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Introduction
THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES
(SIDS Conference) will be held from 1 to 4 September 2014 in Apia, Samoa, with the overarching theme as “The sustainable development of small island developing States through
genuine and durable partnerships”.
The SIDS Conference will include six multi-stakeholder partnership dialogues (Partnership
Dialogues) that will serve as a forum to build on existing successful partnerships as well as
to launch innovative and concrete new ones, to advance the sustainable development of
Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

-

-

Reviewing existing north-south, south-south, and triangular partnerships in the select-

of existing partnerships, and the launching of new innovative partnerships, focusing on
public-private partnerships.

trative examples of existing partnerships based on information available in the SIDS 2014
Partnerships Platform (www.sids2014.org/partnerships) and as indicated through consultations with the Secretariat of the SIDS Conference.

Challenges related to Social Development of SIDS,

SIDS UNDERSCORE SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AS ONE

importance of integrating culture in sustainable

of the three dimensions of sustainable develop-

development strategies and the need to strengthen
the voice of SIDS on culture in sustainable develop-

1

most vulnerable and disadvantaged . Small island

ment at the international level.

developing states have aspirations and needs to
as health, education, housing, safe and nutritious

of resources to support measures to safeguard the
natural, tangible and intangible cultural heritage including traditional knowledge in particular through

-

strengthened regional and international coopera-

tion, promotion and preservation of culture in all

tion in order to raise awareness of the important

its dimensions, provision of decent jobs, and access

contribution of different forms of heritage, in par-

to communication and information are essential
building blocks for addressing challenges of the social development of SIDS.

development of SIDS. More investment are needed
to support the cultural industries in SIDS that are

For example, SIDS possess a wealth of culture,
which is an enabler for sustainable development.
In particular, local and traditional knowledge and

SIDS in music, performing arts and creative activities.-

indigenous bio-cultural heritage recognizes the
deep connections among peoples, culture, knowl-

-

edge and the natural environment, and can mean-

tainable development of SIDS. Progress in the health
related MDGs, including sexual and reproductive

highlighted the need to establish cultural policies

health, maternal, child and adolescent health, and

to strengthen the culture sector with main pillars
in these States2

1 Outcome of the Inter-regional preparatory meeting
for the Third International Conference on SIDS, Barbados (2013).

2 Five-year review of the Mauritius Strategy for the
Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of SIDS, (2010)
A/65/115.

-

come and high-income countries .
work, skills-work mismatches and lack of job opportunities7
4

, high teenage
-

fections, communicable diseases andnon-commueducation and sexual and reproductive health ser-

becoming the major cause of premature deaths,

levels of emigration of the most educated residents

and creating a ‘human, social and economic crisis’ .
Gender inequalities in SIDS are present in all
region expose people to risks of high prevailing lev6

other associated medical complications are becom-

spheres - economic, social and cultural. Low rate of
participation in decision-making, limited economic
opportunities, limited social protection, poor access
to decent work and other productive resources such

3 UN-OHRLLS (2014). Small Island Developing States
in Numbers.
4 WHO (2014) http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs351/en/.
Paper on Non Communicable Disease as a Development Issue.
6 The Economic Costs of Non-Communicable DisStocktake of the Situation in Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu.

of women and girls in SIDS is crucial, as it would
have a transformative and multiplier effect on sustainable development.
7 UNESCO (2012) Education For All Global Monitoring
Report: “Youth and Skills, Putting education to work”.

T
brief examples of some of the existing north-south,
south-south and triangular partnerships, global and
SIDS-focused in nature, complementing the efforts
en. Additional information on these initiatives, and
more existing partnerships can be found on the
www.sids2014.org/partnerships.

is a goal that aims to

-

accelerate tobacco control efforts in order to reach

The memorandum of under2014 is intended to raise awareness of the serious

-

to provide recommendations on the prevention and

-

-

work Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). The

tions and governments to collaborate in promoting

articles and guidelines of the FCTC provide a frame-

health and sports in particular for children.

work that leads Member States toward achieving a

tre/releases/2014/mou-who-onoc/en/

-

-

tiatives are addressing human resource constraints,

-

to develop a shared understanding of the health isoptions for improving aid effectiveness in health

for moving towards improved effectiveness of development assistance to health.

organization to shape and discuss strategic health

the main purpose
edge sharing, collaboration, inter-regional action

levels of sharing and collaboration.

-

-

-

several SIDS are undertaking census-

is a collaborative partnership co-

es to get a better understanding of essential characteristics of their populations, including the changes

-

in the size, age structure and location of the population. The collaboration in this area can be furof population data for planning, including efforts

civil societies.

exposure to environmental threats, and strengthen
their resilience to shocks. Supporting countries in

a global movement
-

-

ment Goals Summit in September 2010, with the aim

curring and attention focused on meeting interna-

to save the lives of 16 million women and children

-

governments, multilaterals, the private sector and

opment.
facing women and children around the world. The
is a consortium formed in 2011
through the efforts of several of the world’s leading

most vulnerable women and children.
sector organizations around the world share valu-

promote the development of new drugs, vaccines,
cal diseases, malaria, and tuberculosis.

Suggested opportunities for Partnerships
Promoting a ‘whole-of-government’ approach in which health is at the centre of all policies to promote

-

opment planning, as well as enhancing the knowledge of SIDS to better understand and meet the needs of

protection and inclusion for all including people living with disabilities, the aging and those living in povcare for maternal, child and adolescent health, sexual and reproductive health, health education including

and to adapt to sustainable development challenges such as climate change and disasters through educaDevelopment programme.
regions. Strengthening links between government, development partners and the private sector is a sensi-

-

sign up partners, develop an action plan and seek funding to implement. This is one of the pillars under the

opment of critical information to support risk-based decision making critical to climate change adaptation

expanding decent and productive job and entrepreneurship opportunities in all areas of economic activities, including guaranteed equal access to and control over productive resources such as land, properties,

resource needs of the private sector and to create economic opportunities as a viable alternative to emigration.
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