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Intact ecosystems are critical for providing the full range of  
ecosystem services essential to support life. 
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DIRECT DRIVERS

Terrestrial

Freshwater

Marine

Underpinning the proximate causes of  deterioration in nature are 
the root causes, or indirect drivers of  change.
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Watson et al 2016



More species of  plants and animals are threatened with 
extinction now than at any other time in human history









30% conserved by 2030 

Dinerstein et al 2019



The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net

Goal 15 

Goal 15 also links to water, consumption, climate, hunger, poverty and cities

Successfully addressing the Sustainable Development Goals 
requires simultaneously halting and reversing land degradation.



Intact forests can be a Nature Based Solution (NBS) for 
conserving biodiversity, helping to address climate change, 
and supporting sustainable development.



Griscom et al 2017

NBS can deliver at least 30% of  cost-effective carbon dioxide 
mitigation needed by 2030 for a greater than 66% chance of  
holding global warming below 2°C this century.



Why are intact forests so important to climate, biodiversity 
and sustainable development?

1. Hold immense carbon stocks (equal to 9 years’ worth of  
human-caused emissions) and sequester over 1/4 of  the 
world’s annual emissions—equivalent to 11GtCO2e 
(SDG 13 &15)

2. Strongholds for biodiversity, vital for adaptation and global 
resilience (SDG 14 &15)

3. Help secure the livelihoods, health and cultures of  
indigenous peoples and local communities (SDG 1, 2, 3 & 6)

4. Preserve the vital ecological services that support sustainable 
water supplies and clean air globally (SDG 6 &13)



§ We are a long way from achieving the biodiversity and 
environment focused SDG targets 

§ We must reduce the rate of  habitat transformation and 
protect key intact ecosystems 

§ Nature based solutions are a key component to reduce 
climate change 

§ Those targets underlie many of  the other SDGs, and are 
critical to improving people’s livelihoods 




