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Policies and Measures

+ Proposed policies and measures provided in the statement
and the subsequent matrices generally support the following
types of interventions and instruments: o

» Capacity Building
Institution Building

Private Sector Development
Community-Based Development, with focus on
women and youth e
Access to Finance 5 R
Scientific Research and Development
Technology Transfer

Knowledge Management

Risk Mitigation and Early-Warning Systems
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UN-ESCWA and the Arab Region

~ UN-ESCWA is relaying the outcome of consultations conducted
at the Arab regional level in view of its mandate to support
regional preparations for CSD processes through the:
= Joint Committee on Environment and Development in the Arab Region
(JCEDAR); and
* Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment {CAMRE)

~ UN-ESCWA supports these regional mechanisms with
UNEP/ROWA and the CAMRE Technical Secretariat at the
League of Arab States.

= Arab Member States thus vetted and approved the resulting:
* "Report of the regional implementation meeting of the Economic and
Secial Commission for Western Asia” in Nov 2007 (submitted to CSD-16)

* “Statement on Proposed Policies and Measures for the Arab Region on
the Thematic Areas of CSD-17" in Nov 2008 (submitted to CSD-17)
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Policies Measures
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Overcoming Challenge and Constraints

® As one of the most arid and water scarce areas in the world, the Arab Reglon
must overcome daunting challenges and constraints when addressing
agriculture, rural development, land, drought and desertification.

® In considering proposed policies and measures included in the statement, it is
thus useful to consider the following:

» Structural policy changes due to concerns regarding food security
* Several Guif countries have shifted from a food self-sufficiency policy 1o one that
looks to other Arab countries, Africa and Asia to ensure food security due to;
- Increasing and degradation, water scacity, drough! and deserfication; aswell as
— Opporlunifies presented by trade libealization ard South-South cooperation
* The Financial Crisis and Price Volatility of primary commodities and fuel have
increased stress on rural and urban communities, prompting Governments in
saveral Mashreq & Maghreb countries to re-commit to Agricultural Development

¥ Non-conventional water resources are no longer so unconventional

* Desalinization and water reuse have become major components of water supply
development programs in many Arab countries to support agriculture, combat
land degradation through green belts, and meet basic needs.

¥ Conflict and crisis continue to plague tha region.making it difficult to engage
in leng-term strategic and integrated planning involving land and water resources.
* Climate change, population growth & inable const i

and pruductioyaﬂems are creating multiplier effects that render more difficult
policy planning and implementation in the region.

Rural Development

Policies Measures

Adopling a rights-based approach in the design and Empowering rural pepulations 1o actively engage in
implemertalion of rurai developmen! sirategies krowledge-based economies, which ase crucial to the
i of the = Goals.

Ersuring a balanced developmenl of fural and urkan
areas in order to reverse the brend of ruralurkan
migration

Encouraging a sustainable Frelihoods approach in the Supperling losal development in rutal areas, without
developement of iural areas Bosing sight of the lasger piciure, and ensuring the
deveiopment af the production chain in an effective and
baanced way

Ensuring equitatie access o resouces, infrastructure Franning and investing in the development of efective

and sevvices and en fo actvely
pariicipate in development effans

systems (o support
suslainable rural development

Increasing invesiments and strengthening {he role of
ity-bagsd il the provislon of

development incertives, spacialy water resources and
apricullural nputs

Finanging projects for small-scale farmers and
impreving rural marked Information services and
ifrastructure

Karmawing the widening knowledge ang education gap
betwean fural and urban areas

Developing appropriale eduselion and lraining toals 1o
srengthen nalional capaciies bn rural areas a5 people
= not instRuticns nos technalogy - are The driving force:
behing development




Land

Policles Measures
Enhancing sus lainsbie lad monagament practicos e Centinuing 1 o clesely meedlor Ihe sialus of land degradation
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Regional & International Cooperation

By inviting regional and intermational srgarizations to suppen efforts made by
countries of the region in the five thamatic areas, by encouraging financial and
iechnical caoperation pragrammes, and by taking inta £ansideration the specificibes
and comparative advantages of Arab countries with regard to sustainabin
davelopment, areas of suppert that san be provided by Fegicnal a nd international
institutions and mechanisms incl wde.

and supparting batwsen United Nations  ofgani zations aperating in the
ragien &nd the League of Arab States, in order 1o achieve the mast optimal resutts in suppert of CED-17
Providing technical assistance 1o Arab countries in the and of i
mifigation plans, inchuding and methods of ging these plans

ing tha of i ion on moni ool an d data on early warning systems,
drowght and deser Blication ion peactices s ., 4 ordes to support the
decision-making process

Supparting countries in tha provision of finangial reseurces for rational and regiona | programmas in the
fve thematic arnas, especially hasa retated to desertifcation, data gathering and | nlorrmation
exchange, incluting en indicators to assess the stects of droughts and desertification
Implementation of regicnal capacity -ullding programmes in the five m-rmh; areas

Revipwing and follawing up on the im of o
indicators

Enhancing the capacity of Amb countries to mitigate the eff ecis of dimate change on oo d security,
natural fesources and econa mic growth, through investments in agriculiure

Adopting best practices and expesie nces from other countrias in the five themabe areas and

propa gating them in tha ragicn

Drought Thank you :
. Palicies Measures
Mitigating and managing draugh, orgenizing and risk, and impact For additional in formation see:

preparing risk and vunerabity proSles and maps, as an the afects of drought and Ine scclogcal, agrcultural
well a sfmulating efforts lo coembat the negative effects | and socic-ecanamic dimensions of this plwom atthe
aftand degratalion, drought and chmale change national ard regional level

Estaslishing and actiating drought easty-warming
sysiems in order o manage and miligate any adverse

impacls
in panning and Limiting the effects of drought epsodes through the
dreught mitigation pregrammes at the national and optimal use of rainwater harvesting techigues and
regicnal leved slorage faciifies, such as dams and reservairs
i n sinc o o gihening coop and
capabilties at the national level in order o combat Implementing programmes te aleviate the effects of
drought and the efects af drought in fural areas drought, amang athers

Developing dalabases on activiies relate Lo drought canmmg requiar fieid manitaring of drought eycles
mitigation and tools 1o predict the contect tming
ormm anhmu
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Desertification

Policies. Measures
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