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I. Intoduction

Greece is strongly committed to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
its 17 SDGs, as they provide an ambitious and transformative framework for a new, fair and sustainable
development path, which ensures a balance between economic growth, social cohesion and justice as well
as protection of the environment and of the country’s unique ecological wealth.

Ensuring that “no one is left behind” is a high political priority for Greece, which is now exiting a period of
prolonged economic crisis.

As detailed in the country’s VNR Report, the unprecedented economic crisis forced a focus towards
economic policies that often create divergence, rather than contributing to achieving sustainable
development.

Greece’s utmost objective is to reap the full benefits that the SDGs provide in order to reframe the country’s
development perspectives from an “SDGs lens”, for present and for future generations.

The country’s first Sustainable Development Strategy dates back to 2002; however it is now that Greece has
adopted a truly strategic approach ensuring political ownership at the highest political level. For building a
robust long-lasting institutional mechanism to coordinate national efforts for achieving the SDGs, Greece
has successfully endorsed (i} a “whole-of-government” approach, with an active operational Inter-
Ministerial Coordination Network, steered by the General Secretariat of the Government, and {ii) a “whole-
of-society” approach with a strong stakeholder engagement in the stock-taking process, enhancing
transparency, partnership and accountability.

Through an open dialogue within all government units and with a wide array of stakeholders, an in-depth
mapping exercise has been carried out, in 2017, to define the county’s starting point. The exercise resulted
in the endorsement of eight National Priorities for adapting the 17 SDGs to national needs and
circumstances, also in line with the recently adopted National Growth Strategy:

» Fostering a competitive, innovative and sustainable economic growth

=  Promoting full employment and decent work for all

Addressing poverty and social exclusion, and providing universal access to quality health care services
Reducing social and regional inequalities and ensuring equal opportunities for all

Providing high-quality and inclusive education

Strengthening the protection and sustainable management of natural capital as a base for social
prosperity and transition to a low-carbon economy

» Building effective, accountable and transparent institutions

= Enhancing open, participatory, democratic processes and promoting partnerships

Thus, the country had to balance out through measures for equitable growth by improving the business
environment and encouraging investments, promoting social and solidarity economy, supporting human
capital, research and innovation, and fostering sustainability in sectors such as agriculture, tourism and
infrastructure. Engaging youth from all sectors of society, ensures that they get the tools and the
opportunity to bring about social and economic changes.



On the social pillar, and with a particular outlook to regional cohesion, policy priorities have been focusing
on addressing urgent gaps related to unemployment, particularly for youth and women, responding to the
pressing humanitarian needs of the large refugee flows, showing solidarity in the midst of a challenging
social and economic context as well as addressing social inequalities and promoting inclusion of immigrants
and vulnerable population groups. These have been implemented through a robust social security system,
the establishment of a minimum guaranteed income for all, universal access to quality health care services,
a reduced social residential electricity tariff, support for “energy communities”, and free access to quality
education for everyone at all education levels.

On the environmental pillar, progress has been achieved in all related SDGs. Key national priorities include
the shift towards a low carbon circular economy and improvement in waste reduction, reuse and recycle for
creating new jobs and increasing resource efficiency. Firmly committed to the Paris Agreement objectives,
Greece is already in a good place to meet its national GHG reduction targets earlier than 2030. Successes
also include the full application of Integrated Water Resources Management principles considering both
social aspects and ecosystem needs, significant increase in RES penetration and progress towards the full
digitalization of land-uses {in land and sea), ensuring a high protection status of the county’s ecological
wealth.

Building effective, accountable and transparent institutions and enhancing participatory and democratic
processes, is pursued in Greece by expanding e-governance tools, fighting corruption, protecting human
rights and enhancing strong partnerships within borders, between all stakeholders, and beyond borders.

ll. Protection and sustainable management of natural capital as a base for social prosperity and transition
to a low-carbon circular economy - Analysis on the 5 SDGs under in-depth thematic review this year

SDG 12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

endorsement of a National Action Plan on Circular Economy in April 2018

improvement in waste reduction, reuse and recycle for creating new jobs and increasing resource efficiency
application of a hierarchy approach in waste management

“closing the loop" of product life-cycles

supporting circular entrepreneurship by promoting “industrial symbiosis” and clustering of businesses

secondary use of by-products and waste in new production processes as raw primary materials e.g. re-
utilisation of construction and demolition waste by enabling construction components’ recoverability

supporting circular consumption patterns through awareness raising and education
enhancing partnerships, synergies and communication between the various involved actors
emphasis on monitoring progress and results through indicators

SDG 11 Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

resilient and sustainable settlements aiming at regional and social cohesion

important progress on the full digitalization of land-uses across the Greek territory {in land and sea)
controlling urbanisation and facilitating investments

National Cadastre and Forest Maps

promoting sustainable urban mobility plans to improve quality of life, energy efficiency and decrease GHGs



SDG 15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage
forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss

Greece an exceptionally rich biodiversity and one of the world’s hotspots for endemism
home to the 40% of the plant species and to the 18% of the animal species of Europe’s biodiversity

preserving and sustainably managing natural environment provide an important catalyst for achieving
overall sustainable development objectives in Greece

446 sites in the EU’s Natura 2000 network of protected areas:
terrestrial protected sites: 27.59% of land territory
marine protected sites: 19.60% of territorial waters

SDG 7 Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

fight against energy poverty for vulnerable citizen groups
establishment of a reduced social residential electricity tariff

support for “energy communities”
important progress on energy efficiency and savings in the buildings sector
a great potential for further increase RES penetration
around 30% of total energy generation from RES (2015)
in a good track to achieve a 20% of total energy consumption from RES, by 2020

by 2030 aim at a 50% of power generation from RES

by 2030 interconnect many non-connected islands to mainland’s electricity grid to achieve climate change
mitigation goals and reduce air emissions

SDG 6 Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

universal and equitable access to high quality drinking water to all

full application of the IWRM principles considering social aspects and ecosystem needs

emphasis on water savings

cost and pricing structure of water services for all water uses, addressing the needs of vulnerable groups
water and adequately treated wastewater re-use in the context of circular economy

long-standing tranboundary cooperation with riparian countries for cross-bounder IWRM

lll. Building strong partnerships beyond borders

striving to be a responsible broker in promoting peace, religious tolerance and stability in Eastern
Mediterranean and SE Europe

IV. Capitalising on the VNR experience, next steps

Next steps will include the elaboration, in 2019, of a National Implementation Plan for the SDGs, consistent
with the National Growth Strategy, engaging all stakeholders at all stages, as well as the active involvement
of the Hellenic Parliament in the overall follow-up and review process of the SDGs implementation.
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The Economic and Social Council of Greece (ESC), which | represent, is
the constitutionally established institution that conducts social dialogue
in Greece. Our members’ list consists of all the social partners and a
wide range of civil society organizations, thus covering the whole of tﬁe
productive and social players in the country. My role to.day is to
underline the importance of social dialogue throughout the process of
implementing Agenda 2030, as well as to present our contribution to th'e

process so far.

The success of any policy depends greatly on the acceptance of society.
Especially for a multi-level and complex plan such as the Agenda 2030,
social dialogue and civil society involvement are vital fo achi'eving
increased consensus and mobilizing the entire economy and society. The
effective implementation of the Agenda 2030 is a process that affects
our present and our future ’and should therefo.re involve every citizen, in

every part of the world.



The Greek Government, from the early stages of the whole prdcess, has
asked for the ESC to be actively involved with the aim ‘of achieving
stakeholder engagement and the highest possible representation of civil
society. The ESC of Greece applauds this initiative and believes that it
has been fruitful so far. Upon request from fhe Greek Government, the
ESC issued an Opinion on the SDG’s, th_us providing input for defining the
National Priorities. This Opinion also included a comprehensive set of
proposals regarding the effective implementation of key economic,
social and environmental aspects of the SDGs at national level, including

SDGs 7, 8,9 and 10.

Furthermore, the ESC has assumed an important role towards
promoting the systematic and structured consultation and dialogue on
the effective implementation of SDGs at different levels and sectors and

has launched various events to disseminate relevant information.

What should really be stressed out is that Greece’s commitment
towards the implementation of the SDGs should be an essential part of
an overall development strategy for the future. A strategy to re-launch
the economy, to exit the crisis, to tackle inequalities and preserve the
~ environment. It’s within this context that the ESC has incorporated the
SDG’s into all its activities, most notably the open, structured dialogue
amongst its members towards a National Strategic Plan for growth,
social cohesion, social justice, inclusion and sustainable management of
the environment and natural resources. We have already reached an
Agreement that has lead to a Joint Declaration presenting the Central
Development Goals as well as the Main Intervention Axes on which all

the productive and social actors of the country agree. At this stage, we



continue the dialogue in order to come up with concrete proposals for
each Priority Axis. Our goal is to deliver to the Greek Government and
the Greek Parliament a complete National Development Plan in line with
the Agenda 2030 which, unlike the respective Plans that have been
occasionally presented by governments and political parties, will

incorporate social consensus.

As far as uthe implementation of the Agenda 2030 is concerned, it is an
ongoing process whase success will depend on various factoré, From our
part, | can assure you that the Economic and Social Council of Greece is
strongly committed to actively participating in the next stages, such as
the upcoming National Implementation Plan. The ESC will continue to
conduct social dialogue in close cooperation with its members and
organized civil society, in order to provide structured proposals to the
Greek Government and the Greek Parliament. Proposals that will
incorporate the views of society and will be useful to the effective

implementation of Agenda 2030.
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GREECE

'Strongly committed to the 2030 Agenda and its 17 SDGs
as an ambitious and transformative framework for a new,
fair and sustainable development path

que‘opportunity:to'balance;
social cohesion and justice

protection of the environment and of a unique ecological wealth

Greece now exiting a period of prolonged economic crisis
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a high'political priority for Greece

a CrISIS that forced a focus towards economic policies that

often create divergence rather than contributing to achieving
sustainable devélopment
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SDGS ameans to

reshape our economy,
our society, our resources
in a way that guarantees

the wellbeing of all

citizens and the
environment,
now and in the future
SDGS not just an element

of the roadmap for exiting the
crisis

Governance and Inter-Ministerial Coordination Scheme
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awhole-of-government approach
a Whole-of-society approach enhancing transparency,
partnership and accountability

a strategic approach, anchoring sustainable
development at the highest political level, ensuring
ownership

8 National Priorities l] Farrant

adapting the 17 SDGs to national needs and circumstances EE




13/07/2018

" Fosterie a competitive | b s A o
ecoriomic growth Promoting full employment and decent work for all

Ad_dress'iﬁg poverty and social exclusion, and providing Reducing social and regional inequalities and ensuring
universal access to quality health care services equal opportunities for all

S LR s Lt
Strengthening the protection and sustainable management
of natural capital as a base for social prosperity and
transition to a low-carbon economy
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improving the DUSINESs environment and encouraging
investments

promoting socialand'solid
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Promoting social and
tourism andinfrastructure cohesion

responding to the pressing humanitarian needs of
the large refugee flows

showing SOI ida Fity in the midst of a challenging social and
women economic context

addressing unemployment, paniculariy fo}-you N'and

addressing social inequalities aqd prometing ingllision
ofimmigrants and vulnerable population building a
groups establishinga mMinimum guaranteed income for all
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Protection of natural capital and shift
to a low-carbon circular economy

CIRCULAR
ECONOMY

gmm endorsementofa National Action Plan on
{89 Circular Economy in April 2018
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' ensuringifl’e.e access'to (U
everyone at all education levels

SDG12 ‘Ensure stistainable consumption and
production patterns

G R 4
improvementin Waste reduction, reuse
and recycle for creating New jobs and
increasing resource efficiency



p— appllcatlun ofa hlerarchy approachm
Ej waste management

13/07/2018

@ "closing the 1o0p™ of product life-cycles

supporting circular entrepreneurship by

"
E‘I promoting “industrial symb|0515' and clustering of
sl businesses

secondary use-of by-products and wastein
new production processes as raw primary materials
e.g. re-utilisation of construction and

Fw demolition waste by enabling construction
components’ recoverability

% enhancing partnerships, synergies and
| communication between the various involved actors
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emphasis on monitoring progress and results
through Indicators
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. e settlements aiming
Lﬁk! at regional and social cohesion

13/07/2018

SDG 11 make cities and human settlements inclusive,
safe, resilient-and sustainable
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;ﬁ of land-Uses across the Greek territory (in land and sea)

controlling urbanisation and facilitating investments

promoting Sustainable urban mobility plans to
“} imprave quality of life, energy efficiency and decrease
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SDG 15 Protect; restore and promote sustainable use

of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests,
combat desertification, and halt and reverse land
degradation and halt biodiversity loss

home to the 40% of the plant species and to the
18% of the animal species of Europe’s biodiversity
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Gregce, an exceptionally rich biodiversity and ohe of
the world's hotspots for endemism

preserving and sustainablyrmanagi
environment provide an important catalyst for
achieving overall Sustainable development

objectives in Greece
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weo terrestrial protected sites: 27.59% of land territory
=1 marine protected sites: 19.60% of territorial waters
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SDG 7 Ensure access to affordable; reliable;
sustainable and modern energy for all

10
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fightazainst energy-poverty. for vulnerable citizens —

establishment of a reduced SOCIal residential g, 2 a4 6
electricity tariff important progress on eénergy efficiency and
support for “energy communities” savings in the buildings sector

a great potential:for further incr RES pen

arolind 307 citotal ENErgy generation from
RES in 2015

in a good track to achieve a 20% of total energy
consumption from Res, by 2020

by 2030 aim at a 50% of power generation
from RES

CLEAN WATER
AND SANTATION

by 2030 interconnect many non-connected isla nds =
to mainland’s electricity grid to achieve climate SDG 6 Ensure availability and sustainable management
change mitigation goals and reduce air emissions of water and sanitation for all

11



ke
universal and equitable’access to hlgh quality
L& drinking water to all

emphasis on Water savings
cost and PriCINg structure of Water services for all
water uses, addressing the needs of vulnerable groups

L]

long-standing transbounda ry cooperation with
riparian countries for cross-border IWRM

L
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full application of the IWRM principles considerin

social aspects and ecosystem needs

water and adequately treated Wastewater re-tse:
in the context of Circular economy

Building strong partnerships
beyond borders
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siriving to be aresponsible broker in promoting Peace,
religious tolerance and stabilityin Eastern
Mediterranean and SE Europe

.
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developarNational ation Plan for the s0Gs,
in 2019, consistent with the National Growth Strategy

further enhance’tools and processes for stakeholder
engagement

pursue an active involvement of the Hellenic Parliament

in the follow-up and review process

13/07/2018

capitalising on the VNR experience

@

HELLENIC REPUBLIC
Voluntary National Review on the Implementation
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

SPEAKERS:

Socrates Famellos, Alternate Minister of Environment and
Energy, Greece

George Vernicos, President, Economic and Social Council of
Greece

Aikaterini Inglezi, MP, President of the Special Permanent
Committee on Environmental Protection, Hellenic Parliament

George Vernicos, President, Economic and Social Council of
Greece

George Vernicos

President, Economic and Social Council of Greece

13



13/07/2018

Economic
and Social

Council of
Greece (ESC)

members

!

‘;“'Lc\
i ]

= Techencl Chamber of Greece

[rtroprenewriig iy
s »  [eonomic Chamber of Grerce
* Aapogiaton of Grosl foin)
Towrnm {rteprasy *  Cavtechwscal Chamber of
BOT) Crowcn (SESTTT)
it Bam " Comumpry
Amacaten [I17) = Lawrnemintal protection
Ut of £ Grred, opaton
| Snpomners tiny Hat o Contedeanion of
Ausceiaton of Greek Cvvabied Peapie (ISATA)
’ - . Centracang Crgasmasians for geadee
" Companiet [WATT) ety ks
St k h Id t = peient [ deranon :ur-un‘munuws
' I ] o Real [utute Greece (KIDE)
a e 0 er engage en Drvelopery E Wnkon of Greek Rigon [ENPE) ]
i Supreme Conlodiration of Y PR cossomen nomanen
and-consultation [ e [ s

shaping
common
ground for
sustainable
development

mput or deflnlng the Natlonal Priorities for adapting
and implementing the SDGS at national level
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social dialogue isa driver
sustainability
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achievinga Multi-stakeh®lder approachifor the SDGs
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shared responsibility of all social partners.in
implementing the SDGS
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monitoring the implementation of the
SDGs at national level

HELLENIC REPUBLIC
Voluntary National Review on the Implementation
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

SPEAKERS:

Socrates Famellos, Alternate Minister of Environment and
Energy, Greece

George Vernicos, President, Economic and Social Council of
Greece

Aikaterini Inglezi, MP, President of the Special Permanent
Committee on Environmental Protection, Hellenic Parliament
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Aikaterini Inglezi, MP, President of the Special Permanent
Committee on Environmental Protection, Hellenic Parliament

Aikaterini Inglezi, v,

President of the Special Permanent Committee on
Environmental Protection, Hellenic Parliament

Follow up and Feview process of the
SDGs implementation:
involvement of the Hellenic Parliament

; £
review progress of |mplnmentmgthe National
Implementation Plan for the SDGs.through diScussion in the

appropriate Parliamenta ry Committees

ensure. cOntinuUity-of n’:ltmnal effcrtf for the

implementation of the SDGS

€nsure mtegratton of the pnnmples ofthe 2030 Agmda
and the SDGS in legislation
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