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The Evolution of the Integrated Approach

1970: The Limits to 
Growth (Club of Rome)

ωThe Limits to Growth spoke on 
whether high rates of economic 
growth were desirable or 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ά9ŀǊǘƘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ 
supply of physical resources and 
that exceeding the limits of 
exploitation could end in 
ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘŜΦέ όaŜŀŘƻǿǎΣ мфтнύ

1972: UN Conference on 
Human Environment, 
Stockholm

ωThe Conference yielded the 
legitimization and definition of 
Sustainable Development as a 
ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΦ ά¢ƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
improve the human 
environment for present and 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
(Declaration of the United 
Nations Conference on the 
Human Environment, 1972)

1987: Brundtland 
Report (World 
Commission on 
Environment and 
Development)

ωThe Report spoke about 
redistributing resources towards 
poorer nations to encourage 
their economic growth to enable 
all human beings to achieve 
their basic needs. It established 
three fundamental components: 
economic, environment, and 
social dimensions to yield the 
ά¢ǊƛǇƭŜ .ƻǘǘƻƳ [ƛƴŜΦέ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ 
recognized the inherent tension 
between economic growth and 
environmental protection.

1992: Rio Earth Summit 
1992

ωThe Rio Summit yielded two key 
outputs: the Rio Declaration and 
Agenda 21, both of which 
developed environmental 
themes to benefit social good, 
namely: quality of life, efficient 
use of natural resources, 
protection of global commons, 
management of human 
settlements, and lastly, 
sustainable economic growth.

2000: Millennium 
Summit 2000

ωThe Summit produced the 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) which would serve as 
internationally-agreed targets 
using 1990 as a baseline, and 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ нлмрΦ ά¢ƘŜ 
livelihoods and wellbeing of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻƻǊ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ 
conceptualized in terms of 
access to opportunity and 
absence of insecurity and 
ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ ό!ŘƎŜǊ ŜǘΦ ŀƭΦΣ 
2007) The MDGs were a political 
expression of the principle of 
equilibrium between the three 
dimensions, but progress was 
pursued individually, in silo-like 
fashion.

2002: Johannesburg 
Conference 2002

ωThe Conference was known as 
the Implementation Summit of 
ǘƘŜ a5DǎΦ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
concept of sustainable 
development towards a more 
productive exploration of the 
relationship between economic 
development and environment 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦέ ό!ǎŜŦŀΣ нллрύ

2012: Rio+20 (United 
Nations Conference on 
Sustainable 
Development 2012)

ωThe Conference produced the 
ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΥ ά¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ 
²Ŝ ²ŀƴǘέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƻŦ 
the progress towards MDGs and 
launched progress to develop a 
set of SDGs, which, built upon 
the MDGs, would converge with 
the post-2015 Development 
Agenda. It is an indication of 
further mainstreaming and 
recognition of the importance of 
all three dimensions of 
sustainable development.

2015: Sustainable 
Development Summit

ωFrom the Summit, the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable 
Development was legitimized 
with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), 
active between 2016 to 2030, 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ άŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛǎƛōƭŜ 
tapestry of thinking and action 
that applies in every community 
everywhere in the world. They 
ŀǊŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭΧŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
indivisible. Though they are 
presented as individual goals. 
They actually represent a total, 
completely intertwined latticed 
of action that is relevant for 
every human being, 
ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦέ όaŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Dƻŀƭǎ 
Happen, 2016) 
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Interlinkages within SDG 6 (Water & Sanitation for All)
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ESCAP Methodology supporting the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda


