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Speakers 

The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2020 

 

 
Her Excellency Ambassador Mona Juul, President of the Economic and 
Social Council and Host of the Special Event. Ambassador Mona Juul was 
appointed Permanent Representative of Norway to the United Nations in 
New York 14 January 2019.  
Ambassador Juul was previously Ambassador to the United Kingdom (2014-
2018), Director General for Security Policy and the High North in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2011-2014), Ambassador/Deputy Permanent 
Representative at the Permanent Mission to the UN in New York (2005-
2010) and Chairman of the 1st Committee of the 61 session of the United 
Nations General Assembly (2006)  
She served as Ambassador to Israel (2001-2005), accredited to Cyprus for 

the same period. State Secretary/Deputy Foreign Minister at the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(2000), Special Advisor/Ambassador/Middle East Coordinator in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1997-
2000) chairing the AHLC (Ad Hoc Liaison Committee on Assistance to the Palestinians). She was Minister 
Counsellor at the Norwegian Embassy in Tel Aviv (1994-1997). Her first posting was at the Norwegian 
Embassy in Cairo (1988-1990). 
Mona has been with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs since 1986, during which time she has gained broad 
diplomatic experience. This includes working in the Cabinet of the Minister of Foreign Affairs (1992-
1993) and member of the small Norwegian team that facilitated the secret negotiations between Israel 
and the PLO leading to the Oslo Agreement.  
She holds a Master degree in Political Science from the University of Oslo. 
Ambassador Juul was born 10 April 1959 and is married to Mr. Terje Rød-Larsen. They have two 

children. 
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His Excellency Prof Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, President of the 74th United 
Nations General Assembly.  
 
On June 4 2019, the United Nations General Assembly elected the Permanent 
Representative of Nigeria to the United Nations as President of the 74th 
session. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande has had an outstanding career as a 
scholar and diplomat. He received a BSc (Political Science) from Ahmadu 
Bello University, Nigeria (1979); an MA (Political Science) from Boston 
University, United States of America (1981); and a PhD (Political Science) 
from University of Toronto, Canada (1987). 
He started his academic career at Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Nigeria, 
rising from Graduate Assistant in 1980 to full Professor in 1998, and 
ultimately to Vice-Chancellor, in 2004, a position he held for five years. 

During his tenure as Vice Chancellor, the University, with about 20,000 full-time students in various 
faculties, ranked first in the accreditation of academic programmes in Nigerian universities (2007).  

Between 2000 and 2004, Professor Muhammad-Bande served as Director-General of Le Centre Africain 
de Formation et de Recherche Administratives pour le Développement (CAFRAD), in Tangiers, Morocco. 
Established by African governments in 1964, CAFRAD is the continent’s premier intergovernmental 
Centre for governance reform. Under his stewardship, the Centre improved much-needed training for 
senior African public servants, conducted specialized research on African governance issues, and 
worked with a variety of partners, in particular the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the 
United Nations. From 2010 to 2016, he held the position of Director-General of the National Institute 
for Policy and Strategic Studies, Nigeria’s most reputable policy institution for training leaders from the 
public and private sectors, including high echelon officials of Nigeria’s Armed Forces. In that capacity, 
he inspired a marked improvement in the quality of the Institute’s programming and activities. One of 
his signature initiatives in that regard was the establishment of the Political Parties Policy and 
Leadership Development Centre, the first of its kind in Africa. As Nigeria’s Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations (2018-2019), Professor Mohammad-Bande worked with colleagues from all 
regions of the world to achieve common objectives. He served as Vice-President of the 71st session of 
the General Assembly and was active in several forums, including as Chair of the Special Committee on 
Peacekeeping Operations (C34), Member of the Advisory Board of the United Nations Counter-
Terrorism Centre, and Chair of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Group. 

