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Cuenca was founded in 1557 in the south 
mountain range of Ecuador 

From 17 
blocks in the 
shape of 
checkerboard 
to a city of 
600.000 

population. 
 



HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
  

Productive zone crossed by 
four  rivers 



Legacy of the colony: simple constructions, 
conformation of the first neighborhoods 

Fragmento de fotografía  38 publicada 
en Cuenca Tradicional 

Fragmento de fotografía 1894, col. privada 
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XIX CENTURY- Neoclassical and historicist influence 

Colegio Benigno Malo, 1923  
Archivo fotográfico Pumapungo Hotel Internacional, 

1927 
Col. privada 

Escuela de Medicina , 1916     
Col. privada 
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Modern move in the first half of the XX Century 

Old House of Cabildo, 1864 was replace by the City Hall,   1962 Col. privada 
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Contemporaneous architecture 
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Replacement of old buildings in the тлΩǎ 

Foto: Archivo Histórico Pumapungo 

Modernization and development 

¢
I
9
 
т
л
Ω
{

 



HERITAGE VALUE BEGINS 



Between 1975 and 
1978 young people 
under the direction of 
Architect Patricio 
Muñoz walk through 
the historical center 
raising information and 
photographing it 
according to the record 
cards designed for the 
project. 
  
1017 buildings and 1 
bridge are recorded for 
being historic, esthetic 
and technologic 
relevant.  

1975-1978 
In 1975 blocks with 
at least one 
valuable building 
are registered for 
immovables 
conservation. 
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THANKS TO THIS MANAGEMENT 
INSTRUMENT IS POSSIBLE THE 
DECLARATION OF CUENCA AS 
MONUMENTAL HERITAGE  

1975-1978 
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In 1982 a second inventory is done, 

this set the fundamental basis to the 

declaration of Cuenca as Nation 

Heritage. The 1982 inventory 

specifies the buildings to conserve 

depending on the degree of 

conservation, formal aesthetic 

characteristics, state of construction, 

relation to the environment, degree 

of buildability and uses (Jaramillo, 

2008), it also divide the Historical 

Center in three zones: First order 

area, Respect area and Special areas.  

1982-1983 
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1982 - 1983 

 

Declaration of 
Historical Center of 
Cuenca as Cultural 
Heritage of the 
Nation. (29 de marzo 
de 1982). 

 

Delimitate the 
Historical Center in 
First order area, 
Respect area and 
Special areas (224,14 
Ha). 

 

With this 
management 
instrument is created 
the Ordinance for the 
Control and 
Administration of the 
Historical Center 
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1999 

CUENCA, CULTURAL HERITAGE OF HUMANITY. 

As prerequisites for the Declaration of Cuenca as Cultural Heritage of the Humanity this 
inventory had to be done. These takes as reference previous inventories to select the 
immovable that need to be inventory, a meticulous identification of uses, architectural 
description and recommendations to maintain this buildings is done. The quality of the 
architectural study and the amount of photography makes the difference between this 
inventory and the previous ones. 
 
2117 buildings are classified in three groups: 
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