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Chief ’s Corner  y       e          .      t   t  t     I   d  s e  e            Cowrie.The September 2017 edition is dedicated y to Ocean related matters. We figured that it is entirely appropriate, following the success of the UN Ocean e, that The owrie must  through to count the event, ensuring that appropriate reflection and action is directed towards implementation. SIDS footprints were found everywhere during the UN Ocean Conference and is now ised in the annals of time as a significant utor to its success. From the organisation of vents, to participation in panel discussions, contributions to untary commitments and in the l conduct and leadership of the Conference, the SIDS flag ew proud and high. Efforts must now be rted to ensure that this spirit of success and momentum
 To the curious, the cowrie l is found in reefs and coasts around the d, uding in many SIDS. Over the century, it has come to symbolise many things to many tures. To some it means the ocean spirit of alth and power, to others destiny and prosperity or ity. Some wear the  simply for decoration.  For us at the SIDS Unit of UNDESA, our owrie is a atform for disseminating information showcasing the good work currently being undertaken by all SIDS stakeholders to further the implementation of the SAMOA Pathway and he 2030 Development . We trust that you  be informed and encouraged! 

Sainivalati Navoti 

Chief of SIDS Unit  
Division for Sustainable Development 
UN DESA 
sai.navoti@un.org 

 

Section 1 (Ocean Theme)           n :  al  s      to                    t     
Section 2 Recent Activities        s     t  n   n  e        e  t       mi  m  m                    t  
Section 3. Partnerships        r   n          r  r   
Section 4.     d Development . We trust encouraged! ouraged! 
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 el   e        al  e      s     e   e            e ,     ,        l  e  a  e       ,      y   ,   e   le     ,      f e , e   m            c s       f     s       , e     o    f le    e   e e ,   e   le  e  ,  e   e    .      ,   a       ,  s   s    e    f     el  m    s    s  s    c        . al   s    s      e   . e e         s                  f e   ,    s  , e  , , e       y   

p –  e e  f      . e e        e    e e  
https://oceanconference.un.org .                by   y           all  ,        c s  s  f le ,              n     s     e  a.    al e f    l   all       .    d t    le e f e      e   f   e  e    is         n            s    Pa  
Follow-up  e e,          e ll      all  e            s   . e  a all  e  o        f al        f e  a,     y n            o     .  e   ,        o   ,    s   s  t       ,            f e     
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf       
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Possible Ocean Conference in 2020 a  al    e  le  e  .  
Special Envoy for Oceans  p e e   e       e  e   e      o t              o t           d d d    d    ,         
Voluntary commitments           e              e   e        y   y  of                           to        s    e  
https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/     s    s s 

   s    ss       o                                    e              0           e                 https://oceanconference.un.org/
commitments/  

     i  y r 

       r   iji       ,      to          n         e  g   r  to    e e    e  f  s       e  s  d c           g       e    e e   y c  a       e                  e  e         e    Read more

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sga1758.doc.htm
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Section I Ocean Theme 

Container Deposit Laws A     s 
  e    e   t t  t           e    e             e            y       5   ss s     e    e           e                             ,   .         n  n  – r 10      y                          e                    to     15 – 41                 t    e e        ’ g        e    e   N   t        t t 8               e   e     l s      s     e        e  e   e                            t                       t     d        , ,       t         

         t   o      e   e  a  e     e a          g          s     e e  a              e          g                           0 t    t t o t  28       T                                 d  s   e   e       t           s  d    e   s   s  g     r     e     e  e  e     .         e e      e   – d     g                 g   r     to  t     e  e   e  t      ot    e    e     15 to 64 t  0      y      e  e           g   e       to                   s s d  

PHOTO CREDIT- MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
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   m    o  10        d    d     ,           e         –   

 ,  .      T         e e e      g     –    h    e            o     ,      ,      t    d s   ss      e     o   t  t      ,    h        P    g      e          
By Andrew Hudson   
Head, Water & Ocean Governance Sustainable Development Cluster  
Bureau for Policy and Programme Support 
United Nations Development Programme 
Andrew.hudson@undp.org   

