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How can we encourage innovation?

 

Innovation is not just an idea, method or device – it is a way of

thinking and a way of living.  Every community faces challenges,

yet how can we foster an ecosystem that supports disruptive

solutions?  How can we create a society that values curiosity and

entrepreneurship?

 

Israel is recognized for its innovation ecosystem: a lack of natural

resources and an abundance of human capital, encouraged by

immigration, youth empowerment and social diversity, are some of

Israel’s features.  These have led Israel to become the birthplace

of revolutionary products, which have transformed our world.  

 

In this panel, we will explore ways to foster a passion for finding

solutions through science, technology and innovation.  Panelists

will also examine actions that different sectors can take to create

an environment receptive to these creative solutions. 

 

Join us for an exciting interactive conversation on practical

measures that can turn innovation into a mindset.
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G u y  F r a n k l i n  i s  t he  Genera l  Manager  o f  SOSA NYC,  an  open  i nnova t ion  p la t fo rm  connect i ng

between  the  la rges t  co rpo ra t ions  i n  t he  wor ld  to  techno log ies  and  s ta r tups .  SOSA NYC was

recen t l y  chosen  by  the  c i t y  o f  NY  to  r un  the  o f f i c ia l  G loba l  Cybe r  Cente r  o f  t he  c i t y .  I n

add i t i on ,  Guy  founded  " I s rae l i  Mapped  i n  NY"  wh ich  i s  an  i n te rac t i ve  map  and  p la t fo rm  o f  a l l

t he  I s rae l i  s ta r tups  ope ra t i ng  i n  NY  w i th  ove r  350  o f  t hem.

R u t h  P o l a c h e k   i s  a  se r ia l  en t rep reneu r ,  founder  and  CEO of  f i n tech  and  edtech  s ta r tups .

Po lachek  was  fo rmer l y  Head  o f  C i t ibank ' s  S ta r tup  Acce le ra to r ,  whe re  she  mento red  and  led

F inTech  s ta r tup  compan ies  to  co l labo ra te  w i th  bus i nes s  un i t s  and  top  execu t i ves  a t  t he  g loba l

bank ,  i nc l ud ing  b lockcha in  s ta r tups  as  ea r l y  as  20 15 ,  i n t roduc ing  these  techno log ies  to

C i t ibank ' s  i nnova t ion  labs  and  techno logy  teams  g loba l l y .  

Po lachek  i s  t he  Founder  and  CEO of   she  codes ;   i s  a  commun i t y  o f  fema le  so f tware  eng inee r s ,

w i th  ove r  50 ,000  members  and  ove r  500  team members .   she  codes ;   ho lds  more  than  200

month l y  even t s  and  runs  compute r  sc ience  t ra in i ng  p rog rams  i n  50+  b ranches  ac ros s  I s rae l  i n

a l l  t he  Un i ve r s i t i e s  and  i n  ma jo r  tech  hubs  and  compan ies ,  such  as  Goog le ,  I BM ,  M ic roso f t

and  Amazon .

A y e l e t  C o h e n  i s  t he  Deputy  D i rec to r  o f  HUJ I - I nnova te .  HUJ I  I nnova te   i s  t he  Hebrew Un i ve r s i t y ’ s

p la t fo rm  to  encou rage  and  as s i s t  s tuden t s ,  facu l t y  and  a lumn i  to  deve lop  the i r  I nnova t ion  and

Ent rep reneu r sh ip  capab i l i t i e s .   P r i o r  to  th i s ,  she  se r ved  as  the  d i rec to r  o f  Je ru sa lem ac t i v i t i e s  a t

S ta r t -Up  Nat ion  Cent ra l ,  l ead ing  a  s t ra teg ic  p ro jec t  to  deve lop  the  Je rusa lem tech  ecosy s tem

and  es tab l i sh  co l labo ra t ion  be tween  mu l t i na t iona l  co rpo ra t ions ,  i n ves to r s ,  s ta r tups ,  academic

in s t i t u t ions  and  the  gove rnment .  Aye le t  a l so  co- founded  and  managed  Goog le  Educato r s '

Groups  and  Goog le  Teache r  Academy  i n  I s rae l .  I n  add i t i on  to  he r  wor k ,  she  founded  and  leads

seve ra l  soc ia l  i n i t i a t i ves  such  as  Dada ,  30 i sh  and  #53poems .

M i l l i e  B e g o v i c   Ph .D  work s  as  a  reg iona l  i nnova t ion  adv i so r  fo r  Eu rope  and  C IS ,  suppor t i ng

UNDP  o f f i ces  i n  1 9  coun t r i e s  and  te r r i to r i e s  to  acce le ra te  l ea rn ing  about  emerg ing  r i s k s  and

oppor tun i t i e s  s temming  f rom 4th  i ndus t r ia l  revo lu t ion  techno log ies  and  chang ing  m ig ra t ion

pat te rns  ( to  name a  few) ,  and  adopt  new ways  o f  do ing  deve lopment  i n  o rde r  to  des ign  new

po l i c y  re sponses  to  dea l  w i th  these  r i s k s .   M i l l i e  a l so  work s  w i th  the  s t ra tegy  and  p lann ing

team a t  t he  UNDP ’ s  Execu t i ve  Of f i ce  suppor t i ng  the  co rpo ra te  i nnova t ion  agenda  i nc lud ing

des ign  o f  t he  Acce le ra to r  Lab  ne twork  ( se t t i ng  up  60  Labs  i n  60  coun t r i e s ) ,  r e th i n k i ng

emerg ing  gove rnance  i n s t i t u t ions  i n  t he  age  o f  new techno log ies  (#Nex tGenGov ) ,  and

t rans la t i ng  p r i nc ip le s  o f  p la t fo rm  way  o f  wor k i ng  i n  i n te rna t iona l  deve lopment .
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