Professor Muhammad-Bande was an assessor for the National Merit Award (Nigeria) and for 
professorial positions in universities. He has won merit awards and honours from institutions and 
governments, including the Government of the United States of America and the Government of China. 
Most notably, he was named Officer of the Order of the Federal Republic (OFR), one of Nigeria’s highest 



 

 3 

national honours. He is married with four children, and his hobbies include swimming, soccer, field 
hockey, farming and music. 

His Excellency Thanawat Tiensin, Chairperson of the UN Committee on World 

Food Security and Permanent Representative of Thailand to the UN Agencies 

in Rome (FAO, IFAD, and WFP) 

Mr. Thanawat Tiensin was elected as Chairperson of the UN Committee on 

World Food Security (CFS) on October 18, 2019. As the Permanent 

Representative of Thailand to the UN Agencies in Rome, he has taken on other 

responsibilities such as Vice Chairperson of the 41st FAO Conference, 

Chairperson of the Asia Regional Group, Bureau member of the FAO Committee 

on Agriculture (COAG), Bureau member of the Commission on Genetic 

Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA), Bureau member and Rapporteur 

of the Plenary Assembly of Global Soil Partnership (GSP), Bureau member of the G77 & China, and Vice 

Chairperson and Member of the FAO Council in 2018. Mr. Tiensin was a former Assistant Director 

General and Senior Expert on International Livestock Trade and Cooperation at Thailand’s Department 

of Livestock Development, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives. He has worked for international 

development programmes in various technical areas such as agriculture, livestock, food security and 

food safety, international trade, and capacity building of veterinary service related issues with FAO, 

ADB, APHCA, EU, IAEA, and OIE in several countries including DPR Korea, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Lao 

PDR, Myanmar, Nepal, and Thailand. With over 50 academic publications, he also provides lectures and 

technical services for various national and international universities and institutions. Mr. Tiensin has a 

Ph.D. in Veterinary Epidemiology and Economics from Utrecht University, The Netherlands and a 

Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.) from Kasetsart University, Thailand.  

 

António Guterres, the ninth Secretary-General of the United Nations, took office 

on 1st January 2017. 

Having witnessed the suffering of the most vulnerable people on earth, in refugee 

camps and in war zones, the Secretary-General is determined to make human 

dignity the core of his work, and to serve as a peace broker, a bridge-builder and a 

promoter of reform and innovation. 

Prior to his appointment as Secretary-General, Mr. Guterres served as United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees from June 2005 to December 

2015,  heading one of the world’s foremost humanitarian organizations during 

some of the most serious displacement crises in decades. The conflicts in Syria 

and Iraq, and the crises in South Sudan, the Central African Republic and Yemen, 

led to a huge rise in UNHCR’s activities as the number of people displaced by 

conflict and persecution rose from 38 million in 2005 to over 60 million in 2015. 

http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/
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Before joining UNHCR, Mr. Guterres spent more than 20 years in government and public service. He served 

as prime minister of Portugal from 1995 to 2002, during which time he was heavily involved in the 

international effort to resolve the crisis in East Timor. 

As president of the European Council in early 2000, he led the adoption of the Lisbon Agenda for growth and 

jobs, and co-chaired the first European Union-Africa summit. He was a member of the Portuguese Council of 

State from 1991 to 2002. 

Mr. Guterres was elected to the Portuguese Parliament in 1976 where he served as a member for 17 years. 

During that time, he chaired the Parliamentary Committee for Economy, Finance and Planning, and later the 

Parliamentary Committee for Territorial Administration, Municipalities and Environment. He was also leader 

of his party’s parliamentary group. 

From 1981 to 1983, Mr. Guterres was a member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, 

where he chaired the Committee on Demography, Migration and Refugees. 

For many years Mr. Guterres was active in the Socialist International, a worldwide organization of social 

democratic political parties. He was the group’s vice-president from 1992 to 1999, co-chairing the African 

Committee and later the Development Committee. He served as President from 1999 until mid-2005. In 

addition, he founded the Portuguese Refugee Council as well as the Portuguese Consumers Association 

DECO, and served as president of the Centro de Acção Social Universitário, an association carrying out social 

development projects in poor neighbourhoods of Lisbon, in the early 1970s. 

