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India, home to one-sixth of all humanity, holds the key to the success of the 2030 Agenda.
India in its second VNR has made a paradigm shift to a “whole-of-society” approach with
Government of India engaging sub-national and local governments, civil society
organizations, local communities, people in vulnerable situations and the private sector.
India’s commitment to the SDGs is reflected in its convergence with the national
development agenda as reflected in the motto of Sabka Saath Sabka Vikaas (Collective
Efforts for Inclusive Growth). Based on the evidence from the SDG India Index, which
measures progress at the subnational level, the country has developed a robust SDG
localization model centered on adoption, implementation and monitoring at the State and
district levels.
The following narrative further encapsulates India’s progress across the SDGs.
Sashakt Bharat - Sabal Bharat (Empowered and Resilient India): India has successfully
lifted more than 271 million people out of multidimensional poverty through economic
growth and empowerment. Enhanced access to nutrition, child health, education,
sanitation, drinking water, electricity and housing, has led to reduced inequalities
especially among people in vulnerable situations.
Swachh Bharat - Swasth Bharat (Clean and Healthy India): Through a nationwide
initiative triggered by the Clean India Campaign and the National Nutrition Mission, India
achieved 100% rural sanitation and sharp reduction in stunting and child and maternal
mortality rates. Universal health coverage has been institutionalized through Ayushmaan
Bharat, the world’s largest health protection scheme which provides an annual cover of
USD 7,000 to 100 million families, covering nearly 500 million individuals.
India is at the forefront in the call for joint global action to address the COVID-19
pandemic. The country has extended medical assistance to several countries and has
operationalized the SAARC COVID-19 Emergency Fund with an initial contribution of USD
10 million. Domestically, India’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic includes an initial
USD 22.5 billion economic stimulus package, comprehensive health coverage for front-line
workers and direct cash transfers for the most vulnerable.
Samagra Bharat - Saksham Bharat (Inclusive and Entrepreneurial India): Social
inclusion is pursued through universalizing access to nutrition, health, education, social
protection, and developing capabilities for entrepreneurship and employment. Financial
inclusion through Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) trinity – near universal access to bank
accounts aided by the Jan Dhan Yojana (National Financial Inclusion Scheme); Aadhaar
card (National unique identity number) for over 90% of the population; and expansive
access to mobile phones, has propelled new avenues of credit, insurance, and Direct
Benefit Transfers (DBT) to the poor, including to over 200 million women, thereby
accelerating their economic empowerment.
Satat Bharat – Sanatan Bharat (Sustainable India): India’s climate action strategies call
for clean and efficient energy systems, disaster resilient infrastructure, and planned ecoSDG, NITI Aayog, Government of India
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restoration. Acting on its nationally-determined contributions, India has electrified 100%
of its villages, reduced 38 million tonnes of CO2 emissions annually through energyefficient appliances, provided clean cooking fuel to 80 million poor households, and set a
target to install 450GW of renewable energy and restore 26 million hectares of degraded
land by 2030. Globally, India stands third in renewable power, fourth in wind power, and
fifth in solar power. India launched the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure and
the International Solar Alliance to leverage global partnerships for climate action and
disaster resilience.
Sampanna Bharat- Samriddh Bharat (Prosperous and Vibrant India): India is one of
the fastest growing emerging market economies with a young population and burgeoning
innovation and business ecosystem. With a GDP of USD 2.72 trillion in 2018-19, India
strives to become a USD 5 trillion economy by 2025, and pursue an inclusive and
sustainable growth trajectory by stimulating manufacturing, building infrastructure,
spurring investments, fostering technological innovation, and boosting entrepreneurship.
In the spirit of South-South Cooperation, for realizing the 2030 Agenda, India supports
developing countries through the USD 150 million India-UN Development Partnership
Fund. In this spirit of regional and global partnerships, and the country’s commitment to
‘leave no one behind’, India steps into the Decade of Action, drawing confidence from its
experience in addressing challenges. Government of India will continue to work
collaboratively with all domestic and global stakeholders to accelerate efforts for a
sustainable planet for future generations.
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