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Purpose

e Engage students in using the tools and concepts of
geography to see how their communities can be
made more sustainable

e Raise awareness of the importance of geography
and geographic technologies to issues of
sustainable development

e Foster critical thinking and stewardship by youth
around the world




Partnership

e Association of American Geographers, Secretariat
e ESRI, Inc.

e National Geographic Society

e United Nations Environment Programme

e US Department of Agriculture

e Inter-American Development Bank

e US Department of State

e US Agency for International Development

e NOAA, USGS, GLOBE, GeoEye, ATG, and others...
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Outcomes of First Phase

e 2091 Resource Kits sent out to 103 countries
e 218 Student Projects submitted from 27 countries
e 514 Mentors registered from 63 countries

e Showcased at many international events
— WSSD in Johannesburg, UNCSD series of meetings
— IDB Annual Meeting in Milan

— ESRI International User Conferences
— AAG Annual Meetings, etc.




MyCOE Student Participation
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Ongoing Programs

Maintain Flexible Partnerships

Develop Two-Tier Participation
— E-communities and Web Library
— Specific Funded Activities

Address Partner Missions and Constituencies

Link to Global Objectives
— Millennium Development Goals
— United Nations CSD
— UN Decade of Education for SD

Regional Focal and Thematic Initiatives
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2007-2008 Biodiversity Initiative in Central America

MVCOE partners are supporting interdisciplinary and multh
nectoral tearnh of Unkversity students bnd their menon 1o
leam pecgraphic techniques for research  appfications
around protected aress, theestened species, and related
topks. A weeklong handion workshop In Panama in
Jasary 2008 trained 25 paricipes on 12 Blodheriity
Teams from Colombla, Panama, Honduras, Domimican
Republic, Nicaragua, Mexico, and Guatemala

Through this two-year program, MyCOE & building the
geographic technalogy capacity in Central America to protect
biodiversity wdeg G5, remote ensing and geospatial
anabytical techiques desgned for such applications.  The
mgram & stio. srwngthanky colibcraiion amorg. the
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Shadents and their mentors were competitively selected for
their long-term potential to comribuie to the negion’s
Biodiversity ixues. in addition 1o the workihop, they receive
resources such as free GIS saftware from ESR1, tutorials, and
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Towm projicts use grographic information and techesiogies
a3 powerful component that facilftates new kindi of
research, provide high level educational experience. and
optimice complex Wudies toward blological conservation:
from identifying coffee landscapes as biciogical cormidons to
serving a3 8 fremework foe partiipathe  ecological
restoration: from analyiing the danger of extinction of
marine turtles dus 1o Begal extraction 1o Sudyieg public
arboreal spaces and urban biodversity, our exceptional
Eroup of MyCOE participants are well on their way to making
a @fference. using tools and concepts of geagraphy to
pentect our planet and our human habitat. L]
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My Community, Our Earth: Geographic Learning for Sustainable Development

Building Capacity for Environmental Education in South Asia

1 teachens in the Musiom Ao of Aindonas,
Pl I by 38 wai 1 eI I 3T
AT TS T TSR 1A MATTEY,
wning, ol Gk

1V e enapne scarnce igh Schoors Saather
Mindenag Compes in the Tk Carict of Mintal, avas

MyCOE is promating the use af Geography, GIS and GPS
10 improve emvironmental education in South Asia,
developing tallored new materiats and ready-to-use
lesson plans for teachers at high school levehs to
ncorporate fleld experiences in their dassrooms.
Materials and tutorials are based upon freely available
data, lessans, and software, including ESAI's AEIEE, sa
teachers everywhere in the region can access the
technalogies at no cost.

The program will also provide travel suppart to attend a
warkshog in Davao, May 2008, and GPS equipment ta
35 secondary school teachers competitively selected
from more than 200 applcants in the Muslim Region of
Mindanso, Philippines. The workihop will welcome the
participants with a greeting from US Amassador to the
Philippines, Kristie Kenney, on avid supporier of
environmental research and educaticn in the country.

Capacity bullding and materials broach topics that
inchude natural disastens such as earthquakes, tsunamis,
and flooding; ecoregions; ervironmental pallution;
collection of local field data; watershed management:
climate change; health and others.

MyLOE s creating new online support mechanisms,
including @ dignal libeary, a e-commumity, and a
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pac g wilki ies for teacher-
led follow-on activities 1o apply new techniques in their
schoals and share skills with other teachers. -

e © @

DV ircOt porticipants guther in Tur, Tl for
nefwarking and troining. Acsguit 17-15. J00K, roinciding
e i entions GeOgrARAG inkam ConfeeTnce

.

0 e grou-baved projest apsoeh s in MOF
PO i T o iges e 0 end
e 0 Ty eogage e DN

My Community, Our Earth: Geographic Learning for Sustainable Development
d Science Education

the Muslim World

MyCOE &5 promoting the use of geography and GIS 1o
support basic math and science education in the Musim
Workd, Woeking with colaborators in the Middie East,
Marih Africa, and In the US, MyCOE is Improving the
avalability of innovative educational resources and GIS
‘software in Arsbic for K-12 teachers i the region

MyCOE b providing capackty training in the wwe of
geefraphic technologies and hands-on active pedagogy
that engages youth in math and science for 25 sducaton
from Tumisla, Bahrain, Egypt, lrael, Jordan, Lebanon,
Qatar, Saudl Arabla, UAL and Yemen, ielected
compatitvely from across the ragion. Teachers will
recetve travel support as well as newly translated
materiah. including adapted award-winning geography
brarning rescurces and technology tools such 4 the freely
awaiable E5R1 AEIEE software for educators in Arabic.

An Important element of the program focuses on
L % in primary and secondary math and
sience education 10 3 more interacthe, Randion
approach that promaotes the development of opinion
formulation, fact-based decision-making. critical-thinking
and probleen-sobving skl This i accomplished uuing
geography and GIS as an interdiciplinary pedagogical
Araenerwerk, These skilis enabile citiness 1o make iformed
decisions for their communities that acvance democracy
and help them ba increase thelr employment cptions.

Participants will alio become master trainen themselves
serve a3 resources for their coeagues back in their
lozal commasnities. -
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Top Ten Lessons Learned

e Stay on Message: “Geography Matters”

e Create multiple pathways for participation
teachers - mentors - students - experts

e Recognize participants, partners, & champions

e Design responsive & flexible opportunities for
partners to engage and contribute

e Strategic planning & steering committee
e Adopt continual improvement strategies
feedback - assessment - evaluation

Top Ten Lessons Learned

Pursue funding & resources as continuous cycle
Increase partnership’s human resource capacity
staffing abilities - ICT - matrix management
capturing talents of volunteers - turnover
Forge linkages among sectors

academic institutions - government agencies -
private business - nonprofit - civil society

Ensure long-term stable Secretariat (AAG 100y+)
® Produce and communicate results




Thank you!

Dr. Patricia Solis
Director of Research and Outreach
Association of American Geographers
1710 Sixteenth Street NW
Washington, DC 20009-3198
Telephone 202-234-1450 ext. 222
Direct Line 202-558-7491
Fax 202-234-2744

Apartado 0838-01881, Zona 12
Ciudad de Panamd, Panamd
Oficina +(507) 239-0428
Celular 6-618-8159

psolis@aag.org