PHOTO CREDIT: CHRIS JORDAN/US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

PHOTO CREDIT: UN PHOTO/MARTINE PERRET 

Section .   
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Emerging Contaminants: Hitchhikers in Caribbean Waters 

  e              n n     e        e   y      g       a e   e  e e    n        e        ,  e                   g   r g  s  s          e    e               s     ,  ,       e       g             a e                    e            t      t   g        n n    e     e   s   s d  

 e  e             h    t t  to           ls    As   y                     e  e                       n         e   e          t ot  y          e e e  e  e         s   s   e           e e       y     e       e e     t  o   e          h h      e          t              to    e                   g      to           s  s        e  ds d   e  e         t   t –  g   e            t      t        g         ,       e   
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ThT e Co  e      s   e     e  e      t         e e            e           o  t    y                a   g  g    e     e        e                    e      e      ss     s    d       r     s s d          g    r g      e   e e   to     c  d                 a e    e        to  l      

  g       s d s      g         o         e      n             e   e         s    d     r g    r r  r g g              n      e e p  e  e e                      g                 e a e e   A s        ct e e     s    s       g    to        
By Chrishane Williams 
Communications Consultant 
Global Environment Facility funded Caribbean Regional Fund for 
Wastewater Management (GEF CReW) Project & United Nations 
Environment Caribbean Environment Programme (CEP) 
chrissydwil@gmail.com 

1. Upcoming Events - UN DESA

SIDS Retreat “FOLLOW UP TO THE OCEAN CONFERENCE AND 
HLPF 2017 & RELATED MATTERS”, 29th-30th Sept. 2017  d                         a    e N    ll    d  t  to         al  ll        e      d      t             d e      

Section .   
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Wetlands: A Natural Safeguard Against Disasters

 r      o  ds  l   e    e       e             p   e       e   e  e   d  s                   t    g l   e        t   to             s s   t         o   00                       ,  ,     .     g  r   s d    d   g     g  d      s s         o   t                       s ll            e a  e    d    

 e               e       t        .          p         g        t     e     e   e    e          t     ds  d   s d  g   g              t    1 to     a e   e            220        1989  1     e   e    e    e     e e Bacon 1993  As     d       ir   e   e     e    e        e e     e                      a           r  r    to          o t     t t 11      e   e   e e    e             n   ss      a e      e    e e    e    e                      

PHOTO CREDIT - UN PHOTO/MARTINE PERRET 

Section .   
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   t     s            , d s          t   t 25    t     e  e  e  e ea     e  e   24       n         y    e   e to           to     e e          to   to   t   n   y y                 g     g r                   .  

              e e      e e  e   e             e   e   e e    e       
  e  deonne.smith@unep.org       t      (sf@cep.unep.org  m   t   e  

PHOTO CREDIT -    

Section .   
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Taking the Circular Approach to Waste in the Caribbean

e e                e e  e o        

     y                  t t   t   t   s ds      A   d       g d  s        e  e   e          e      g   d g  g     e e      e 3        e     e    to     l s d d     to         e                       n    e e   e e      e    g                 e e       e                      e e               o         y                s  ss  e   a        e       p      a    e     by s  o    a    e    r        e  e        

e  e  s   g       e e         to           e   e  to .             t     to    e e   e      t  t        s    d  d d l  s  d   d           g          e e                e  a     g    ir                  e e       f  s  C  c   e    e           a e  N      t           e    

 

Section .   
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        d ss  
By Deonne Smith(deonne.smith@unep.org) 
Communications and Partnerships Officer 
UN Environment Caribbean Sub-Regional Office. 