Mr. Guterres is a member of the Club of Madrid, a leadership alliance of democratic former presidents and 

prime ministers from around the world. 

Mr. Guterres was born in Lisbon in 1949 and graduated from the Instituto Superior Técnico with a degree in 

engineering. He is fluent in Portuguese, English, French and Spanish. He is married to Catarina de Almeida 

Vaz Pinto, Deputy Mayor for Culture of Lisbon, and has two children, a stepson and three grandchildren. 

 

Dr QU Dongyu, Director General of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
Dr QU Dongyu has spent his life working on how to make sure the 
world is fed. Born in 1963 to a rice-growing family in China’s Hunan 
Province, Dr QU studied horticultural science at Hunan Agricultural 
University, plant breeding and genetics at the Chinese Academy of 
Agricultural Sciences, and environmental science at Wageningen 
University.  

At the center of China’s push to achieve dramatic reductions of poverty and hunger, he organized major 
international events including the World Potato Congress, the International Rice Congress and the 
International Conference on Plant Protection as well as participating in bilateral and multilateral 
initiatives. He believes freedom from hunger is a basic human right, that the world has the capability 
to deliver it, and that “problems can also be the source of progress”. Prior to taking FAO’s helm in 2019, 
Dr QU served as China’s Vice Minister of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, where he championed inclusive 
and innovative development enabling 400 million farmers living in rural areas to benefit from digital 
technologies. He also improved reporting of wholesale prices for agricultural products, fostered the 
establishment of more than 100 specialty production areas geared to making local comparative 



 

 5 

advantages work to the benefit of local farmers, and, as Vice Governor of Ningxia Hui Autonomous 
Region, one of China’s landlocked and poorest areas, he formulated action plans aimed at women 
empowerment, agritourism and mutual learning platforms designed to boost trust between ethnic 
groups. His motto is “Simple life, but not simple work”. 
 

 

Mr Gilbert F. Houngbo, President of the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD)  

Gilbert F. Houngbo became the sixth President of the International Fund 

for Agricultural Development (IFAD) on 1 April 2017. Born and raised in 

rural Togo, Houngbo has spent more than 30 years working to improve 

the lives of some of the world’s most vulnerable people, and has 

extensive experience in political affairs, international development, 

diplomacy and financial management. Prior to his appointment as IFAD 

President, Houngbo was the Deputy Director-General of the International 

Labour Organization (ILO), where he led field operations in more than 100 countries and managed 

bilateral and multilateral partnerships. From 2008 to 2012, he served as Prime Minister of the Togolese 

Republic, where he introduced economic reforms and enhanced the rule of law and civil liberties. From 

1996 to 2008, he undertook a number of roles at the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 

including Chief of Staff, Assistant Secretary-General and Africa Regional Director, and led poverty 

alleviation programmes in 45 countries in sub-Saharan Africa. Before this, he spent a decade in the 

private sector, including at Price Waterhouse, Canada, where he worked in Audit and Financial Advisory 

Services. Houngbo has a Matrîse en gestion des entreprises from the University of Lomé, Togo, and a 

Diplôme d’Etudes Supérieures Spécialisées in Specialised Accounting from the University of Quebec, 

Canada. He is a member of the Canadian Institute of Chartered Professional Accountants. 

 

 

Ms Henrietta H. Fore, Executive Director of UNICEF 

Henrietta H. Fore became UNICEF’s seventh Executive Director in 2018. She 

has worked to champion economic development, education, health, 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in a career that spans more than 

four decades. From 2007 to 2009, Ms. Fore served as the Administrator of 

the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and Director of 

United States Foreign Assistance. From 2005 to 2007, she served as Under 

Secretary of State for Management, the Chief Operating Officer for the U.S. 

