


TYPOLOGY

MULTI-LEVEL
POLICY AND PRACTICE



CENTRES OF 
EXCELLENCE

STAKEHOLDERS



•CAPACITY BUILDING

•APPRAISAL
•CONCEPTS

•PRACTICAL TOOLS

•VISIONING AND STRATEGIC PLANNING
•PRACTICAL PLANS



•ACTION
•BENCHMARKING
•DECREASE THE CHAOS

•FROM FIELD TO POLICY OPTIONS
•MONITORING OF INVESTMENTS AND 
RESULTS



•COMMUNITIES OF 
PRACTICE
•DIFFUSION
•KNOWLEDGE SYNTHESIS

•REDUCE THE CHAOS
•POLICY
•CLEAR PRIORITES AND OBJECTIVES
•CAPACITY BUILDING
•DIVERSIFIED STRATEGIES
•STRATEGIC BALANCE
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Optimizing multiple 

use  

economically 

justified; 

 limited number of 
sites available for 

new systems 

Reduce. Merge or 

neglect due to low 

reliability 

Convert to type 3 or 

4 
Convert to different 

crops/land use 

Increasing energy 

costs 

Crop diversification 

Rice phases out 

economically 
justified; limited 

number of sites 

available for new 

systems 

Highly flexible 

Farmers decide 

Market rules 

(export possibilities) 

(manymers use 
pumps) 

 

urnanizationOptimizi

ng multiple use 

(environment, 

drainage isuues, per-
urban agriculture, 

urbanization) ; more 

crop diversification 

not economically 

justified by 

agriuclutre alone 

but may expand; 
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Anticipate on 

multiple uses 

Improve, modernize 

(endless) 

Inherent limitations 

of supply 

Likely reduction due 

to energy costs (for 

paddy) 

Highly flexible 

Farmers decide 

Market rules 

(export possibilities) 

(several farmers use 

pumps) 

Optimize multiple use 

Expensive drainage 

(environment, 

drainage isuues, per-

urban agriculture, 

urbanization) 
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Too expensive for 
rice but plan for 

future or multi-

purpose structure 

 low costs 
Comparative 

advantage 

(compared with 

oither options) 

Affordable 
investment 

Subsidized O&M 

Highly flexible 
Farmers decide 

Market rules 

(export possibilities) 

(some rich farmers 

use pumps) 

Developing paddy 
systems 

Not yet urbanization 



SUCCESS (?)

• Malaysia

• China

• Karnataka

• Royal Irrigation 

Department, Thailand

• Vietnam

• From 

contrarian to 

consensus

• ASEAN

• Regional 

policy

• WB down. 

ADB up

•Validation

•New concepts

•New tools

•Evidence-based

•From AP through Rome to 

other regions

•Istanbul WWF5

•ICID

What helped:

•No money

•No power of coercion

•Things that help people

•Focus on people who 

want to move, don’t waste 

time on others



Re-inventing irrigation and agricultural 

water governance in the Asia Pacific to meet 

the Millennium Development Goals

A regional programme to support action at all levels 
through knowledge sharing, capacity building and 

implementation



5 inter-related components

1. Development of communities of practice for policy 

makers, implementing agencies, water resources and 

irrigation system managers, water user and farmer 

organizations

2. A knowledge hub for a knowledge network on 

irrigation and groundwater governance

3. Supporting action in representative basins and 

their groundwater systems: support to 7 basin 

centres of excellence/reference,  to functional 

centres of excellence /reference within these basins

4. Development and adoption of regional guidelines 

for monitoring investment and results including a 

harmonized regional irrigation benchmarking system

5. Mobilization of the professional community in the 




