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Key Questions

1. What is the Social and Solidarity Economy(SSE)?
2. Why is the SSE relevant tool for localizing 

SDGs?
3. How is the SSE adopted as a strategy for 

Seoul’s inclusive and sustainable development?
4. Resources



Purpose

Products or 

services provided 

with clear Social 

or Environmental 

Objectives

Core Values

Cooperation

Solidarity

Rooted in the 

community

Democratic self-

management

Economy for People, not for Profit



Who are SSE actors?



Common characteristics of SSE 
Organizations



What are the relations between 
SDGs and SSE ?



Realizing the 2030 Agenda through 

SSE…



Localizing SDGs through SSE : employment, 
infrastructure and inclusive growth 

(SDG Goals 8 and 9)

• The role of SE in generating employment in the 
aftermath of the global financial crisis. 

• SE contributes to countering the growth of 
precarious employment and the inability of the 
traditional economic sector to fulfil its role of 
absorbing surplus labor : rates of “Inheritance of 
enterprises” is 84 % (in ROK) vs 20 % (global).

• The role of SE in relation to infrastructural 
development is mainly centered on social and 
energy infrastructure, Seoul has developed an 
eco-system that burgeoning fast growth of SE.



The quality of life in human 
settlements (SDG Goals 10 & 11)

Establishing multi-sectoral 
partnership with the active 
citizenship associated with 
SE was a key to promote 
participatory governance 
system that are essential 
for community renewal and 
inclusive development in all 
urban districts of Seoul. 



SE in Seoul: Policy and legal development since 2009

• The SMG amended a number of municipal laws including:

➢ the Municipal Ordinances on Fostering Social Enterprises 

➢ the Creation and Administration of the Social Investment Fund

➢ the Municipal Ordinances on Supporting Cooperatives and other 
related projects. 

➢ the enactment of the Basic Municipal Ordinance on the Social 
Economy, etc. 

• The SMG completed a comprehensive system of support for the SE, 
extending to the formation of a new business ecosystem and 
international relations (establishment of GSEF). 

• There are currently 52 municipal ordinances, including 6 at the 
SMG  and 46 borough-specific ones, which provide the statutory 
basis for the social economy policies of the SMG and local boroughs.



Basic info on Seoul

Social Economy of Seoul : fast and sustainable growth 
(in 2017, 519 SE, 2926 C, 103 CE) 



Ensuring the quality of life in human settlements (SDG 
Goals 10 & 11) and sustainable production and 

consumption and climate change (SDG Goals 7 & 12 
through creating Social Economy Zones (in 2017, in 11 

boroughs /25)











http://www.unrisd.org/sse-sdgs-seoul



UNTF on SSE
https://unsse.org/



UCLG

Community of 
Practice on Social 
Economy

- UCLG World Council 
(Nov. 2018 Milan)

- Africities Summit
(Dec. 2018 Marrakesh)

https://www.uclg.org/en
/organisation/structure/
socialeconomy



Social Economy and Cities

Values and

competitiveness

for an inclusive and 

sustainable local

development

EUSKALDUNA

CONFERENCE CENTER

OCTOBER 1-3,

2018

www.gsef2018.org



GLOBAL

SOCIAL 

ECONOMY

FORUM



Established in Seoul in 2014 as a global network of 

local governments and social and solidarity economy(SSE) stakeholders to pursue 

inclusive and sustainable development through SSE values and practices.



Knowledge 

Transfer

Research & 

Publications

Policy 

Dialogues

International 

Advocacy

Capacity 

Building & 

Trainings

AREA of WORK



43 Global Members of Local Governments, 

SSE networks and International Organizations

•

Asia: 21, Americas: 10, Europe: 4, Africa: 6, International 2 members

12 Local governments, 29 SSE networks, 2 Individuals

(As of Feb. 2018)

GSEF MEMBERS



Thank you!!  
For more inquiries: gsef@gsef-net.org