Department of State. From 2001 to 2005, she was Director of the United 

States Mint. Immediately prior to her appointment with UNICEF, Ms. Fore was Chairman of the Board 

and Chief Executive Officer of Holsman International, a manufacturing and investment company. Ms. 
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Fore has a Bachelor of Arts in History from Wellesley College and a Master of Science in Public 

Administration from the University of Northern Colorado. 

 

 

Mr David Beasley, Executive Director of the World Food Programme 

David Beasley became the fourteenth Executive Director of the World Food 

Programme in 2017. At WFP, he is putting to use four decades of leadership 

and communications skills to mobilise more financial support and public 

awareness for the global fight against hunger. Before coming to WFP, Mr. 

Beasley spent a decade working in more than 100 countries, directing 

projects designed to foster peace, reconciliation and economic progress. As 

Governor of the U.S. state of South Carolina from 1995 to 1999, Mr. Beasley 

guided the state during years of economic transformation, helping to reshape the state’s economy into 

a healthy, diverse and robust market. He received his Bachelor’s degree from Clemson University and 

a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from the University of South Carolina and taught at the Harvard 

University Kennedy School of Government.  

 

 

Dr Naoko Yamamoto, Assistant Director-General, UHC/Healthier Populations, 
World Health Organization 
 
Dr Naoko Yamamoto was most recently WHO's Assistant Director-General for 

Universal Health Coverage and Health Systems. Dr Yamamoto brings nearly 30 

years of experience working on health in Japan and served as Senior Assistant 

Minister for Global Heath in Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare. In 

this capacity, she was heavily involved in Japan’s global health leadership, 

including hosting and organizing the International Conference on Universal 

Health Coverage in 2015 and supporting the compilation of the G7 Ise-Shima Vision for Global Health 

and Kobe Communique of the G7 Health Ministers’ Meeting in 2016, both of which highlighted the 

importance of promoting universal health coverage. Prior to this role, she served in numerous health-

related positions within the government of Japan, including as Director General of the Hokkaido 

Regional Bureau of Health and Welfare, Director of the Health and Medical Division at the Ministry of 

Defense, and Counsellor to the Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations. She holds a medical 

degree, a PhD in epidemiology and a Masters in Public Health.  
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Mr Máximo Torero, FAO Chief Economist and Assistant Director-General 

for the Economic and Social Development Department 

Máximo Torero was appointed Assistant Director-General of the Economic 

and Social Development Department at FAO in January 2019. Prior to 

joining FAO, he served at the World Bank Group as Executive Director for 

Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay. Before the Bank, he 

led the Markets, Trade and Institutions Division at the International Food 

Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) in Washington, D.C. He is a Professor on 

leave at the University of the Pacific, Peru and an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow at University of Bonn, 

Germany. He holds a Ph.D. and a Master degree in Economics from the University of California (UCLA), 

Los Angeles, and a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from the University of the Pacific in Peru. 

 
Ms Lana Wong: Moderator, emcee, former BBC television host, 
photographer, and creative director of projects that inspire. Harvard 
and Royal College of Art alum who lived abroad in London, Nairobi,and 
Paris for 17 years; currently based in Washington, DC and leading 
communications for the Education Commission. She is a founding 
member of the diverse collective Moderate The Panel, and excited to 
moderate and emcee events that touch on international 
development, education, environment, the arts, youth, and the power 
of personal storytelling. In 1997, Lana founded Shootback – a youth 
photography and development project in the Nairobi slums that 
harnessed the creative voices of young Kenyans so they could tell their 
own stories. The youth’s powerful photos and words became the basis 

of a book, an international touring exhibition, a documentary film, and more. More than 20 years later, 
the project continues, offshoot slum photography and film groups have developed, and many 
Shootback students are now professional photographers and filmmakers. 
 
Inspired by this experience and her creative collaborations with international organizations, local NGOs, 
foundations, and artists, Lana is dedicated to harnessing the power of media, the arts, and youth 
voices for advocacy, education, and sustainable development. 

 

 

http://www.shootbackproject.org/
https://www.moderatethepanel.com/

