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UNDERSTANDING 
INTERACTIONS

If you want coherent policies, you need to know 
how the pieces fit together…

Policy learning and 
alignment

Policy A
Inputs

Policy A
Processes

Policy A
Outputs

Implementation

Cross-sectoral 
coordination

Synergistic 
solutions

INTEGRATED 
POLICY MAKING

COHERENT POLICIES AND 
ACTIONS

Policy B
Inputs

Policy B
Processes

Policy B
Outputs

Implementation

Implementation



Prioritisation

SDG Target Prio

13.1 1

2.5 2

4.5 3

4.3 4

16.1 5

1.1 6

2.4 7

8.2 8

7.3 9

5.2 10

… …



1. Induce effective policy dialogue and 

learning processes

2. Know your friends and foes – who do you 

cooperate with?

3. Get more bang for your buck – where you 

get the most impact and knock-on effects?

A focus on on interactions helps you to:





How do you score?

• Expert judgment

• Stakeholder consultation process

• Statistical correlations

• Case study evidence

• Model-based evidence



Building the network

Assessing interactions via progress:

If progress is made on target x, how does this influence progress 
on target y?

6.5 (water 
resources 

management)

14.1 (Marine 
pollution)7.2 

(Renewable 
energy)

Constraining (-1) Reinforcing (2)
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Cross-impact matrix for Mongolia

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

1 3 0 1 1 -2 -2 -2 -2 3 1 2 1 1 1 1 1

2 1 -1 -1 3 1 0 0 2 -2 2 0 1 2 3 1 1

3 2 1 3 0 3 0 0 0 -1 1 2 0 1 0 1 0

4 -3 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 -1 0 3 0 1 0 1 0

5 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 2 0 0 0

6 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 -2 0 0 0 2 3 0 0

7 -1 1 0 1 -1 1 1 2 -3 1 1 0 2 1 0 0

8 2 1 1 1 1 2 0 1 -1 2 3 0 1 0 0 0

9 2 3 1 0 2 1 -1 2 3 3 2 0 2 2 0 0

10 3 0 2 0 2 1 -2 0 0 1 2 -2 -1 2 0 0

11 2 3 2 2 2 1 1 1 3 2 2 0 1 2 2 0

12 3 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 3 2 2 2 1 1 2 0

13 -3 -1 1 -1 0 0 2 1 2 1 1 0 2 1 0 0

14 0 2 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 1 1

15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

16 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3

17 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2



7. Chemical industrial sector
8. Renewable energy 
13. Extractive industries 

3. Develop intensive livestock farming
4. Increase soil fertility 
6. Food industry 

5. Tourism sector
9. Green urban development 
10. Preserve biodiversity 
11. Urban planning and waste management
12. Climate change capacity 

1. Protect water resources
2. Increase drinking water supply
14. Social welfare system 
15. Prevent maternal and child mortality 
16. Accountable governance structures 
17. Leadership of civil service organizations



Potential uses of results  

• Priority setting - identify sets of targets that unlock 

progress in many other targets 

• Mitigation needs in areas where critical trade-offs 

exist;

• Interagency coordination, learning and dialogue

• Decision support for comprehensive 2030 Agenda 

implementation even with limited data



Challenges

• Difficult to comprend the scale quickly

• Target selection is politically sensitive

• Scoring is time consuming, at times technically 

demanding


