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Changing the course of globalization with the Social and Solidarity Economy!
Towards post-2015 Millennium Development Goals
We are reaching the end of the fifteen years that had been set to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which aim was
to reduce the extreme poverty and the gap between a large poor population and a wealthy minority. To achieve the MDGs, it was
both necessary to improve development policies and increase the Official Development Assistance (ODA).
We are all affected by these objectives, not only to ensure the dignity of every human being and their right to a fulfilling life, but also
because of their success or failure depends on the ability of the planet to face the new common challenges of the humanity, defined
because of the finiteness and the vulnerability of natural resources that are the foundation of our lives and ensure the balance of the
global ecosystem. Another world is possible, opening definitely more positives perspectives. Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE)
actors showed it at their level, in their respective sectors and contexts.
The SSE organizations and enterprises develop economic activities that not only have explicit social and environmental purposes,
but also involve social relations based on cooperation and solidarity. They develop ethical practices and democratic governance.
Changing scale, and becoming a cardinal reference throughout the SSE, can contribute powerfully to change the course of
globalization. This is why the 6th edition of the Mont-Blanc Meetings takes place from 9 to 11 November 2013 and deals with
“Changing the course of globalization with the social and solidarity economy! Towards post-2015 Millennium Development
Goals”.
An extensive thought is in progress within the United Nations system to define what could be the new objectives of the "international
community" beyond 2015. Many government and non-governmental actors are involved in that thought. An assessment is required
to take note of the progress, gaps or setbacks, new obstacles emerged and new possibilities. But mostly, beyond define a new
course (with figured objectives and a timetable for achieving them) it is time to think about the transition both in a realistic and bold
way. By their position at the heart of social issues and their unique experience, SSE actors can bring much more than precious
elements of analysis: they can carry strong proposals and contribute directly to the change implementing a strategy to increase the
power of the SSE.
There is a little more than two years to fix this new goal. What the SSE actors have to say specifically on common priority objectives
that should mobilize the creativity, energy and resources of governments and people of the five continents? What actions these
actors should or can take in order not to let a smart microcosm develop these objectives, as vast as it might be, but to make these
objectives being the expression of the widest possible citizen maturation? How to commit the society to these questions? How to
build on the SSE networks to let emerge, from disparate social, economic and cultural realities that coexist in the world, a demand
built around some overall objectives? How to relay issues to the people, and initiate a broad participatory process that is not only one
of the activists, associations and regular attendees of the international conferences?
To move in this direction, the 6th edition of the MBM will include:
 Thinking/Proposals during round-table discussions and conferences structured around different questions.
 The « Project Place» innovation incubator, from which can emerge a large number of international initiatives and projects
economically, socially and environmentally responsible.
 Time for dialogue with other actors, including with governments at the territorial level, in order to promote synergies and
lay the foundation for a joint strategy of a rise of the SSE.
We should remind as well that, rooted in reality, the Forum of the Mont-Blanc Meetings is a privileged place to foster cross-border
partnerships between companies of the Social and Solidarity Economy.
Balance sheet items of the MDGs according to the SSE
The adoption of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) urged all United Nations (UN) agencies, development agencies and the
States to try a better coordination of their efforts to break the unacceptable poverty expansion. Thus, this marker helped define many
obligations falling to governments and reshape their action, affecting in particular the structure of their social policies, and has
become an integral part of national plans of action against poverty in most developing countries, as well as management plans of the
United Nations for a development funding program. But the political will is not manifested in the same way around the world The Mont-Blanc Meetings – International Forum of the Social and Solidarity Economy Entrepreneurs
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whether rich countries, emerging economies, or least developed countries. Indeed, if for some goals it has recorded many
achievements in different countries and actual additional commitments to international cooperation, in other, significant work remains
to be made.
Incidentally, the 2008 crisis, due to the neoliberal policies and the growing power of finance, oil, gas and mining multinationals, has
compromised –or at least slowed down– the positive development (international coordination of efforts, etc.) aroused by the MDGs,
and helped temper the mixed results that are currently recorded. Assessments that are available show that individuals who are
involved in development activities are more aware of the MDGs that most citizens today still ignore their existence. However, for
various reasons, the support of the citizens is the key to achieve the MDGs. The social and solidarity economy can play a decisive
role in breaking this verticality because of its ability to give back to citizens their dynamic involvement capacities. If we have to let
MDGs emerge from the shadows, it is especially important now to ensure that the post-2015 goals are not confined to an active
minority and do not come from "behind the scenes" of the political, social and economic areas, as a majority of citizens might think,
to which they have no access. To let citizens take ownership of the post-2015 goals, they must be involved in thinking about the
issues and setting a new goal.
