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Mr. Chairman, Excdlencies, distinguished ddegates, ladies and gentlemen:

Itisagreat pleasureto be ableto addressthe 12" session of the Commission on Sustainable Devel opment
and thefirst sesson of thereview cyclefocusing on implementation. Thelegacy of the Johannesturg Summit
has provided a clear sense of direction. It has posed to use the three chalenges of implementation,
regiondization and partnership.

In September 2000 a the UN’s Millennium Assembly, and again two years later at the Johannesburg
Summit, Governments undertook to meet aseries of measurable, time-bound targetsand godss, including to
provide increased accessto safe water and sanitation, and to take stepsto improvethe lives of urban dum
dwedlersin the world's human settlements. These are noble godsin themselves.

In follow up to the WSSD, UNEP, at its 22 Governing Council/Globa Ministeria Environment Forum
(GCIGMEF), devoted itsMinigterid segment to areview of thesetargets, resulting in anumber of decisons
on the measures needed to achieve the water and sanitation related goas, aswell asthose of relevanceto
the smdl idand developing States (SIDS). In thisregard, 10 years after Barbados, we must summon the
will to address the critica problems facing SIDS.

The implementation efforts recommended by the GC/GMEF have been undertaken within the overal
framework of an expanded UNEP Water Policy and Strategy, and through support to regiond initiatives
that recognize the pecificities of each geographica zone.

Achieving the gods on this sesson’ s agendais not only relevant to God 7 of environmenta sustainability,
but centrd to achieving gods rdated to reducing child mortality, combating malariaand other preventable
diseases, eradicating extreme poverty and hunger and empowering women. The achievement of better
human hedth and well-being, particularly of the planet’s most vulnerable populations, is as dependent as
ever onthe hedth of our natural environment. Furthermore, it isa so dependent on an honest assessment o
the legd and indtitutiona congtraints that have to be addressed.

The facts concerning water and sanitation are clear, UNEP Globa Environment Outlook reports estimate
that in a few decades, approximately one-third of the world's population will suffer from chronic weater
shortages,; and nearly asmuch presently do not have accessto adequate sanitation facilities. The pressures
of aburgeoning human population, especidly in the urban areas of the developing world, the expansion of

agricultura production and water-intensveindustrial development, aswell astheimpacts of unsustaingble
human activity have dl contributed to the current Sate of affairs. It isnot only a criss of availability of

water, but a crigs of invesment and managemen.

To provide only one example, with respect to human settlements, a recent UNEP study has found that
megacities such as Bangkok, Buenos Aires, Cairo, Beijing, Cacutta, Dhaka, Jakarta, London, Manila,
Mexico City, Shangha and Tehran, dl of which have more than 10 million inhabitants and rely on fas-
disappearing groundwater supplies, face a very uncertain future. It is very clear that the pursuit of
sugtainable development is the only true security policy for our future generations.



The CSD last year identified the cluster of targets related to water, sanitation and human settlements as
issues for initid review this year and next. We must begin our review by addressing what has happened
since Johannesburg. How have we moved towards implementation? What are the congraints holding us
back? Isit aquestion of resources or political will?

Equally important, we must showcase the success stories, the partnerships, and the best practicesin each of
the targeted areas s0 that others may build upon their practica and replicable approaches. The joint
UNEP-UN-Habitat projects on Water for African and Asan Cities offer an example of how knowledge
could be shared effectively within regions.

CSD12isdso thefirgt sesson to benefit from aseries of regiona implementation forums, severd of which
UNEP played akey rolein organizing, notably the meetings for Latin Americaand the Caribbean and for
Africa

UNEP s Governing Council, at the recent session of its Globa Minigteria Environment Forum, focused its
attention on these issues as well, exploring the environmenta aspects of each — the protection and
susgtainable use of our water resources, the provision of environmentally sound sanitation services, and the
improvement of human settlements and public hedlth.

Mesting on the beautiful idand of Jgu, inthe Republic of Korea, the GM EF was privileged to be addressed
at itsopening session by Chairman Brende. He chdlenged the 90 Minigters, from more than 150 Member
States, to exercise the needed |eadership, within their own Governments and in the broader internationa
policy arena, to meet our commitmentsto improve the lives of the billions of people across the world who
demand our attention.

The Minigters dso benefited from the input of the participants a the Fifth UNEP Globa Civil Society
Forum, whose contribution, | understand, is available at the back of the room.

Whilethe GMEF President, HisExcdllency Mr. Arcado Ntagazwa, Minigter of Statefor the Environment of
the United Republic of Tanzania, will be briefing you later on the full outcome of the Jgu session, dlow me
to highlight afew issuesthat | consder of crucid importance to CSD12's agenda.

Key among the decisons taken at the GM EF was the endorsement of the* Jgu Initiative’, which reflected
the discussons of the Ministers and heads of del egations on the environmenta dimensionsof variouswater—
related themes.

IWRM involves a variety of environmenta dimensions, as well as assessment and monitoring, capacity
building and the sharing of sustainable technologies, among other things. UNEP' s own water policy and
grategy fully incorporates such an approach.



From assessment and monitoring, to policy development and implementation, UNEP activities include:

-- The Global International Waters Assessment (GIWA) project, which has begun to issue thefirst of its 66
regiondly-based reports on the health of transboundary water bodies, seas, rivers, lakes, underground aquifers,
and their ecosystems in terms of the environmental and social economic impacts;

-- The Global Environment Monitoring System (GEM S)/Water quality assessment programme, and regional
assessments of the impacts of land-based activities in support of the Global Programme of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment. In connection with the GPA’s work, the White Water to Blue Water
Initiative for the Caribbean region, and the upcoming Hilltops to Oceans Conference in Australia are both examples
of UNEP partnerships designed to promote integrated watershed and marine-based ecosystems management in
support of sustainable development with the support of the EU and US governments.

-- UNEP has also undertaken groundwater vulnerability assessments, notably last year’s major report on
groundwater and its susceptibility to degradation.

In addition, UNEP has promoted the need for intergovernmental dialogue on water in al regions, and actively
supported African Governments in the establishment of the African Ministerial Conference on Water (AMCOW)
as well as the African process for the protection, management and development of the coastal and marine
environments in the region building on our Regional Seas Programme. In this context, UNEP has been closely
involved in the development of the environmental component of the New Partnership for Africa (NEPAD).

The exchange and dissemination of information on sound policy responses and cost-effective technol ogies must
also be promoted. Through its Collaborating Centre on Water and Environment, in Denmark, UNEP provides
implementation support, and through the International Environmental Technology Centre (IETC), in Japan, UNEP
has provided assistance in identifying and assessing appropriate technologies, particularly for urban areas.

Another new initiative of several UN agencies—the 10 Keysfor Municipa Wastewater Collection and Treatment—
aims at accelerating the provision of water and sanitation services by promoting successful schemes, tried and
tested in one country, so they can be replicated elsewhere on the globe.

There is no point in reinventing the wheel. There are real life examples. If we can replicate them, where
appropriate, | believe we can go along way towards meeting the water and sanitation targets agreed to at WSSD
and find solutions that balance the needs of the varied water users with the needs of the natural environment.

UNEP takes its responsibility to provide the environmental dimension of the sustainable devel opment discussion
very seriously. Todo any lesswould be adisserviceto our basic constituency, the billions across the globe who
deserve and demand the best of each and every one of us.

Thank you.