 

http://caribbeannewsservice.com/now/antigua-bans-importation-of-
plastic-bags/ 

http://www.caribjournal.com/2015/10/18/this-caribbean-country-is-
banning-styrofoam/# 

http://www.recyclinginternational.com/recycling-news/9844/plastic-and-
rubber/jamaica/japan-backs-plastics-recycling-project-jamaica  

https://news.vice.com/article/these-caribbean-nations-want-to-rid-the-
oceans-of-styrofoam-and-other-plastics 

2. Upcoming Events- UNESCO’s SANDWATCH WORKSHOP             al   e    Sandwatch: a combined approach to 
climate change adaptation and Education for Sustainable Development ,   o   ,   f ,       s   ss         e  ,  e    s     e             e   e     , e        e       ,                   s    s       e e e f  e  al   e   e  

Section .   
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Supporting Blue Growth in Commonwealth Small States

  ’   g    e   e e      e    e     e  e e   a  r g  .         to          e   c  d g                e   s  l s  d d  e   e             g           t      s  c    s e      e    e           e       e a e y       s     e    y  y e a e      e     e   e e        
1. Creating an Enabling Environment for Blue

Growth y        to   t         e                n  e      

       g        s d  1     e e    e  e e   e e      e     e       e       y          n     e   e    e e        2 n   e             o            t    e   d     e     o e   e          to p a    e  eep  g        3 e  g         e  t  t    e        t to t      g   ,    g   r g      e     r         

Section .   
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ThT e Co s d s s l d      4                           ea       e            t      d  ds   d        e    5     e l s d   d       e     e    e               e       e    to t  t         p e          g   6    g      g    s d  c l s                                   e   e   e   e e    e a   
2. The Commonwealth Blue Chartere  e   a        

t             ’ g      s g        t      t o       e   e           e   e         e N  e   e    e    e e           t    r        e  e            n                       e                e   t     p      ls d s      r   g       ,       s   
Rosemarie Cadogan, Interim Adviser and Head of Oceans and Natural 
Resources at r.cadogan@commonwealth.int.  
By Heather Cover-Kus
h.cover-kus@commonwealth.int
Research Officer, Small States Economic Policy Division Commonwealth
Secretariat. 

References  S . 2 . “ e  E   S  S . 
Small States Digest.     The Blue Economy: Growth, Opportunity and a Sustainable 
Ocean Economy.   

Section .   
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The Ocean and the OECS:  
Harnessing the Benefits for Sustainable Development 

 e                ,     s  d       t      h        l              y           .       e    a     e e  e   
. e           , .       , a, ,    ,      e          e       e   .  ,  , .,  Regional Cooperation and

Development: The OECS experience.  .  ,     e a    . .  ,  

     e     e  e   e   e e        s    s  s                         d   d s s                 o                        s  d s ll s   
  t      e    ,  e                t      e                           H.E. Mr. Peter 

Thomson, President of the 71st Session of the General Assembly, on    g  briefing  the United Nations 
Ocean Conference  

 

Section .   
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ThT e Co      g      t     t             d      s       d           s       e   s d d d s s   e                   34              s  s     e e   d  d    c e               s d s         e   e          e   e    e          t       7    t o     e   .  Revised Treaty of Basseterre Establishing the 
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States Economic 
Union      g r    e           t   e             d s      e   e     e   e            inter alia        s d s     

  e  e     a e   o  o    e       e          y g   e      e   e  e     e    e       d      g       e         t    to         e      to t                       ,                 e    e  e          +           t   e     e   e  to  o t t      e      y p  m  t  s  s e        e e          
Co-authored by 

David Robin(drobin@oecs.org) Programme Coordinator 
Ocean Governance and Fisheries Division OECS Commission 

Norma Cherry-Fevrier(nfevrier@oecs.org) Programme Officer  
Social & Environmental Development Division OECS Commission 

             m      r     ee CRFM Statistical and Information Report for 2014, p.76   e  i  2  w   k m p r p    m        P    n     n      Toward a Blue Economy: A Promise for Sustainable 
Growth in the Caribbean                       ) )             e                  

         Toward a 
Blue Economy: A Promise for Sustainable Growth in the Caribbean.  e   t  at                    t  a  b  an  s  o                        m  m r  e               B  S  L  M e  

Section .   
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An Abyssal Relation: UN DESA and the International Seabed 
Authority advancing Blue Growth in SIDS   e  ea     to                   y                     n s  d    s        y   e     e     d d . 