Governments, and particularly local authorities, can and should take the initiative in collaboration with the SSE organizations, to
inform about the possible approaches, encourage new cooperatives dynamic, and support them in their development. This change
must be based on the ingenuity and creative entrepreneurship, and be unshakably rooted in the aim to create tangible and intangible
resources that benefit everyone in fulfilling societies and built on human dignity. In this regard, the SSE has largely emphasized the
empowerment of people and their ability to take part in decisions that affect their lives. The SSE has shown the ability of individuals
to have control over their destiny through its alternative way of entrepreneurship relying on collective approaches and dynamic
integrating all stakeholders, which increases the value of the relationship between society and entrepreneurs who are rooted in their
local realities and thus carry positive intercultural values, innovate to improve and contribute to creating an open society.
This collaborative momentum within the economic activity with social objective is exemplary in many ways and can therefore serve
as a reference for international policy frameworks, driving hope for change in the world and make globalization fairer.
It is therefore important to raise awareness of the existence of the SSE, the models on which it operates, and its current and
potential contribution in the fight against poverty and inequalities. We must dare to re-offer the production and trade around the
purposes and methods of the SSE. We must oppose the values that underlie SSE to those governing the current globalization where
the right to accumulation outweighs the duty of sharing, competition outweighs solidarity, intellectual property outweighs knowledge
sharing, the “every man for himself” principle outweighs the production of public goods and their proper management, and autocratic
decision outweighs participatory democracy.
The SSE has as much to do to help the emergence of a new goal, the result of a societal maturation of an unprecedented scale, to
propose ways to begin the transition to new horizons. As actors of the SSE, it behooves us to make proposals for the setting of post2015 development goals focusing on:
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The need to keep in mind that the inhabitants of the planet are now all interconnected, and define now what is a public
good’s value - especially to list what is to be considered public goods on a global scale, and establish a global cooperative
partnership to ensure the production of these goods and equitable access for all to these goods;



The banning of private appropriation and private management of public goods and the need to establish an appropriate
governance;



The need to replace the logic of competition by a practice of cooperation in all areas of production and trade relative to
what is necessary to ensure a dignified life and creative to each individual;



The need to not just set goals in terms of social and environmental outcomes to achieve, but to learn the lessons from the
first 15 years of the 21st century that involve paying equal attention to entrepreneurial modes. For generating sustainable
development, they must be based on the SSE models to be consistent with our human values (including the principles of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) and aim at promoting the emancipation and development of individuals;



The need to suggest to introduce in the indicators, the measurement of progress towards the achievement of the new post2015 goals, some impact indicators that include the creation of the SSE enterprises, the number of decent jobs created
and sustained, the viability of structures created, the ecological footprint of various current human activities, but also
qualitative indicators to define - especially those related to welfare.
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Elements for an analysis of the MDGs' process
There is no doubt that the MDGs, as they are formulated, have a universal relevance. However, their translation in each specific
context shows that there is no universal approach to achieve them. Each region requires a response of its own, and even if
international co-operation plays a role in the strategy implemented, it is important that the players take into account the specificities
of the concerned area and of the people composing it.
In this respect, nothing can substitute for participatory processes to develop local strategies as well as to implement them. Too often,
decisions come "from above." Too often the poorest and most marginalized populations are barely or not heard at all. Yet, some
factors that determine the success of the development goals are not sufficiently taken into account. The issue of peace and security,
for example, are rarely addressed as they should in countries affected by conflicts and internal violence while they are essential
factors of development - thus, a fortiori, of a "good development”. The question of migration is also often overlooked. Similarly, in the
era of competition at all costs, the disturbing issue of decent work remains ignored or minimized too frequently despite the existence
of international texts, some of which, however, existed before the adoption of the MDGs in 2000. The issue of excessive inequalities
and hoarding of wealth by a minority of people is, at best, left aside.
