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Introduction

■ Consultant for governments, NGOs, and international 
organizations

■ From
– Seoul, South Korea
■ Education
– PhD in Sustainable Development from Columbia University
■ Research interests
– Energy access and development economics, energy-water (and 

potentially food) nexus, program evaluation 
– Areas of research include Malawi, Ethiopia, India, Vietnam, etc.
■ Non-research interests



Why Sustainable 
Development?
■ Step forward from green growth

■ Many of the pressing challenges of the 21st century are 
environmental. 

– Population growth
– Urbanization
– Rising sea-level and increasing global temperatures

– Complex and multifaceted understanding needed



Sustainable Development

■ “Development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs. It contains within it two key concepts: 

– the concept of needs, in particular the essential needs of the 
world's poor, to which overriding priority should be given; and 

– the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology and 
social organization on the environment's ability to meet 
present and future needs.”

– From 1987 Common Future Report of Bruntland Commission 





CO2, 450,000 Years Ago–Present















Realities we face

■ Global unemployment rate for youth in 2016: ~ 13.1% (ILO)

■ Adult unemployment rate affecting young women: 3x that of 
men

■ 2/3 of youth in developing countries currently w/o work, not 
studying, or engaged in irregular or informal employment

■ à risk of social unrest and further increasing the likelihood of 
conflict and migration



Other SD issues for youth

■ Education and health improvements thanks to MDGs

■ More than 600 million youth live in fragile and conflict-
affected territories

■ Limited access to financial and social assets and business 
development services 



■ “The energy that helped us take the Millennium Development 
Goals from New York into local communities in countries 
around the world was to a large extent driven by the passion 
of youth-led organizations and their members [...], and young 
people, once again, can be called upon to transform the 
SDGs from words in a document into a real and tangible 
guide for the next fifteen years that will determine the future 
of people and the planet.” 

■ former President of the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council, Martin Sajdik





























Youth-led solution

■ Alignment to one + 17 SDGs

■ Youth-led (15-30) 

■ Target audience, objectives and structure

■ Availability 

■ Environmental impact

■ Social impact

■ Impact measurement

■ Financial viability 

■ Scalability





BenBen: Blockchain Secured 
Land Registry and Transactions 



Heat Wave in My City







Going Forward

■ Science/technology-based approach

■ Social science-based approach 

■ Poor understanding of how to mediate poor environmental 
conditions in developing countries

– The channels that influence livelihoods
■ What people need/ institutions/ environmental limits

■ Need data/evidence to convince policy changes


