS YROUBLING Conseguences.

IM&. Presiemy, It IS MoSt aPPROPRIate VHav e WOULD Be FOCUSING, DURMG XIS
Conrerence, on vie GReen economy and POYeRtY eRapication. AAnp we alLL aGRee
VHat VHe DeyeLopmenv OF a LOX CaRBON DeYELOPMeNt PavKway IS essemtlal — FOR
navions LaRGe and SMalL, as We adLL StRIYe U0 eRaDicate POYERtY, INCRease
emrLoYmMenv, enxance roop SeCURILY, manaGe FReSHWateR ReSOURCES, anDd INCRease
€NeRGY eFFICIENCY ON BeXALF OF OUR RespectIve PeopLes. UXe LRansiion vo a Green
economy YWILL, HOWEYeR, PRODUCE IS OWn CHallenGes, and SO aPPROPRIate
dLLOYances WILL aLsSO Haye t0 Be Mabe t0 Small narions vHav DO Decipe to
Yemugre Down vHIS PatH. St. Kitvs-llevls, FOR example, WOULD Be PaRtICULARLY
YULNCRABLE t0 VHE assocClated SHOCKS, anD SO COMPensatORY PROYISIONS WOULD Haye

t0 Be PUV In PLace PRIOR t0 OUR IMPOSING tHe assoClateD SOCIAL XURDLeS 0N OUR



POPULAtION. In SWMUMARY, a GReen economy IS OF CRITICAL ImPoRvance vo St. Kits-
Nevis — as v Is to our CARICOM Reaion as a wxore, anp so St. Kms-levis

Stanps ReaDy t0 enGaGe In vie FULL SuUstalnaBLe DeYELOPMeNnt acenna.

IM&. Presipem, txe CHallenGe OF envIRonmemal GOYeRnance IS a VRULY GLOBAL
one, ReQUIRING tXe COMVRIBURION OF aLL. In vMIS ReGaRD, vxe GoyeRmmenmt OF St.
Kiits & 1eyis wIsxes v0 BRING t0 YOUR attention vxe exCLusIon OF vie RePUBLIC OF
Cxma (Yarwan) anp v0 SYRONGLY URGe VMl tXey Be aFFORDeD Ve OPPORTUNRY to
PaRtICIPate In GLOBAL NMeECHanISMS, necoviations, and OVHER actIYIvies aimep atv
PROCURING INCReaseD YIaBLe OPtIONS FOR SUStalnaBLe DeyeLoPment. SustainabLe
DeYeLOPMeNt IS IMPORTant 10 aLl. €nyIRonmemal vHRealS aRe NOv GOYeRned BY
POLItICAL BOUNDaRIeS. We SHOULD, UHeReFORe, MaKe a CONCeRveD eFFORY v0 ensuRe

VHav OUR aPPROACK IS MORe INCLUSIYe.

Permiv me, now, vo appLaud txe comumivment to SIDS, as evipent In vHe SUPPORY
eXPResseD FOR tHe convenmc OF a Uxikp Unmep Nations Conrerence FOR txe

SustainasLe Deveropment oF SIDS. In keepme wnX vxe Rio+20 Commnmenms, |



am conripent vHar we can maxe vie UxIRD SIDS Conrerence Xey v0 tie FUTURe
peveLormeny oF SIDS, PaRtICULARLY In vHe Post 2015 DeyeLoPmemt FRaMEWORK:

anp | XeReBY PLeDGe tHe FULL SUPPORY OF St. Kits-Jlevis FOR VHIS Inntlative.

fis we assume OUR ResPonsiBILItIes XeRe av Rio+20, MR. Presivem, Lev US ensure
VHat tHe evemtual ourcome OF OUR DeLIBERatIons IS BOH InteGRateD and BalLancep.
Anp Lev us SURIVe V0 ensuRe tXat we Xave nov ONLY vanGiBLe OBJectIves, BUt mpeep
tanGIBLe ReSULLS as Well. Anp so, as we ReFLect on uxe essence OF sustainaslLe
DeyeLoPment, Lev US make a POINY OF INCLUDING In OUR VHOUGHY PROCeSSeS txe
Deyastating Impact OF non-comnumicaBle DIseases ON navions lLaRGe anD Small,
acROSs tHe GLoBe. Inmpeep, vHe WoRLD HeaLtx ORGanization Xas COMFIRMeD txat
VHIS SPeCLRUM OF DISeases MO CONSURUte tHe MIMBER One cause OF aLlL DeavXs
YORLDWIDE. fAS a ResULV, tHeReFoRe, XIS ISSUe SHOULD M0 LONGEeR Be YieweD as a
NARROY HeaLtX ISsue Pex se, BUV as a VROUBLING PXenomenon WItX DIReCt anD FaR-

ReacCHING ImPLICAtIONS WHERe SUstainaBLe DeYeLOPMent ILSELF IS COncCernen.