One of the major challenges to achieve the post-2015 goals is to ensure that the voices that had not been heard so far are finally
taken into account at all levels from the development of action strategies to the various stages of their implementation. How the SSE
networks can contribute to overcome this pitfall? As uneven as they are, the efforts made at a national level by developing countries
need to be supported by a favourable international environment to succeed and need an increased international co-operation
focused on human development goals rather than on financial goals disconnected from the most disadvantaged populations.
However, despite the intensity of the financial, social and ecological crises that marked the period since the adoption of the MDGs,
the principles of competition have enhanced, the regime of intellectual property has gained ground, and the States are carrying on
searching for piecemeal solutions to the protection of soil and environmental degradation as well as energy security. Advances have
occurred in the quality of international development aid, the budget support has become possible again and the money invested in
the Official Development Assistance increased. However, the overall level of the ODA has remained well below the needs, thus
unable to cause the threshold effect needed; the efforts made by the UN to identify and arouse innovative financing have only
produced mediocre results, and major donors still exert significant guardianship, not always wisely on the strategic choices of the
governments of many developing countries.
Malnutrition and hunger are not over and future food security is subject to numerous uncertainties. But the food issue has been
widely dealt with as if it were independent from economic dynamics, of the distribution of wealth and of the social sellout of the
current globalization that plays on the differences and ignores the goal of decent work for all. Similarly, the environmental issue has
been addressed as if it was compatible with the deregulation and the competition at all costs, ignoring de facto the interdependence
that the growing population increases every day, which in record time, is creating the world of 9 billion people to be managed by
2050. The solution cannot come from small adjustments within an unsuitable framework, but requires a paradigm shift. Based on its
experience, the social and solidarity economy must outline its contours.
The 6th edition of the Mont-Blanc Meetings (MBM)
The MBM take place two months before the start of the International Year of Family Farming (2014) launched by the General
Assembly of the UN, and one year after the Rio +20 Conference has emphasized how the civil society must assume the ecological
transition of the economy in a better way. We will try to understand how to highlight the vision that the social and solidarity economy
carries for a responsible production and consumption, a development that benefits all the people, the active participation of a
maximum of people belonging to all strata of society, and sharing the widest possible benefits of a sustainable prosperity. All of
which allowing the social and solidarity economy to position as a forerunner, and assert its achievements and experiences.
The discussions will be structured into 3 strategic and complementary axes of research in new proposals for the post-2015
phase:
 Changing course,
 changing method,
 changing scale.

The Mont-Blanc Meetings – International Forum of the Social and Solidarity Economy Entrepreneurs
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Axis I: Elements of a new course
One of the strengths of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is their simplicity: each can be described in a few words, and
they form together one coherent set.
In order to be heard and understood, the message of the SSE actors to decision makers that define the post-2015 targets must be
structured around clear directions.
"If there were not enough accomplished progress, it is not because it is impossible to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals, or because the time is too short, but rather because the commitments
are not met, there is a lack of resources, there is no willingness to focus, the principle of responsibility
is not respected, and there is a limited interest in sustainable development.”
Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the Millennium Development Goals, 2010
Beyond their shortfalls, the MDGs had successfully underlined more or less the social development issues on the international
agenda. However, one of the weaknesses of these goals is that they have been adopted as encrypted to achieve results in a specific
timeframe; the economic causes of the problems to be solved have not been addressed nor been an object of a consensus.
Therefore most of the suggested solutions often advocate for an increase in resources in developing countries in targeted social
sectors, without questioning the international financial architecture and global trade rules. However, it is essential to regulate in other
strategies and the SSE indicates another way. The Mont-Blanc Meetings will try to show how the paradigm of the SSE could and
should serve as a first step to a social and economic justice and more, to respond to social and environmental
emergencies of our time.
