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Linking climate action and Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)



Objective: To provide policy makers and all users with high-level but comprehensive initial 
guidance on the links between climate mitigation actions and the SDGs

Sector coverage: 

The mitigation actions are grouped into three broad categories: 

Objective and approach
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Changing activity Reduce emissions intensity Increase energy efficiency

reduces demand of emissions-
intensive activities

reduces the emissions per unit 
of activity

reduces energy demand per 
unit of activity



Each link is defined as either a potential synergy or trade-off

The tool was populated based on existing literature (incl. 
IPCC 1.5°C SR report)

What the tool does not cover: 

o Magnitude of the links 

o Indirect impacts

o Potential links to SDG13 (climate action - implicit) and SDG17 (Partnerships for the SDGs – not 
development related)

Objective and approach
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Let’s take a tour through the SCAN-tool
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Getting familiar with the tool: https://ambitiontoaction.net/scan_tool/

https://ambitiontoaction.net/scan_tool/


How to use the SCAN-tool
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Step 1: Identify a list of mitigation actions

Step 2: Attribute each measure to a category (categories and actions table online)

Step 3: In the diagram of links, select the sector and category of your mitigation action

https://ambitiontoaction.net/scan_tool/


How to use the SCAN-tool
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Step 4: Review the list of potential links to see which links apply to your country’s context and which don’t

Step 5: Where needed, adapt the description of the link to better reflect the national circumstances 



Key findings
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Key findings
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Electricity &
heat Transport Buildings Waste Industry Agriculture Forestry

Number of 
links identified

Negative

Positive

The number of links identified in each sector reflect, to a certain extent, the amount of literature 
available on this topic for the sector. 

The way a mitigation action is 
implemented has a strong 
influence on whether this will 
create synergies or undermine 
the achievement of the SDGs. 

All linkages are ultimately very 
context specific. 



www.newclimate.org

Thank you

Sofia Gonzales-Zuñiga

s.gonzales@newclimate.org



Ambition Call – Climate Transparency 
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In 2019, the Climate Transparency project provided concrete country recommendations 
to stimulate national debate for more ambitious climate action in G20 countries.



Georgia’s Climate Action Plan 
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Georgia’s Climate Action Plan 
(CAP) sets out the short-term 
agenda for the implementation 
of Georgia’s national climate 
change mitigation objectives. 

As part of the policy structure, 
the CAP highlights co-benefits 
for national priorities and 
development objectives. 

Georgia has set SDG 
implementation targets, which 
should be in line with the CAP 
measures.



Georgia’s Climate Action Plan 
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