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Gil Zaire “Butch” Carungay is a creative entrepreneur, design advocate and community 
crusader who is passionate about the possibilities and intrinsic talent in his hometown of 
Cebu. He is also the Chief Creative Officer  of  ZAI Design Hive – the latest incarnation of 
the country's pioneering fashion jewelry exporter which has since expanded to other 
disciplines and Chief Reinvention Officer of district 32 at mactan|cebu – the leading 
operator of commercial concessions at the Mactan Cebu International  Airport.

He was the private sector lead in attaining Cebu’s UNESCO Creative City of Design 
desgination and  is the current Chair of the MATIC Hub, Affiliate Events Chair of Cebu 
Design Week 2020 and the Blue Mango Awards 2020.  He is a past Chair of the  Business 
Council of the European Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines, was Creative Director of 
the first Cebu Design Week and was an ex-President of FAME Foundation Philippines

A graduate of the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania with a degree in 
Marketing and Finance, Butch worked in Strategic Planning at MCCann-Ericson and 
Corporate Strategy at American Express – both in New York –before returning to the 
Philippines.
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*Commission on Audit of the Philippines, 2018 Annual Report, Based on Total Assets

** Philippine Census, 2015 compounded by 2% per annum
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Cebu’s Gross Regional Product is estimated to be in the range of 
$15-$18 Billlion with Admin & Support being the largest employer 
despite only representing 2% of establishments.

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2018 List of Establishments 
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MSMEs play a major role in the Philippine economy employing about 63% of individuals nationwide although Cebu MSME 
account for just about half of employment.

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2018 List of Establishments 
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Creative Services and Functional Design make up the bulk of the 
estimated $550 Million Creative Industries in Cebu.

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2018 List of Establishments, UNCTAD Definition of Creative 

Industries, Cebu UNESCO City of Survey May-June 2020



The Philippines may have avoided the brunt of the health impact of the COVID19 
pandemic based on latest statistics but the situation is still too unpredictable and fluid to 
assert this with full certainty.
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More than 4 months in some form of lockdown, it has been argued that Cebu City has endured the longest 
quarantine in the world.  While the status has been downgraded recently, it still retains the current alert level of 
any city in the country.

General Community
Quarantine imposed in 
National Capital Region

General Community
Quarantine imposed

 in Cebu 

Enhanced Community
Quarantine imposed 

in  Cebu 

Cebu City
Surpasses Quezon City

with most COVID19 Cases
in the Philippines due to

Mass Testing

Cebu City and Province
downgraded to

General Community 
Quarantine

Cebu City 
downgraded to

Modified Enhanced Community 
Quarantine

Cebu City reverted to
Enhanced Community Quarantine

Due to Escalation of Cases
and High Critical 
Care Utilization

8,302* 11%* 1%*
# of Confirmed
COVID19 Cases 
In Cebu City

Percentage
Of COVID19
Cases in the Philippines

Percentage
Of Cebu in
Overall PH Population



Prior to the pandemic, the Philippines had one of the most robust growth 
rates in the world BUT COVID19 has halted more than two decades of 
uninterrupted growth
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Source: Asian Development Outlook (ADO) Supplement Report, June 18, 2020; 

AIIB Press Statement, June 8, 2020 (worse scenario); World Bank Philippines Economic Update, June 9 , 2020
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Latest surveys from Philippine Department of Labor and Employment 
paint even more dire results with the labor participation percentages at 
historical rows in every region.

₱

+250%

Source: Department of Labor and Employment, June 2020

COVID19 IMPACT ON PHILIPPINE UNEMPLOYMENT

INCIDENCE OF EXTREME POVERTY

The COVID19-induced recession in the 
Philippines is expected to delay by at least 
two years the country’s bid to achieve 
Upper Middle Class Status and increase of 
incidence of extreme poverty by 3 
percentage points.

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, The World Bank



Consumer sentiment is at also at unprecedented 
lows especially when compared
to those in other countries.

Source: Global Web Index Coronavirus Research, July 2020

Source: Social Weather Survey, May 2020



Every aspect of the Creative Value Chain has been impacted as emphasized 
pre-existing weaknesses in the Creative Industries -- accelerated changes 
that were already happening before the pandemic 
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Survey Highlights
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Source: Cebu COVID19 Impact Surveys, May-June 2020



Sample Creative Cebu Response: Fundraising



Sample Creative Cebu Response: Shelter In Place Affirmation



Sample Creative Cebu Response: Unique PPEs



Sample Creative Cebu Response: Virtual Conferences



Sample Creative Cebu Response: FB Marketplaces



Sample Creative Cebu Response: Capacity Building



With government coffers already drained and all resources diverted to fighting this virus, we cannot expect much 
in terms financial assistance from the administration. Interventions have to be designed be low cost, high impact, 
easy to access and straightforward to implement. 
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Pivot Blue Mango Awards into a set of challenges wherein cross-disciplinary teams tackle contemporary 
COVID19 problems and propose real-world solutions whether it be in materials, product and/or service design.

Evolve Cebu Design Week from a once a year event into a year-round platform, community and movement to align with SDG30.



Activate the Creative Cebu Grid,  Launch the 
Online Portal and Leverage the UNESCO City 

of Design Designation