Catching up
The MDGs have been taken seriously by governments around the world that have adopted them on the name of their people and
collective responsibility of the international community towards the state of the world and the future of its people. They constitute no
less in our eyes a "lower threshold" in terms of political ambition, below which it is not acceptable to descend into the world's wealth
and the available capacity reached by humanity at the beginning of the 21 st century. The SSE actors therefore ask that everything
should be done to catch up on progress towards the goals set in 2000 by world leaders. With a new political will, it is possible
to achieve by 2020 all targets that have been missed in 2015, in addition to set also new post-2015 goals. Therefore, there
will be a huge advantage, the opportunity of development with the "demographic window" that opens in Africa because in 2030 the
continent will have more working age populations than in 2050. As the East Asia and emerging countries that have experienced a
similar demographic transition, it is therefore necessary to implement robust public health systems to focus on child survival, make
contraception more acceptable and easy to get, invest in a strong educational system, and carefully manage the economy to enable
African countries that are still lagging behind to climb in the category of countries with medium or high level of human development.
A new logic of cooperation at all levels
To realize this, it is necessary to identify and pool the international, national and local resources. In this regard, a new vision of
international cooperation should emerge from the process of defining post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)1. When
we realize that we have entered from now on the era of global interdependence, the emphasis should be placed on the
production, distribution and proper management of essential commons goods necessary to the survival and lives of
individuals - including public goods on a global scale. We will make a list, which includes access to water, including drinking water,
energy resources, some raw materials, air quality, biodiversity, climate protection, etc.
Ecosystem protection involves, among others, a citizen involvement and a very proactive politics, including huge support for
agriculture that respects the ecology. It also requires new North-South relations that anticipate the emerging multipolar world. The
climate challenge illustrates this new analysis: even if all OECD countries were able to magically reduce their emissions to zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, those generated in developing countries alone would bring the planet beyond the acceptable
limits according to the scientists. In other words, the climate challenge, like other global challenges (the rights of the 3rd or 4th
generation) means that the North now equally needs the South and vice versa. The model implying that the South depends on the
Since the UN Conference on Sustainable Development Rio +20, the concept of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) tends to be included
in a more inclusive perspective that covers the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
1
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North to solve its problems is over. The North and the South are "condemned" to cooperate in the framework of global partnerships if
they want to solve their common problems. But to achieve this, we must focus on the quality of human resources with a focus on
human capital development in societies highly active to their cohesion and engaged to adopt policies of human-centered collective
development.
The recognition of the need to ensure the production and enjoyment by all of the public goods must introduce a new approach to
international relations. Local, national, regional and international cooperation is not a matter of generosity, but co-investment in the
production, management and equitable distribution of what is essential to everyone. So it makes sense to pay for services rendered,
and to co-empower ourselves to mobilize and put together resources of all kinds needed to achieve the desired results.
Thus, the post-2015 MDGs post-2015 should be adopted with a logic of solidarity and of "all for all", not "every man for
himself" with the option to help others or not. The international cooperation of States must take into account the abilities and
achievements in responsible management of the SSE actors and see them as partners in the development of sustainable
development projects, in the South and in the North.
Initiating a debate on the values around which we can make society
So that the results would be sustainable on all continents, and that the progress brings along some others which would not tolerate
the existence of "left-notes" of the movement towards equal dignity of all, problems should be addressed in the global societal
diagnosis and a new vision should be set not only through the adoption of post-2015 goals sufficient to tackle current environmental
and social problems and those to come, but through a real World discussion on the values that should underpin the economic
pact, the social pact and the environmental pact that will bind humanity through the 21 st century.
This debate is essential, even if the outcome is uncertain. It must be a process to pursue pro-actively as long as necessary. It will
contribute to a necessary change that can only be based on a social maturation. References officially in force including the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights are not enough because they are violated in practice. We take a greater care today to guarantee the
right to speculation and to the individual grabbing of wealth than to protect individuals from sometimes deadly consequences of
these practices.
With the Human Development Index (HDI), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has placed every human being at
the core of its thinking on the decisions that shape our societies. However, contrary to what is said, they generally promote growth,
and thus the production of currency units regardless of their origin, at the center of the government’s attention. The debate on values
should lead to the adoption of indicators for policy targeting the well-being and human development instead of defining
itself through economic terms.
A new goal: food safety for all
Fighting against poverty is the cornerstone of the MDGs. But, if we have recorded promising results on that field, the number of
malnourished people is still stagnant. Poverty has significantly increased since 1990, since the number of malnourished persons
rose from 842 million in 1990 to 873 million in 2004-2006, then to 1.02 billion in 2009, due to the food crisis. In 2009, it was the first
time in human history that people suffering from hunger exceeded the one billion mark, while 2 billion of people have some
deficiencies. Rural farmers from developing countries, who are supposed to feed the southern populations, are the first victims of
hunger. Since they are condemned by the agricultural trade liberalization policies to compete with the transnational agri-businesses,
these rural farmers suffer from the lack of land or their spoliation, the lack of incomes and in fine the lack of sufficient food.
