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New York, 1 March 2011, 3:00 pm

Canada congratulates the Secretary General on developing a good report as a
foundation for our discussions. We look forward to decisions on chemicals at CSD-19
which are focused on practical and realistic measures for improving sound chemicals
management.

Since Agenda 21 was adopted in 1992, great progress has been made to protect
human health and the environment from the risks posed by organic and inorganic
chemicals. Canada believes that in order to make its full contribution to sustainable
development, sound management of chemicals must receive greater attention and
priority, particularly from national governments. Critical features for improving
governance, international policy and legal frameworks, and means of implementation,
include: “mainstreaming” chemicals management into national development plans,
linked to Millennium Development Goals; strengthening national institutional and legal
infrastructures; improving national agency coordination; and consulting stakeholders in
meaningful ways.

As shown by Canada’s Chemicals Management Plan, we believe in the benefits to
governments and stakeholders of sharing information on research, risk assessment and
management of chemicals. We strongly support efforts by governments, the private
sector and civil society at all levels to create appropriate chemical safety measures,
including effective frameworks for chemical accident prevention and preparedness.
Canada endorses strengthening national and regional monitoring, consistent data
collecting and reporting to support international chemical treaties and initiatives.
However, we are concerned with the report’s frequent proposals for new “global” or
“centralized” systems and networks. In Canada’s view, there are existing mechanisms
for much of this work.

Canada supports the use of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management (SAICM) as the existing international policy framework for the chemical
and hazardous waste agenda. We note that the interventions of many countries and
stakeholders at CSD-18 reflect this view. We also see SAICM as the appropriate forum
to nominate and address emerging issues in the area of chemicals management, taking
full advantage of existing mechanisms to implement actions.
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Canada believes that civil society has a strong contribution to make in developing
national and international policy. Domestically, Canada has established mechanisms
for engaging civil society in the development of chemicals management policies.
Internationally, we have a proud record of including representatives from civil society
and provincial / territorial jurisdictions as full members of Canadian delegations to key
meetings of the chemical cluster - such as the Stockholm Convention and current
global mercury negotiations.

Canada views partnerships as a key element of sound chemicals management. We
support a stronger role for the private sector, through public-private partnerships,
information sharing and responsible use of chemical products. Canada also believes
that effective linkages and partnerships must be established between sound
management of chemicals and other related areas of sustainable development, such as
climate change, biodiversity, health, poverty eradication, natural resource sectors and
green economic growth.

At CSD-18, developing countries and countries with economies in transition highlighted
the importance of financial and technical assistance for capacity building in
environmentally sound management of chemicals and wastes. New approaches will be
needed to bridge the gap between identified funding needs and developed countries’
capacity to provide public, donor funds. However, we must also recognize the truism in
the Secretary General’s report, that “sustainable funding of chemicals management in
the long-term has to come from national funding”.

Appended to this statement are proposed revisions by Canada on specific policy
options and actions in the report, for consideration in drafting decisions for CSD-19.

Attach.
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