Remarks on the Role of Coastal and Marine Resource
In Caribbean Sustainabllity Initiatives
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The Cartagena Convention:

Facilitating Management of our

CARIBBEAN SEA
through the Caribbean Environment
Programme (CEP)
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UNEP CEP CAR/RCU: 25+ years
Focus: “Wider” Caribbean Region
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CONTEXT

1981: WCR with UNEPs support adopted
the Caribbean Seas Action Plan within the
context of the Global Regional Seas
Programme (RSP) to jointly deal with the
main environmental problems of the marine

and coastal areas of the region.

1983: Cartagena Convention provides the
legal framework for all the activities carried
out within the region for the protection of
Its marine and coastal environment.

The Action Plan and the Cartagena
Convention form the framework of the
Caribbean Environment Programme (CEP).
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Technical Provisions

o Specific areas of focus in the Convention
Include:
— pollution from ships

— dumping of wastes

— land-based impacts & sources

— sea-bed activities

— airborne pollution

— specially protected areas and wildlife




The Wider Caribbean Region




The Region’s diversity




The Region’s diversity




Major issues




Major issues
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Reef Systems .. Major issues

- Die-off of
Important algae eater

- Sustained heavy
fishing

- Naturally occurring
storms

.Chronic nutrient
and sediment input
from land







Threats to WCR Marine / Coastal Resources

 Unmanaged expansion
— Coastal settlements,
— Coastal activities and facilities (incl Ports etc,)
— Proliferation of tourist resorts and facilities

« Uncontrolled discharge of wastes into water
bodies and the sea,

— Municipal
— Agricultural
— Industrial

|« Land Conversion, Expansion of aquaculture
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In Shipping/Maritime Transportation...
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In Watersheds...

~ Globally, 80% of marine pollution
derived from land-based sources
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In Fisheries and Marine Ecosystems.
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EVOLUTION OF SD CAPACITY

In the 25 years between 1981 — 2006 there has
evolved a greater appreciation of the need for
Integrated approaches for the promotion and
execution of policies, programmes, action plans
and projects to ensure the conservation and
sustainable use of resources and the regions
natural endowment (incl but not confined to

Coastal / Marine).,

Attention to marine and coastal ecosystems
remains the CORE of the CEP

Many new actors, institutions, concepts and
capacities related to conservation and
sustainability have emerged in the Wider
Caribbean as elsewhere .

Emerging consensus around IWCAM /
Disasters / Risk & Resilience




Our exposure in the WCR to a range of challenges incl
hazards + negative trends including energy costs etc;

Urgent need to further develop resilient societies,
appropriate coping capacities and mainstream
sustainabillity, risk reduction strategies etc

Shifting from Reactive to Proactive Measures
Improve societal / sectoral ‘Resilience’

Commitments related to MEAs, BPOA and Mauritius
Strategy

Desire for 'Sustainable' Development; and

Recommendations of key regional and global Fora,
Conferences and Seminars over the past decade
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The Cartagena Convention --
a framework for co-operation:




Convention for the Protection and

Development of the Marine
Environment of the WCR




WW2BW/IWCAM:

Integrated Watershed and Coastal Area Management —
Ecosystem Based Management Initiatives
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'WW2BW: Initiative

A catalyst for:

mproving collaboration between
governments,lOs;, NGOs, and
the private sector

Enhancing existing partnersips
ana promoting new: parn ersh]ps

Capacity buliading/training
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Fig 4.3.1 Conceptual diagram illustrating interactions between drivers, mitigating factors,
ecosystem services and human well-being in the Caribbean Sea
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UWI Based Initiatives
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"Climate change is expected to cause more severe and
more frequent natural hazards. As our cities and coasts
grow more vulnerable, these hazards can lead to
disasters that are far worse than those we have seen
to date. We have a moral, social and economic
obligation to build resilience by 2015. Implementing the
Hyogo Framework for Action will also help us reach the
Millennium Development Goals."










CARICOM COUNTRIES COMPARED

The most overfished country is Jamaica,
followed by the rest.

Most CARICOM countries are overfished,
but Jamaica is by far the worst!




National/Societal

Organization

Educate, Increase
Capacity to access,
create, use skills, &

KNOWLEDGE
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Tsunamis and Storm Surges
# - Tsunami hazard (seismic sea-wave) » Last eruption before 1800 AD
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Shared Societal | ‘Technical’ Knowledgc?
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% Communities = | built env; & Dissemination of | action (pre,
"1 Risk ‘Culture’ monitoring + | Useable risk info | during, post)
" Alert/ Warn’g | products threat at

¥ Services appropriate

e ¥

levels




- WW2BW Four Theme Areas

Marine Ecosystem
based Management

Integrated
Watershed
Management