IM&. Pgresipemy, acxieyinG Sustanable DeyeLOPMent NILL ReOUMIRe a Renewep

comuniument FROM DeYELOPED PaRtNER COUMtRIES, anD tHeRe IS a CLeaR need FOR



DeyeLoPeD navions t0 PROYIDE new, SUPPLeMeNntaRY anp Concrete Frinanclial
ReSOURCES V0 SUPPORY ImPLemenvation StRateGles In DeYeLOPING COUNtRIes. UXMIS IS
esPeClaLLY IMPORtant In LIGHY OF tHe YOLavlLe GLOBAL economy and OUR nations’
ONGOING YULNERABILILY 10 CLImate CHanGe, natuURAL DISaSteRS, and Sea-lLeyYeL RIse.
DeveLoreD nations Xave alLReaDY mape SPeCIFIC PLeDGeS In VeRmMS OF Finance,
VeCHNOLOGY tRaNSFeR, and cCaracCitY BUILDING, and Iv IS IMPORTaNt tHat UHese
PLeDGeS NMOY Be Xonorep. OUR ImPpLementation OF aDaPvatlon and miiGation
actions, OUR Quest FOR SuStalnaBLe DeYeLOPMent, and OvHeR KeY PRIORItIES Depend
on 1. In appmion, In ORDER Y0 MmaximizZe tHe ImPact OF tXIS conrerence, IMA.
PRresienmt, ] WISH t0 URGe UMe estaBLISHment OF eFFectIve Instiiivional
FRAMEWORKS av aLL LeYeLS t0 FaCILltate vHe ImpLementarion conumitments vtiav we
maxe Xere. We SURONGLY enCOURaGe PUBLIC anD PRIVave SECtOR PaRvNERSHIPS, anD
e URGe UVHe PaRtICIPation OF women, YOUUH, andD OVHeR GROUPS IN ORDEeR t0
eNXance errective enyvironmenval GOYeRnance, and In ORDEeR t0 StReNGvHen vye

LeGal FRANeEWORK FOR COORDINAveD Responses v0 eYOLYING vHReats.

In cLosme YMR. Presivent, | ask, Xow are SIDS vo meet tHe aDpyerse IMPact OF

enylRommenmtal UXReats tHat aRe NOv OF UXeIR MakmmG? InteRnarional LeGalL



INSYRUMENtS, FOR exampLe, must Be tRansLated Into pomestic Laws. UXe PUBLIC'S
CaPacy v0 PaRtiCIPave In SUstamaBle DeyeLOPMenmt DecCISION-MaxinGg Must Be
StRenGryenep. UXeRe aRe OVHeR CRUCIAL asPects OF CaPacity BUILDING VXat MUSt Be
avtenped v0. AnD vxe InveRnavional COMMMILY meevInG commivments PReYIOUSLY
mape, and WXICK aRe key vo SIDS’ aBILItY to Face enmyIRommental tHReats, WOULD

Be Inpeed weLcome.

IMR. Pgresipent, wWe XeRe assemBLeD Canm and MUSY DemonstRate nov ONLY
SeRIOUSNESS OF Intent. We MuUSY aLsO DemonstRate vHe CaPaclty FOR SERIOUS anb
suBstantive action. Uxe conseguences OF Inaction FOR nations LIKe mine as | xave
staveD, YOULD Be MULtI-FaceveD, FaR-ReacHInG, COStLY, and vRaGIC. UXIS we cannov
arroRD. Lev US toGetHeRr, txen, ensure txav Rio+20 sevs tHav stanbarD FOR
MULtILateRal YISION FOR eNLIGHIeneD SELF-IMteRest, and action -0n BeXaLF nov
MeReLY OF one OR YO nations, BUt In tMe FInaL analLysiS anb at txe enp OF txe
DaY, On BeXaLF OF tHe WORLD. Lev tXIS Be vMe BLUePRIMV FOR txe “Fiuture We

Wanv”

Uxanx you.