     ” .          e         g  e   e  e e  e  e        o      g   ot    t  t                       ”     e    
common heritage of mankinde  e    

 h . m   h      t            1               ,  

e   e          to    a just 
and equitable international economic order which takes 
into accounts the interests and needs of humankind as a 
whole, in particular, the special interests and needs of 
developing countries, whether coastal or landlocked                 e           t e     e   e    e       eep           A    y       s     s  s     g                    s  d    y         e           e            e   d l s s                       e  e N            y    y              ,     n  n     t t o         e     d s d      g         ,     s  vo y “abyssal relation”  
    

 

 
PHOTO CREDIT- NAUTILUS MINERALS 

Section .   



The Cowrie Section 3. Partnerships ThT e CoAccording to their respective capacity building mandates, UNDESA and the Authority will facilitate and organise meetings or events on “Blue Economy” in the Pacific during 2018 to define strategies and means to strengthen marine scientific research, formulation of appropriate policies, rules and regulations and other capacity building initiatives in order to better define the role of deep-sea mining in advancing national and regional sustainable development priorities, implementation of the 2030 Agenda and achievement of SDGs.  The fact that deep-sea mining has unknown associated risks has been a continued source of concern to many. Large-scale mining on land has a long and mixed history of contributing towards positive development outcomes, and resource-rich and/or resource-dependent nations have struggled to leverage natural 

resource development towards broader economic diversification and sustained growth. Resource development undertaken today will undoubtedly impact a nation for generations to come, therefore the need for good sector governance, strong institutions and highly skilled professionals to develop and implement sound policies, laws and regulatory oversight is paramount to deriving lasting benefits. These new abyssal relations aim to address this. 
By Sainivalati Navoti 

Chief of SIDS Unit  
Division for Sustainable Development 
UN DESA 
sai.navoti@un.org 

3. Upcoming Events- FAO
Pacific Week of Agriculture (16-20 October, 2017)  This celebration will take place in Vanuatu and bring together all Pacific Island countries and territories, and four developed countries with direct interests in the region. There will be a series of events related to agriculture and tourism as well as technical meetings. Towards the end of the week, there will be a Ministerial meeting (agriculture and forestry) at which important discussions on the way forward for agriculture and forestry will be discussed. The way forward for the GAP will also be discussed, and FAO Sub regional Office for the Pacific Islands(SAP) is developing a Pacific GAP strategy.  
The High-Level Roundtable (11 November, 2017) This roundtable with the Heads of Government of the Pacific will be held in Rome in November. On their way to Bonn for COP23, Heads of Government will make a stopover in Rome to be received by Pope Francis. 

Africa’s Blue Economy: A Policy Handbook  by UNECA The Blue Economy can play a major role in Africa’s structural transformation. The approach advocated in the “Africa’s Blue Economy: A Policy Handbook” is premised in the sustainable use, management and conservation of aquatic and marine ecosystems and associated resources. Through better linkages to other sectors of the economy, it situates the aquatic and marine economies as part of integrated ecosystem services based on the harvesting of living and non-living resources, benefitting both costal, island states and landlocked countries. Thirty-eight of the fifty-four African States are coastal States and more than 90 percent of Africa’s imports and exports are conducted by sea. Maritime zones under Africa’s jurisdiction total about 13 million square kilometres including territorial seas and approximately 6.5 million square kilometres of the continental shelf. Mauritius with its 1850 square kilometres is one of the smallest countries in Africa and in the world but with its territorial waters, it becomes a country with 1.9 million square kilometres, the size of South Africa. This Policy Handbook, offers a step by step guide to help African member States to better mainstream the Blue Economy into their national development plans, strategies, policies and laws.  More information:  https://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/PublicationFiles/blue-eco-
policy-handbook_eng_1nov.pdf

17 
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Section II - Recent Activities 

Presentation of VNR from SIDS (Belize and Maldives) during HLPF 2017 
In 2014, the SIDS Accelerated Modalities for 

