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Introduction
THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES
(SIDS Conference) will be held from 1 to 4 September 2014 in Apia, Samoa, with the overarching theme as “The sustainable development of small island developing States through
genuine and durable partnerships”.
The SIDS Conference will include six multi-stakeholder partnership dialogues (Partnership
Dialogues) that will serve as a forum to build on existing successful partnerships as well as
to launch innovative and concrete new ones, to advance the sustainable development of
Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

-

-

Reviewing existing north-south, south-south, and triangular partnerships in the select-

of existing partnerships, and the launching of new innovative partnerships, focusing on
public-private partnerships.
opment”, and highlights illustrative examples of existing partnerships based on information available in the SIDS 2014 Partnerships Platform (www.sids2014.org/partnerships) and
as indicated through consultations with the Secretariat of the SIDS Conference

Challenges related to Sustainable

SMALL ISLAND ECONOMIES TEND TO HAVE FAIRLY
narrow economic bases, limited product and market
trade liberalization and globalization present both

-

opportunities and challenges to SIDS including the
lands’ merchandise exports and tourist arrivals, as
1

travel and tourism , ICT enabled business process
2

3

. Few SIDS

hand, cost-cutting measures in developed countries

economies are still resources-based, such as Trini4

.

Meanwhile, for SIDS with a large overseas population such as Dominican Republic and Jamaica, de-

come levels are not homogenous across SIDS, the

reduce their national income.

challenges to their sustainable economic develop-

5

ment.

external landscape have wide-ranging impacts on

-

the economic development in SIDS. In the event of

mental for sustainable economic development in

1 In SIDS such as Aruba, Antigua and Barbuda, UK
Virgin Islands, Anguilla, Seychelles and Vanuatu, the
contribution of travel and tourism to GDP is higher
than 50%.
2 SIDS such as Mauritius, Fiji, Jamaica are becoming
popular destinations for Business Process Outsourcing.
rated from major regulating units (states) by geography and or by legislation in the form of Offshore
Financial Centres (OFCs).
4 According to the World Development Indicator
database, mineral rents accounted for 35.55% of Papua
New Guinea’s GDP in 2011, while natural gas rents accounted for 24.48% and oil rents accounted for 13.16%
of Trinidad and Tobago’s GDP.

SIDS.
Some argue that there is a potential for SIDS to pursue sustainable economic development through

already in debt distress or at high risk of it, including
Comoros, Grenada, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Maldives, Sao
Tome and Principe, St Lucia, St. Vincent, the Grenadines and Tonga. (IMF, Preserving Debt Sustainability
in Low-Income Countries in the Wake of the Global
Crisis, April 2010, p.17)

-

-

dowments and resources in a sustainable manner,

ment in rural areas as well as high urban unem-

agement of their environmental assets as well as

economic growth, have contributed to large-scale

human resources.

emigration of skilled labour, otherwise known as

In doing so, it is crucial for SIDS to adopt integrated
planning of economic activities to decouple eco-

SIDS economic development.

nomic development from environmental degradaIn the medium to long term, SIDS face the prospect
of major economic disruptions associated with the
impacts of climate change, sea level rise and ocean
ronmental degradation and irreversible damages to
-

coastal erosion and submersion, salination of water
supplies, exposure to more intense tropical storms

account compatible land use, water management,

and irreparable losses to some of their most valu-

coastal zone management, the development of pro-

able natural assets, in particular coral reefs. It can

tected areas, the promotion of distinctive cultures,

be expected as well that worsening climate change

involvement of local communities, among others,
and address them in an integrated manner.
supporting their populations at decent standards of
Sustained and inclusive economic growth in SIDS

living.

and investment in infrastructure development and

-

-

ian assistance will prove critical to enabling SIDS

nancial services. Investment in human capital must

countries to cope with and adapt to climate change,

en, indigenous peoples and local communities. Adfurther exacerbating macroeconomic and debt susof crime and violence in several countries.

THE FOLLOWING PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVES ARE
brief examples of some of the existing north-south,
south-south and triangular partnerships, global and
SIDS-focused in nature, complementing the efforts
opment. Additional information on these initiatives, and more existing partnerships can be found
www.sids2014.org/partnerships.

-

sustainable enterprises throughout the Caribbean.
-

-

nance Framework Programme initiated the project

holders include entrepreneurs, business enablers,
and other private sector partners.

is a cost-effective investment in the development
ers’ guides, textbooks, monitoring and evaluation tools, assessment guidelines, training the trainers of
-

with the local private sector.
-

workforce. The partnership is designed to work with the peak and sectoral representatives of business,
the development strategies

–
biosphere reserves around the world have different natural, cultural, socio-economic and political

-

tage, promote sustainable development, and adapt
to and mitigate the effects of climate change.
ronment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/networks/world-network-of-island-biospherereserves
is one

ongoing assis-

gration of the principle elements of sustainable tourism,
mental and social impacts of services, as well as the client’s perception of image and the congruence between
the service offered and the product’s promotion.

technical assistance and lending to support private
sector development. The Competitive Industries
meso-and micro-economic barriers that are impeding the growth of industries, and helps generate investment and economic growth. In most countries
tential such as - Tourism and Marine resources - are
both susceptible to major damages in SIDS if not
done in a sustainable manner, which would create
huge economic and human costs in the long term.
The CI team has helped other client countries focus on developing high potential sectors relevant to
SIDS, such as tourism, resource based growth and
linkages, and to develop expertise in trade and services. The CI interventions address the “5 pillars of
-

raising incomes and attracting investments – all in

Suggested opportunities for Partnerships
-

tion of domestic investment and linkages with foreign investment, consensus building and involvement of public and private sector stakeholders).
dustrial parks
International networking for business partnership promotion with special regard to Diaspora linkage
programs.
In close cooperation with the private sector and training institutions, ensure a better match making
between job-seekers and labour market demands.

resources.
Investment in sustained dialogue and knowledge exchange mechanisms and engaging multistake-

medium-sized enterprises targeting both men and women.
Developing ICT policies, regulations and legislation to advance the development and in particular liberalization of the telecommunication sector and move towards broadband development,

lars.

Produced by UNDESA
Division for Sustainable Development
2014
www.sids2014.org
For questions: sustainabledevelopment.un.org/contact

UN Conference on
Small Island Developing States