Despite the efforts made by the countries to reach food safety, the proportion of people suffering from hunger is still increasing
(PNUD, 2010) 2. As the essential underpinning for development, food safety of the poorest populations is a big challenge in both the
short and the long term which requires the mobilization of all the actors (public authority, civil society, NGOs and entreprises).
We notice that in the MDG n°1, the “food” component does not mention the issue of food safety. Today, some countries are now
taking the lead and other phenomena of land grabbing, among others, are flourishing, pursuing and taking to the extreme the logic of
"every man for himself" and of competition between all, which is at the root of many recent failures of a humanity that has not taken
the measure of the interdependence of people composing it. Food safety of all the populations should be among the new goals
2

Report on the Human Development, PNUD, 2010, Climate Change, Food Safety and Human Development, 150 pages.
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of the international community and the responsibility to achieve it should not be the sole responsibility of each State or community
acting for itself, but it should also be recognized as a global collective responsibility.
In the South, a sustained support of international organizations in favor of the right of peoples to food sovereignty is to be promoted
to free agriculture and forest from international rules of the “prioritizing market” from which they are prisoner. In the South
and in the North, food should be considered as a basic good which culture is inalienable and that cannot be subject to
patents of any kind. It is necessary to establish a system of "food exception" to the system of intellectual property that confiscates
to the most ancestral knowledge in order to reduce everything to goods that the producers themselves are dispossessed of.

Axis II: Changing method and entrepreneurial model
The new context calls for new approaches. The economy should not be a goal in itself but a means for social, societal and
environmental goals, aiming at the satisfaction of the basic needs of all, and at each individual's self-fulfillment in security, while
taking into account the generations to come. To do this, one needs to change the entrepreneurial model and aligns the means to the
researched goals.
It is time to make the social and solidarity economy known, to explain on what models it works, and to demonstrate its added value in
relation to other forms of organization. It is time to claim its current contribution to the fight against poverty and its relevance to
achieve the post-2015 MDGs. In doing so, one should show that it is advisable not to confine the SSE to human activities with a
direct social character. There is everything to gain in many sectors -within or outside of public goods- in rebuilding the production and
trades around the purposes and methods of the SSE. In this regard, it will be good to remember the historical role played by
cooperatives and other institutions of the "popular economy" in the development of the whole areas of the economy of some
countries, including the agricultural sector on which the industrial development has, in turn, based itself.
Solidarity and non solitary actors
Organizations and companies of the SSE include cooperatives, mutuals, associations, NGOs, foundations, social enterprises and
entrepreneurs, community and trade union associations, self-help groups, fair trade organizations, etc. These dynamics mobilize
actors who identify each other and join forces against a common need or aspiration. They keep a common referent or a shared
identity which mobilizes them. The SSE enterprises do not have to aim at the accumulation of wealth, but to satisfy human needs.
They promote the growth of human capacity in social relations based on cooperation, partnership and solidarity. They strengthen the
resilience of their members cope with societal abuses and try to promote the participation of all in the decisions process. They
generally have the heart to decent employment, social cohesion and environmental protection. Participatory culture and respect for
others are practices that are learned in the SSE and then have effects in other dimensions of social and political life.
These same principles are applied to various groups aiming at cooperation, which does not necessarily have the legal status of
cooperative. This is particularly the case in some developing countries in which many social movements have chosen to initiate a
turn by investing in a development that combines "economic" and "social", the willingness of partners being "to do business
differently”. So these popular economic organizations are part of the “first development” from a large variety of areas of intervention,
both in urban and rural areas. Their mode of functioning is very similar to the SSE as developed in the North. Among the projects of
the popular economy in line with the SSE, there are the creation or the maintenance of jobs, food development, marketing of
agricultural products and agricultural inputs, community marketing craftsmanship, solidarity savings and credit, collective health
services, collective environmental protection, community housing and food security.