Action (SAMOA) Pathway was agreed by the 
international community as a blueprint for the further 
implementation of the sustainable development of Small 
Island Developing States (SIDS). One year later, the “2030 
Agenda” with its17 Sustainable Development Goals was 
adopted by the UNGA in September 2015. The 2030 
Agenda confirmed the High Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development (HLPF) as the central UN 
platform for the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda, 
and that the HLPF under the auspices of ECOSOC will 
carry out regular voluntary reviews of implementation.  
For SIDS, the 2030 Agenda is the main vehicle through 
which the Samoa Pathway can be implemented. These 
countries have now, begun to focus their attention on the 
structures and strategies that must be put in place to 
implement the 2030 Agenda. The Voluntary National 
reviews (VNRs) present an opportunity for SIDS to assess 
progress and challenges on the road to implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda.  In 2016 Samoa was the first SIDS 
country to present its VNR. In 2017 two SIDS -Belize and 
Maldives presented VNRs. Following is an overview of 
these two presentations  Belize’s “Horizon 2030: National 
Development Framework 2010-2030” guides long-term 
national development planning and establishes a set of 
development goals and targets for the country. To guide 
SDG implementation in the medium-term, Belize has 

adopted the “Growth and Sustainable Development 
Strategy (GSDS) 2016-2020”. The Strategy aims to 
improve quality life for all Belizeans. For this purpose, 
four critical success factors have been identified;  

1) Optimal National Income & Investment

2) Social Cohesion Resilience

3) National Environmental, Historical and Cultural
Assessment

4) Governance & Citizen Security.

Under each of these critical success factors, Belize will 
strengthen institutional arrangements thus ensuring that 
interlinkages and over laps between goals are addressed 
and gaps are identified. Four technical committees 
related to the critical success factors have been created to 
review, modify and approve reports from state and non-
state sources on progress towards achievement of the 
goals. These reports are then sent to a Chief Executive 
Officer’s caucus along with recommendations, for 
onward transmission to the Prime Minister's office. The 
Ministries of Economic Development and Environment 
and Sustainable Development provide secretariat 
support to the process . 

 for Implementation



The Cowrie 

19 

ThT e Co Section 2. Recent Activities 

 
  Like many of the SIDS, Maldives faces 

significant challenges in all three dimensions of 
sustainable development which are exacerbated by 
vulnerability to climate change and internal and 
external shocks. The geographic insularity, 
dispersed population among numerous island and 
high transaction costs result in limited potential for 
economies of scale.  Despite these challenges, Maldives 
has been successful in implementing of the Millennium 
Development Goals and achieved a ‘MDG plus’ status. 
The country made substantial progress in eradicating 
extreme poverty, achieving universal education and 
health care and protecting terrestrial and marine 
biodiversity. Maldives has announced the will to 
continue its efforts on the SDGs by building on the 
successes of the MDGS and to focus efforts where 
progress has been slower such as empowering women, 
strengthening mechanisms of governance and justice, 
minimizing economic disparity and sustainable 
consumption and production to ensure no Maldivian is 
left behind. 

With regard to the institutional arrangement for 
the implementation of SDGS, the National Ministerial 
Coordination Committee, provides overall policy 
guidance and political support. The Ministerial 
Committee is supported by a Technical Committee on 
SDGs, which brings together experts from various 
government institutions and civil society. The two 
committees together ensure country ownership and 
broad participation that will be critical for the successful 
implementation of SDGs. The SDGs Division at the 
Ministry of Environment and Energy coordinates work 
related to the implementation of SDGs including 
monitoring, reporting and follow-up on the 
implementation process.  

