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 IPBES’s mission:

To strengthen knowledge foundations for better policy through science, for the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, long-term human well-being and 
sustainable development.

 An independent intergovernmental body, established in 2012 by Governments, with 
currently 130 Members

 IPBES is currently implementing its first work programme (2014-2018)

 Collaborative partnership arrangement with UNEP, UNESCO, FAO and UNDP

 Secretariat hosted by Germany, in Bonn

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)



5 reports released approved by the IPBES Plenary (March 2018)

 550 experts
 15,000 publications
 20,000 comments
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The biodiversity of Europe 
and Central Asia is in 
continuous strong decline

 A high percentage of the 
assessed marine habitats and 
species are threatened

 Freshwater species and inland 
surface water habitats are 
particularly threatened

 Terrestrial species and habitats 
have long-term declining trends in 
population size, range, habitat 
intactness and functioning

Figure: Past (1950-2000) and current 
(2001-2017) trends in biodiversity
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High-level message B: While targeted actions have resulted in some increases in biodiversity, marine, freshwater and terrestrial biodiversity continues to decline overallB. Trends in biodiversity and attribution to direct driversB1. Most marine habitats and species lack the data for proper assessment. Of the assessed marine habitats and species, a high percentage are threatened, varying between marine areas. The abundance, range and habitat size of many marine species is shrinking under human pressures. Positive trends, mainly due to improved fishing practices or to a reduction in eutrophication, include increases in some fish stocks in the North Sea and in plankton diversity in the Black Sea.B2. Freshwater species and inland surface water habitats are the most threatened habitats in ECA. Only 53% of the European Union’s rivers and lakes achieved good ecological status in 2015 as defined by the EU Water Framework Directive. As much as 73% of the EU’s freshwater habitats have an unfavourable conservation status, with wetlands, mires and bogs being the most critical. Across ECA, lakes, ponds and streams are disappearing as a consequence of agricultural intensification, irrigation and urban development combined with climate change. The extent of wetlands in Western and Central Europe and the western parts of Eastern Europe  has declined by 60% from 1970, while 71% of fish and 60% of amphibians with known population trends are declining. B3. Terrestrial species and habitats have long-term declining trends in population size, range, habitat intactness and functioning. This decline is mainly due to habitat loss and fragmentation driven by agriculture, forestry, transport infrastructure, urban development and climate change. The conservation status of some habitats and species that benefit from targeted conservation actions (e.g., large felids or some species listed in the EU Birds Directive) has improved in recent years. 



The majority of regulating and of non-material contributions to people 
have declined since 1960 in Europe and Central Asia

 The delivery of some 
material contributions, 
such as food and 
biomass-based fuels, 
has increased. 
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High-level message A: A2Nature’s contributions to people are critically important for food, water and energy security, human health, cultural heritage and identity, and for the promotion of equity. The ecosystems of the region deliver these and other contributions to people, which underpin economies, livelihoods and good quality of lifeA. Trends in nature’s contributions to people and how these contributions are underpinned by biodiversityA1. Integrated valuation approaches demonstrate that NCP have substantial economic, social and cultural values. These values indicate that regulating and non-material contributions of nature to people are as important for a good quality of life as nature’s material contributions.A2. There is evidence of negative trends between 1960 and 2016 for the majority of nature’s regulating, and some non-material, contributions to people. 



Land use change is the major direct driver of change, but the impact 
of climate change is increasing rapidly

 Key drivers of 
change per sub-
region in Africa
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Sonali The assessments observe that the pressures on biodiversity across all regions is increasing.  Major ecosystems are directly threatened by a combination of drivers: such as habitat change, climate change, invasive alien species, pollution, and unsustainable use; But the relative importance of these direct drivers varies among regions.  In most of the regions, it is noted that climate change is expected to be the main pressure on biodiversity in the future. Direct drivers are affected by such things as population growth, urbanization, socio-political and cultural pressures (indirect drivers). The direct drivers of biodiversity loss often interact among themselves and with the indirect drivers, augmenting their overall severity.



Indigenous and local knowledge has been eroded and this has 
implications for biodiversity-friendly land management practices

Teff: example of an 
indigenous food 
crop from Ethiopia

Neglected and 
underused it is 
gaining recognition for 
its nutritional value, as 
a source of income 
and for its contribution 
to food security
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We can do something about it

Protected Areas in Africa between 1900 and 2012 (Key
Biodiversity Areas: Important Bird & Biodiversity Areas)

Protected Areas in Asia Pacific (2004,
2014, 2017 & 2020)
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Table: Policy options and opportunities
for mainstreaming biodiversity
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The Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets 
will not be met

Based on an analysis of the
5th national reports from 50
African countries to CBD as
of Sept 2017
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SonaliAlthough there are some regional differences, based on current trends, it appears that the Aichi Biodiversity Targets will not be met by 2020. The exceptions are the more procedural/administrative Aichi targets, such as the on Protected Areas (Pas) and the Nagoya Protocal.



To conclude:

 The Aichi Biodiversity Targets will not all be met

 This threatens the achievement of the SDGs

 We know what needs to be done, including:

• Social domain: enable values of environmental responsibility; promote 
promote participatory governance involving private sector, civil society, 
IPLCs;

• Economic domain: change way to measure national welfare;

• Technology domain: ensure that new technologies do not damage the 
environment

 Guiding principle:

• Recognise interlinkages among the SDGs

• Focus on areas of critical trade-offs and set targets (e.g. climate, food and 
biodiversity)
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Thank you!
IPBES Secretariat, UN Campus
Platz der Vereinten Nationen 1, D-53113 Bonn, Germany
secretariat@ipbes.net www.ipbes.net

@IPBES 
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