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Goal

 compile indicators?
e authorize scientific knowledge?
* Respond to the SD challenge?
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“For climate change to be
able to lead to social
change, there would have
to be a drastic overhaul of
science, of politics, and of
the interactions between
them...”

“The interaction between
science and politics is
anything but a purely

managerial question ... ”
(pp. 168, 170)
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Impacts, adaptation and vulnerability to global environmental
change: challenges and pathways for an action-oriented research
agenda for middle-income and low-income countries
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Tha socio-eoonomio mpacts of ersionmental sireses
asooiated with global errsronmeental changs depend o a g
axtant on how socefes aganzs hemanves. A esarch on
alirmate-ralated sodstal impacts, vun sabiity and adaptaton &
curm Ny und e evaioped, prompting imemational giabal
arwimnmantal change ressanoh nsfttons tohold 2 swes of
mastngs in 2008-2010. Ono of tess amad at identifying
rsn s N midddie-incoma and iow-inooma countrins (MUCs),
and found that afiec e mpomses to e chalisnge of mduong
wulnera bilty and anhancing adaptaton will dive ressanch and
paioy into chalenging and innoa e ames of e,
Froducing impacts, winorablty and adaptaton knowisdge
recpines. greater ino ksion of MILC resanohens and anethinking
aofthe ressanch struchrnes, ims$@tnms and pam digms Tat b
dominated global changs ressanch to date. Scaentfic emtum
demssed in fis atiohs sugge ss that gowermanos issues noad
ta ecoma confal opects of empiricaly based, dotaled,
muliscalar and action-onenied msaarch, and Tat s noosds io
ad dress e polifcally son3®veand ssemingly iInfraciabin Bsus
afreducing global inaquits inpowar and mesou me dstniuton.
Tha solenifio i mium suggests f at without efiec v actionin
thass direcions, ourmet trends foward groater inequalty wil
oontnue io both mflect and imon sty giobal o méronmen il
timmats and ther impacts.
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It sounds like a paradox “cataseraphic and irmeversible
damage to narural systems from climate change need not
result in  catastrophic and irreversible damage @
humans. . . |even thaugh] . . catastophic and irmeversible
damage to humans can result even from madest changes
in narural systems’ {[1°*], p. 89 The critical facrar is how
societies develop and organine the mselves - whether they
dn 50 in ways that render them vulnerable ar resilient ta
cwrent and funre emvironmental sresses caused by
global climate change in interaction with ather environ
mental, political and economic mends, hath global and
lnal |2)

Pathways noward effecrive strategies for enhancing

sacietal msilience and adapeation” to envimnmenal stres
ses in general, and climate change in parricular, have
received relarively littke amenoon in research and
palicy thus far |4]. The Fourth Assessment Hepart of
the Intergnvernmental Panel on Climate Change (1PCCG

ficus an climare-relaed
Tk

AR A4 | 3] reflected an enhanced
saciera]l impaces, adapration and vulnezrahilin




Media Research under COMPON

(www.compon.org)

* Scientific knowledge about nationa
sources versus problem framing/so
focus in climate discussions in Brazi

emissions
utions in

— Raises questions about information structures,

including the science-policy interface

— Illustrates need for integrated (cross-sectorial)

approach to policy for SD


http://www.compon.org/
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~ Great ecolocial impact
| Source of majority of
g Brazil’s emissions: 50%+
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Energy sector: ~15%

- |'\




NUMBER OF CC ARTICLES CRITICAL OF MEAT CONSUMPTION

2007 2009 2009 2012
Folha SP \/alor Econ. Estado SP o Globo

¥ year only
i 779 159 ™
Mention CC Length of
refutations of
Mention CC & 21 £ criticisms: 17
meat <3% Ratill times greater
Critical of meat 5(1) 5 (0)
consumption 3 0 397 words 228 words

Refuting meat-
consumption 3 1 3 0
criticisms 1845 words



“need to reduce deforestation”



Concentration of media ownership

“The media as a mechanism of control
throughout Latin America, benefitting media
owners and political elites”

Media bosses occupy
1 in 10 seats in the House of Representatives,
1 in 3 seats in the Senate

Agricultural lobby is the strongest force in
government; no transparency

THE COUNTRY A . . . o
OF THIRTY =" Television licensing used by politicians to

BERLUSCONIS [ serve their personal interests; no public input
¢ | nor transparency

BRAZIL JANUARY 2013

? . < I ..-.(w media OWNners
\

Repdrteres sem Fronteiras publicam relatério intitulado "Brasil, o pais dos 30 Berlusconi", em referéncia ao
ex-primeiro-ministro italiano, dono de um império de comunicagao na Italia. Segundo o documento, a
"topografia midiatica" brasileira pouco mudou desde o fim da ditadura. "O Brasil apresenta um nivel de
concentracao de midia que contrasta totalmente com o potencial de seu territério e a extrema diversidade
de sua sociedade civil", diz a ONG francesa

25 DE JANEIRO DE 2013 AS 06:11



engaging non-scientists as solution



Sirloin steak
represents social
upward mobility
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NAO E SO A PICANHA:
0 PRECO DE QUASE TUDO
0 QUE VOCE CONSOME
ESTA SUBINDO MUITO
MAIS DO QUE
A INFLACAO

" ’ , Ir‘np
Como é milhoes
de brasileiros estao
usando a internet para
comprar mais barato



Conclusion

* Responding to the SD challenge and improving
the science-policy interface requires

— guestioning prevalent assumptions about the nature
of the problem and how to proceed

— Systemic, integrated approaches to science & policy

— Technical knowledge exists and must be used, but
crucial to identify and analyze assumptions, cultures,
needs & constraints in science & policy communities



“Approaching the
world’s
environmental
challenges as a
guestion of technical
knowledge, to be
filtered through
existing institutional
government
arrangements, Is
very much part of
the problem”

Future Earth — source of hope?