In various fields, mutuals or co-operatives develop their free space and promote niches more and more. They share their local
productions nationally and internationally, giving them a market value that allows anonymous producers to assert themselves and to
overcome marginalization in which they had previously operated.
This mode of operation based on solidarity, ethics and priority to the Human Being can be promoted to the level of international
policies and inspire the development of models. In offering collective economic measures to the communities, the SSE allows them
to take the control of their own development and to overcome poverty. Co-operatives, mutuals and associations advance the fight
against the economic dependence. The distinction is important – which is in fact the initial matrix of this model of development.
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Today it is not just a matter of fighting against extreme poverty, but also against inequality and economic insecurity. Because of its
local and regional roots, the SSE is able to help establish a controlled development that meets those needs. It will be useful to give
examples relating to priority areas that post-2015 MDGs should focus on, particularly with regard to nutrition, environmental
protection, education, health and energy transition.
Food: agricultural innovation must be paid at the local level through partnerships in the rural sector. It will be useful to highlight the
initiatives undertaken by co-operatives of producers, consumers and agricultural and non-agricultural services in order to fight
against hunger and famines. In a same way, we will report on partnerships between farmers and the international research institutes,
the national services of the agricultural development, the NGOs and the social companies which have contributed to improve the
agricultural practices of the South and the agricultural yield in a sustainable way.
Other sectors (SSE industry and services): the SSE organizations can play an important role in providing services to different
communities. For instance, free software participated in democratizing the access to technology. Through governance and
cooperation of the democratic SSE organizations, services of the corresponding application can be created by solving various
information asymmetries.
Environment: launched by the United Nations during the Rio +20 Summit, the topic of the green economy (mixing development,
fight against poverty and environmental friendliness) shows the idea of a necessary transition towards new modes of production and
consumption. But green economy must be a fair economy. It deals with reconciling employment and decent work for all with the
preservation of functioning ecosystems on the planet.
Education: essential to the individuals and to peoples’ development, has not achieved the progress aimed by the MDGs. The
education systems of the southern countries have taken a heavy toll on economic crises and international answers given. Therefore,
the fundamental question is the following: what measures are needed to improve the access to training – and which contents should
be developed? This thinking on education, just as for other key sectors (health, environment), is related to policies on extreme and
intergenerational poverty reduction, equity and inclusion, access to basic social services and to basic development. The question to
answer is how the SSE, and the models it deploys, can be built to achieve the goals of universal education and skills training? The
conditions for achieving the quality and equity of learning, both formal and non-formal, should be developed.
Health: health is an area in which great strides have been made in the world, but too many people are excluded. It is also an area in
which positive examples brought by the SSE are on the rise. The SSE initiatives are levers participatory development process. They
relate to all local services involved to support in solidarity the needs of individuals and groups, while strengthening ties and
promoting a better acquaintance: childcare, community resource management, fixed tariffs imposed by health committees,
community participation in the financing of the health management in remote communities, care for the elderly, etc. Thus, mutuals
respond to the needs of local communities to organize a group benefit plan in countries in which the healthcare systems are poor
and only cover a small proportion of the population. They can mutualize a wide variety of risks including those related to health
(payment for healthcare, purchase of medicines, hospital expenses), death (material support of the family of the deceased), funerals
(repatriation of the body to the village, expenditures involved in the sacramental ritual), poor harvests, poor fishing, etc. While
universal health cover is newly considered, it is useful to see what lessons SSE draws from its experience in this area in the South
and the North. Note also that we should protect traditional knowledge in health care, facing their patents in the pharmaceutical
industry and the invasion of drugs promoted as mere commodities.
Technological pluralism: it is obvious that high technology is necessary for certain purposes, this is why the intermediate
technologies can and should co-exist with it. However, even simple technology needs to be adopted for its use in some contexts. It is
therefore essential to promote the technologies capable of balancing communities. Technological pluralism becomes an imperative
of development that should be taken into account by the post-2015 MDGs/SDGs.
The energy transition of the economy: it is necessary to ensure that the SSE, the popular economy and social movements are
part of the economy of the future. What can the SSE say on this record? How can it contribute to independence from fossil fuels, to
the intensification of renewable energy (wind, solar, hydroelectricity...), to forms of life that respect both democratic choices of
citizens and environmental requirements? How does it cross at the same time ecological, economic and social concerns?