The voluntary commitments cover various 
topics covered during the Ocean Conference and targets 
of SDG 14, such as and  “Introduce legal framework to 
reduce plastic pollution”, “Scaling up the Marine 
Conservation fund launched on October 2015-
Improving marine scientific research and safeguarding 
marine resources of the Maldives through sustainable 
harvest”, “Avoid and Intercept ocean plastics by the 
fisheries industry of the Maldives”, “Implementation 
of strengthened and coordinated Monitoring, 
Control and Surveillance scheme to prevent, deter 
and eliminate IUU fishing” made by Ministry of Fisheries 
and Agriculture 

Both Belize and Maldives recognized the 
importance of an inclusive and participatory 

of different stakeholders in the 
implementation of SDGS which also contributes to 
awareness-raising. During the presentations

, it was demonstrated that 
preparations for VNRs at the national level had 
mobilized various stakeholders from governments  
private sector

 to generate the momentum for 
implementation. Furthermore, this process assists 
countries to identify gaps, challenges and 
support planning process at the national level 
which is important also in regards to 
partnerships with development partners to 
prioritize areas for support.  Considering all these, it 
is strongly recommended that more SIDS present 
VNRs to make known to the international 
community of the efforts and progress SIDS are making 
as well as define areas where support is necessary 
from national and international development 
partners. Next year  more SIDS, Singapore, 
Jamaica  and 
Bahamas has announced their plans to present and 
more is encouraged in the future HLPFs.  
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Authors for IPCC’s Special Report on the Ocean and 
Cryosphere in a Changing Climate Selectede Intergovernmental  on imate hange ) has invited 101 experts from 41 countries to begin work on the  Report on the Ocean and ryosphere in a hanging limate C) as oordinating Lead Authors, d s d         e ee                   t    t to       e   e       e      e    e      e e       s  d             e          g             ea  e     e    ,            e           t  t  e e  e e    a g  

     ,    p              o    e e     pe    a      g                9      e     d  d s d              II            e      ea   d s     s   
The full list of Coordinating Lead Authors, Lead Authors and Review Editors 
is here:  http://www.ipcc.ch/report/authors/.  

    
IPCC Press Office Email: ipcc-media@wmo.int , 

What is the IPCC: 
https://www.ipcc.ch/news_and_events/docs/factsheets/FS_what_ipcc.pdf 

1st High-level Pacific Blue Economy 
Conference Concludes with a Blueprint 
for Pacific Islands  

e              l    d  c  e   n       c             iji         e    N      c      e     a    e e   e    e     g      e e  e      e e   e      e      e e   s      e e   , l ,        

,                ,           d        g       00    t      y      e     e  ,                    l 
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     t      e   For more 
information, please follow the link below: 
http://pacificidf.org/1st-high-level-pacific-blue-economy-
conference/  

Guest speakers : 
http://pacificidf.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/PBEC-Guest-
Speakers-Highlight.pdf  

For further information please contact: 

Nitish Narayan - Team Leader Strategic Communication, PIF 
nnarayan@pacificidf.org  
secretariat@pacificidf.org 
www.pacificidf.org 

UNESCO’s recent activities on Ensuring a Robust and Reliable Tsunami Warning 
and Mitigation System for the Pacific Region.  
1. 5th regional meeting of the Pacific Tsunami Warning Systems (PTWS)The O  Oceanographic Commission ) Pacific Tsunami Warning   g   i g   r             g        o    t to   g      g      y  ed         d s d     , ,         t      e .  e  ed e s       e es  e   i       g    t     o      .    
For more information: 

   

2.Tsunami warning training for Fiji, 10-14, July  o t  t o     o  t        e                        g r    iji  4  17 t   , a , , .       e e  p                  h t                 For more information: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/apia/about-this-office/single-
view/news/tsunami_warning_training_for_fiji/  

3.Avaia Lefaga - Samoa’s first tsunami ready community. e,  e    ,    e   c              as e  e    as    ed e    e        e s  c       e  a ad       ,  e,    ,    d s  s s d       t to      s   s  s     to           t    to   
For more information:   

Section 2. Recent Activities 
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Pacific leads High Ambition Coalition for maritime 
Shipping emission reduction  

          to  t        t   e    a   e       , e     r g        t      e   e     g       e     e   ir   to    e     e                  e e e    t    o     t    g      t                    r g    r g          e  e  e     e  e  e      s d   d  ll   s  s        e      to   t  o   5   e      a    e  e  d   d    s d s    ss   g      ,     
For any further information please contact: 
Nitish Narayan Team Leader Strategic Communication  
PACIFIC ISLAND DEVELOPMENT FORUM SECRETARIAT 
nnarayan@pacificidf.org  
secretariat@pacificidf.org     

