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[HE HLPF

On July 9, 2013, during its 915 Plenary
Meeting, (UNGA), in resolution 67/290
(A/67/L.72) formally adopted by consensus

the format and the organizational aspects of
the high level political forum (HLPE).

The resolution also recommended to the
Economic and Social Council to abolish the
CSD effective from the conclusion of its 20th
and last session, to be held prior to the first
meeting of the forum.



The HLPF is SD and SDG

With ten introductory and thirty operative
paragraphs, the resolution on HLPF stakes out
the direction of global sustainable development
policies for the next twenty years.

Unless it should be subjected to serious
revisions, this construct will heavily influence
SD policies until 2032 - at Rio plus 40 (or
Stockholm plus 60),

It is thought to be the most important
intergovernmental mechanism in the follow-up
to the Rio Summit; it will be the home of the
SDGs



EXPERIENCE

—

The HLPF document reflects in many ways a
compilation of experience, knowledge and
process understanding of more than twenty
years of sustainable development
deliberations at the global level. Accordingly,
virtually everything one needs to be
concerned about, is - at least potentially - in
place.

The HLPF has also been given a high level
political standing by its Heads of State and
Governments involvement every four years.



The HLPF is tasked wil

Providing leadership, guidance and
recommendations for sustainable development,

Identifying emerging issues, reviewing progress
in the implementation of related commitments
and continually enhancing integration of the
three dimensions of sustainable development -
economic, social and environmental

In addition, every four years the HLPF will be
held under the auspices of the GA at the level of
Heads of State and Governments for two days,
“resulting in a concise negotiated political
declaration to be submitted to the Assembly for
its consideration”



HLPF — a heavy agenda

If we add up all identified agenda
points in the document, we arrive
at 24 - or 29 if we allow each of the
five UN regions to come in with
only one agenda item

Added to all this, is the discussion
and number of sustainable
development goals (SDGs).
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Paragraph 13 is the key
While retaining the intergovernmental character of the
forum, major groups, other relevant stakeholders will be
allowed:

(a) To attend all official meetings of the forum;

(b) To have access to all official information and
documents;

(c) To intervene in official meetings;

(d) To submit documents and present written and oral
contributions;

(e) To make recommendations;

(f) To organize side events and round tables, in
cooperation with Member States and the Secretariat
of the United Nations;
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Paragraphs 13 and 14
graj

Paragraph 13 is on regional commissions and
regional meetings with the involvement of
Major Groups

Paragraph 14: ... while retaining the
intergovernmental nature of discussions, and
in this regard decides that the forum will be
open to the major groups, other relevant
stakeholders and entities having received a
standing invitation to participate as observers
in the General Assembly, building on ... CSD



Paragraphs 16 and 24

Paragraph 16 is about the right
to self-organise and include
other groups

Paragraph 24 is about helping to
fund representatives from
major groups irrespective of
their country



Q)

setting, paragraph 2

“Requests the President of the General
Assembly and the President of the Economic
and Social Council to coordinate with the
Bureau of the Council and with the bureaux of

the relevant committees of theAssembly to
organize the activities of the forum

so as to benefit from the inputs and advice of
the United Nations system, the major groups

144

and other relevant stakeholders, as appropriate;
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HLPF problems

Institutionally weak, no bureau

Heavy agenda - 25 - 30 agenda points in
five to eight days

Has a strong policy on major groups

involvement, buy almost a diffuse
relationship to the UNGA and ECOSOC

Has a number of limiting caveats : “as
appropriate” and "while retaining the
intergovernmental character of the
forum”
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Modalities

5 Making interventions also during the
high level deliberations which shall
“result in a concise negotiated political
declaration (GA-level) as well as the
deliberations to result in a negotiated
ministerial declaration (ECOSOC-
level)

These statements from major groups
should also be annexed to the report
from each of the HLPF sessions.



Modalities

6 Producing and presenting written documents (§15)

Each of the nine major groups should be tasked
with researching, writing and developing
background documents on the HLPF agenda
themes using the CSD standard,

These documents should be translated into all
official UN languages, sent to the UN Member
States as official UN documents

If as with CSD, a Secretary General’s report were
to be written as a major official background
document for the HLPF sessions, all accredited
and interested non-state actors should be invited
to contribute to this report.



Modalities

7 Organize side events, round tables, etc. in
cooperation with Member States and the
Secretariat of the United Nations (§ 15)

Organise side events, Participate in
side events by Member States, UN
system and aﬁ other participants in
the HLPF;

Participate in a daily NGO
administrated major groups morning
information meeting;



Modalities

MGs should organise and participate in the
special policy sessions for each major group

Secretariat should organise regular meetings
between the President of the General

Assembly/President of ECOSOC and the nine
Organising Partners of the major groups.

The President of the General
Assembly/President of ECOSOC, if invited
by the OPs of the major groups should come
and address the morning information
meeting;



Modalities

Regional groups of Member States and
groups of Member States should also be
encouraged to invite key representatives from
the major groups and organise meetings with
them (such as the EU, the US and JUSCANZ/
JUSSCANNZ, and G-77 and China).

To upgrade the importance and relevance of
the side events, the outcome of the side
events should be annexed to the HLPF report..
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11 Reviews
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In conclsuion

UNGA resolution 67/290 establishing the
HLPF opens opportunities for extensive
collaboration among major groups, NGOs,
civil society and relevant stakeholders on one
side and members of governments and the
UN on the other side in a manner that the
world has never seen before. It is our
common responsibility to see that these
opportunities are translated into meaningful
collaboration
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Qur future, our responsiDility

We now have the means to
create a better future for all.
Let us not try to predict what
this future might look like.
Let us create this future
together and start now.



Thank you for

attention