Solidarity Finance: credit unions, saving banks, local currencies, social investors clubs and other co-operative banks are a key
player in the financial sector of the SSE. Through the recognition of the SSE, many social entrepreneurs and organizations can
share their experience and promote alternative co-construction projects with the social partners. This approach helps establish the
The Mont-Blanc Meetings – International Forum of the Social and Solidarity Economy Entrepreneurs
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conditions for redistributing funds and make them available for projects that benefit to communities.
Gender dynamics: all issues of these areas should consider how central is the position and role of women in the development and
social change. What role can play the SSE in the transformation of cultural norms and stereotypical social relations that increase
vulnerability and powerlessness of women and children?

Axis III: Changing scale
To change the course of globalization, the SSE cannot be confined to continue on its current course and make proposals to decision
makers. It must also change scale, invest in sectors where it is less present or absent and also to oppose practices influencing social
innovation and human values to the dominant logic that create a lot of wealth on paper, but also a lot of excluded ones in addition to
the collapse of the ecological basis supporting life.
How is it possible to increase the trades from 10% to a much higher proportion?
Therefore how the Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) actors can do by themselves to attract a growing number of citizens and
invest in new areas of work - and which ones? How to inspire users to switch from currently dominating modes of production or
exchange - even savings and investment - to those based on the values underlying by the SSE? What alliances the actors of the
SSE can establish with other partners including the government to respond effectively to the current and future needs of our
changing society?
Partnerships have been made between social enterprises, popular economy networks and local actors (companies, governments,
social fabric, civil society ...). These partnerships are a tool to increase their impact on the areas where they operate. Some focus on
the transformation of the economic structure of the developing countries; the establishment of internal economic institutions to
facilitate and carry on with the structural transformation; the capacity building of developing countries to enable them to rely more on
domestic resources and revenues; even on the development of local markets, sub-regional and international and also
professionalism and entrepreneurship skills. What lessons can be learned from these experiences to "boost" the SSE?
Movements affecting our societies seem to support the existence of a growth potential for the SSE. Citizens and civil society reinvest
to some extent the economic, environmental, social and political fields. They call on the public, private and responsible actors on
whom they have a growing influence. The different types of citizen actions evolve using especially consumption and communication
as promotion tools for social change. The demand for more environmentally friendly and more decent forms of production and trade
is increasing. There is also a growth of interest in fair trade and non-chemical food as well as the interest in environmental protection.
The financial excesses are less tolerated and less fascinating. New forms of exchange are emerging especially on the Internet.
Indeed, we cannot speak of a carrier wave, but these signs can be amplified because the ESS is the solution to a real need.
We must also consider the safeguards to put in place to avoid any abuse inherent to growth phenomenon. How to stay focused on
the post 2015? How to keep the cooperative spirit when we are expanding? What are the chances of re-appropriation by the
dominant system?
Today, there is a diversification of actors that make up the solidarity sector, and business models are changing. It is therefore
interesting to know how the civil society actors prepare and organize themselves to perform together their "power to act", and so
their social responsibility through the SSE. What should we think about professionalization which seems necessary while we are
facing a growing technical nature of jobs and the important development of some activities?
It is time to develop, a strategy for the rise of the ESS in the post-2015 perspective. What do we need? Are legislative changes still
needed? Do we need government support? If yes, at what level and what for? What are the positive or negative interactions with
other economic actors, with the social partners, associations, opinion leaders?

10

Orientation text of the 6th edition

*****

This text has been discussed by the Board of Directors, composed of the following members:
Thierry Jeantet, President,
Abdou Salam Fall, LARTES-IFAN,
Alain Philippe, Macif,
Arnaud Chneiweiss, Matmut,
Claude Dorion, Développement Solidaire International,
Dominique Thys, MAIF,
Gérald Larose, Caisse d’économie solidaire Desjardins,
Hugues Sibille, Groupe Esfin-Ides,
Jean-Philippe Poulnot, Groupe Chèque Déjeuner,
Léopold Beaulieu, Fondaction,
Nicole Alix, Fondation Crédit Coopératif,
Patrick Peugeot, AG2R La Mondiale.
The complete bibliography of this text is available on www.rencontres-montblanc.coop.
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