Mr. Cornie HUIZENGA - Secretary General, Partnership on Sustainable 
Low Carbon Transport speaks on the PPMC Initiative, Bunker 
emissions post-Paris, NDCS and SDGs during the PIDF Side Event on 
The High Ambition Coalition for Shipping Emissions Reduction. Marshall Islands and Solomon Islands        meeting       calling  hipping      ackling climate  ausing      with,      e   egrees 

 e  s e  e   e  d     c    ,                  r      eed  a ap   s e   e e   e as   r             n n.    c      c  t     d   ds d          r    e ed       y          g        to            

Section 2. Recent Activities 



The Cowrie 

 

ThT e Co

Official Launch of Global Action Programme:
Addressing unique nutrition and climate change challenges for SIDS countries    e   e        4                           ss     d    s d     t to               s d s  l  ss    –           y         t        e          a   e  
Focus on the SIDS  s d         g     g                e   

 to     o  e  e       g   n       to        g                g      e     e                e   a  e                   s d s d  s            e e e         t                         d d    s s    g    n  
Full text of the Global Action Programme 
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2017 Pacific Year for the Oceans #myoceanmatters Photo 
Contest Winners Announced  

    74     t       y     7           t      e  20       t    g   ir       to t        o   g               ”,        e   e e e e     e     t                e  a   a                    e    e        20            
Photos courtesy - PIDF Strategic Communications Unit, Pacific Year for the Ocean 2017, #myoceanmatters campaign. 

Winners 

   
Photographer: Grahame Stageman (grayandsanya@connect.com.fj) 
Location: Nasese, Suva, Fiji t   Camakau under the moon     17  e   e  e  a e    e       e                      o    t  ot    t     t   o  
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Photographer: Lee Arkhie 
Perez (leearkhieperez@gmail.com) 
Where: Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia t   Sunset in Sokeh's    e p             t  t    to   t to    

   
Photographer: David Lum (dave_fj@hotmail.com) 

When & Where: 13th March, 2017- Queen 
Elizabeth Drive, Suva, Fiji. t   Sustenance Through Harmony in 
Nature   s    s     d s  d         e   e   e    As   d s     ld s   s d         g      r  

    a  
Photographer: Chelsie C. Gumabon 
Location: Guam, March 9, 2017          to      t   o o       t  
For any further information please contact: 
Nitish Narayan Team Leader Strategic Communication  
PACIFIC ISLAND DEVELOPMENT FORUM SECRETARIAT 
nnarayan@pacificidf.org  
secretariat@pacificidf.org     
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Section III Partnerships 
Pacific Launch Green Business Centre, New Partnership for Private Sector 
Engagement in SDG e           t           e    e  e         e e       e e     e e  .       P        .  e    e  a      g         o  to         e e e    a ,   e    e           g    to t        
New Partnership for the Pacific with the Global Green Growth Institute 

In efforts to bring transformational change through mainstreaming the reen economic , PIDF undertook formal partnership with the  Green Growth Institute (GGGI). This partnership ows exchanges and discussions held ith the GGGI Pacific office here in Suva over the ast 18 months and PIDF’s participation in the GGGI Annual Summit held last September 2016 on Jeju Island, South Korea. During the official Memorandum of Understanding(MoU)  ceremony with the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) 

  e    y       a       o  e         t           d      d  m       e             o    s s d   l     ,        e e                    e   e     p   o  t   t  e     e e    p  a  e  e p   o              ,        
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Our Oceans, Our Islands, Our Future 

“The voyage to a resilient and sustainable future is not one that is taken alone, but by a movement of cities, states, 
islands and countries working together to shape the future we want.”   H.E. Tommy E. Remengesau Jr., President 
of Palau at the UN Oceans Conference 

With the leadership of H.E. Tommy E. Remengesau Jr., President of Palau, H.E. Vincent Meriton, Vice-President of 
Seychelles, The Hon. Kedrick Pickering, Deputy Premier of the British Virgin Islands, Ambassador Spencer Thomas of 
Grenada, alongside members and friends, the Global Island Partnership coordinated a series of events that 
demonstrated the leadership of islands united in strong partnerships to implement Sustainable Development Goal 
14 and support strong outcomes for the UN Oceans Conference held in New York at the United Nations. 

Connected through the Global Island Partnership these leaders have been at the forefront of demonstrating the value 
of collaboration, by reaching across ocean regions to form effective partnerships around climate change, 
sustainability, and conservation. The interconnectedness of marine and island problems--and solutions—only 
underscores the importance of these partnerships. 

From UNSIDS in Apia to COP21 in Paris and recently the UN Oceans Conference in New York, the Global Island 
Partnership is mobilizing a movement of island leaders and their supporters taking action to build island resilience. 
To build on this momentum and to support strong outcomes for the UNFCCC COP 23 and Fiji as COP President, the 
Global Island Partnership is coordinating events at COP 23 to showcase island leadership in resilience.  

To learn more about the outcomes of the Global Island Partnership at the UN Oceans Conference, please read the 
Event Spotlight.  

For more information on the Global Island Partnership go to:  
www.glispa.org or email Jessica Robbins (jessica.robbins@glispa.org),  
Partnerships Manager of Global Island Partnership.   

Kate Brown of GLISPA, Ambassador Dr. Spencer Thomas of Grenada, Deputy Premier Kedrick Pickering of British Virgin 
Islands, President Tommy Remengesau Jr. of Palau, Vice-President Vincent Meriton of Seychelles and Mayor Perla 
Cecilia Tun Pech of Cozumel united in the Global Island Partnership. 
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Section VI Upcoming Events

SUMMARY OF UPCOMING SIDS RELATED EVENTS  7          
29-30
Sept

Glen Cove 
Mansion, Long 
Island, NY 

SIDS Retreat UN DESA 

2-5 Oct Port of Spain, 
Trinidad and 
Tobago 

Regional Workshop: “Sandwatch: a 
combined approach to climate change 
adaptation and Education for 
Sustainable Development”  

UNESCO, Trinidad and 
Tobago National 
Commission for 
UNESCO 

26-27
Oct

Port Vila, 
Vanuatu 

SIDS Expert Group Meeting: “Resilient 
urban development in SIDS: harnessing 
opportunities for enhanced 
connectivity” 

OHRLLS 

16-20
Oct

Vanuatu Pacific Week of Agriculture FAO 

11 Nov FAO, Rome High-Level Roundtable FAO 

23 Oct     FAO, Rome 09:00 – 
18:30 

Seminar: “Aquaculture and Blue 
Growth Development Opportunities in 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS)” 

FAO 
http://www.fao.org/cof
i/aq/73970/en 

26 Oct     FAO, Rome 09:00 – 
11:00 

COFI-SCA Agenda Item: “Aquaculture in 
the Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS): Blue Growth Opportunities for 
SIDS in a changing climate” 

FAO 9th COFI Sub-
Committee on 
Aquaculture 
http://www.fao.org/cof
i/aq/73970/en 

25-27
Oct

Bali, Indonesia 10:00-
16:00 

Fourth Intergovernmental Review 
Meeting of the Global Programme of 
Action for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment from Land-based 
Activities 

UN Environment 

23-24
Oct 20

Bali, Indonesia 09:00 –
17:00 

Global Conference on Land-Ocean 
connections 

UN Environment

4-6 Dec.
2017

Nairobi, Kenya 10:00 – 
18:00 

Third Session of UN Environment 
Assembly 

UN Environment 

7-9 Dec.
2017

Nairobi, Kenya 09:00-
18:00 

International Coral Reef Initiative 
General Meeting 

ICRI Secretariat and UN 
Environment 




